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OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS’ ASSOCIATION

Newsletter 2014 - 2015
Dear Old Altrinchamians 

It gives me great pleasure to update you with School news through 
this newsletter.  First, I must thank the Old Alts Committee for 
planning another splendid annual dinner in April.  My wife and I, a 
number of colleagues and a team of prefects enjoyed it very much.   

I must also thank the Committee for a generous donation of £1,000 
towards the purchase of musical instruments for our Year 7s – all of 
whom nowadays learn an instrument through their first year at 
school.  

The School continues to thrive but in more challenging times we 
have to be ever alert to financial and political winds of change. 
Financially, schools have been largely protected from the deep cuts 
in many other public services but there is no doubt that over the next 
few years AGSB will face leaner times. For the time being all schools 
will have to make savings but schools with large, high achieving sixth 
forms such as ours are the schools hit most because that is where 
cuts in public funding are deepest.   

Politically, there is a move towards successful schools setting up new 
schools in areas where there is a need for them. That is why this year 
we have embarked upon a project to bring North Cestrian Grammar 
School into the state sector. If successful North Cestrian School (as it 

will be known) will be a non-
s e l e c t i v e , c o - e d u c a t i o n 
secondary school supported by 
AGSB Governors. 

It was Head Master Walter 
Hamblin who, on his retirement 
from AGSB, helped to establish 
North Cestrian Grammar School. 
It therefore seems right that in 
these different times AGSB 
should be supporting North 
Cestrian School to begin a new 
phase in its history. 

Yours sincerely 
Tim Gartside 



Letter from the Editor

The Newsletter Editor, Larry Bode, would like to thank all those who have contributed to this 
edition, and to berate those whose contributions we are still waiting for. 

In particular, he is most grateful to Antony Perrett for arranging all the contributions in an 
orderly fashion and making everything look pretty.  

Last year the Editor attempted this task but found it too traumatic to ever attempt it again. It is 
also the reason he looks a pale shadow of his former self. Antony, your help really has been 
enormously appreciated.  

From next edition, Antony has agreed to take over as Newsletter Editor, so please send all 
future contributions to him directly (antonyperrett@googlemail.com) 

Peter Morton, President of the 
Association 

Peter was unwell and could not attend the Annual 
Dinner this year, much to his regret. Colin 
Bamford stood in for Peter in welcoming diners. 
Peter sends his regards to all, and the Association 
all wishes him good health too.

Committee Members

It has not been possible to 
find an occasion where all 
Committee members have 
been in one place long 
enough to have a group 
photo, but here are some of 
those who work on the 
Committee to keep the 
Association in good health.

Ken Lea, Stephen Perrett, Antony Perrett, Ken Webb
Tim Gartside, Colin Bamford, Larry Bode,  Brian Clarke
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All dinner guests were summoned to a ‘special assembly’ in the Coleman Hall. The 

Annual Dinner 2015

Members of the Association, Staff, and Guests celebrated 101 years since the founding 
of the Old Altrinchamians’ Association by Edward Horley in 1914, with its annual reunion 
dinner at the school on April 24th 2015. There was always the risk that following last 
year's outstanding centenary this year's event might be an anti-climax. This reveller 
arrived for the preprandial drinks in the sixth-form common room slightly anxious that, 
firstly there would be nobody there, secondly if anybody did turn up they would be 
complete strangers, thirdly the food would not be of such a high standard as in 2014 , 
and fourthly the speeches would not be as entertaining and informative.I am pleased to 
report that this dour reveller was wrong on all counts and his despondency was quickly 
vanquished, and great joy soon engulfed him. He did wonder though why there were 
two massive televisions in the common room when in his days there wasn't even a 
radio ? (Thinking about it had Marconi even 
been born in 1966 ?) How can you watch 
two programmes at once anyway ?  

Seated at our tables in the luxurious 
surroundings of the Stamford Hall we were 
treated to a virtuoso violin performance of 
three short pieces played by Mithylan 
Ganeshwaran of Year 9 whom some of us 
had heard before at the Centenary service 
at St Mary's Church Bowdon in 2014.

Mithylan Ganeshwaran: Master fiddler



Whilst we thoroughly enjoyed 
this, it was a little cruel that the 
starters (pressed chicken 
terrine/mozzarella, tomato and 
basil bruschetta) were already 
o n t h e t a b l e a n d t h e 
temptation to dive in before 
the starting gun had been fired 
was almost too much for the 
less disciplined amongst us. 
Chairman of the Association, 

Colin Bamford, stood in for President Peter Morton who was unable to attend because 
of poor health. Colin was pleased to report, however, that Peter was in good spirits and 
sends his regards to all. 

Associat ion members 
attend from far and wide. 
Last year John Pearson, 
who was present again 
this year had travelled 
from California. This year 
J o h n M e n z i e s h a d 
travelled from Sydney. 
Perhaps next year, to cap 
this, we can expect a visit 
from an Old Alt based on 
another planet.  

In the Headmaster 's 
R e p o r t t o t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n , T i m 
Gartside reminded us of 
some words of one of 
the founding members, Edward Horley: There is no tie (outside that which unites 
members of the same family) so close, no friendship so free and frank as that which 
exists among men who have grown up together in the same school.  

The Headmaster paid tribute to Chairman Colin Bamford for his work for the Old Alts 
and for his engagement with modern communication techniques which has been 
helpful in recruiting new Old Boys and for maintaining contact with them. 

The Headmaster reported another successful year for the school, both academically and 
in the large range of sports now enjoyed by the students.  

Colin Bamford addresses dinner guests

The Headmaster gave another entertaining, informative and 
succinct speech - the perfect formula for an Association dinner !



The school has been 
placed 8th overall for 
sports' excellence in 
t h e c o u n t r y . 2 0 
different sports were 
t a k e n i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n 
arriving at this ranking. 
In table tennis the 
school was ranked 3rd 
in the country; in tennis 
the school was ranked 
5th. The school had 
also been particularly 
successful in hockey, 
on the football field 
with success in the 
Greater Manchester 

Cup, (reaching the finals once again this year) and the appearance of the U15 Rugby team 
at Twickenham in the finals of the Natwest Trophy ….. and winners!  

The Swing Band continues to go from strength to strength and has won several national 
competitions. 

Academically the school has once again excelled. At 'A level' 84% of subject entries were 
graded A*, A or B. Indeed 20% were graded A*. These are amazing results and was the 
best performance the school had ever achieved. They were the 11th best results nationally 
in the state school sector. 

Mr Gartside mentioned that stalwart member of staff and Old Alts supporter Kevin 
Pearson was due to retire at the end of the academic year and thanked him for his hard 
work over the years.  

The Headmaster reported that Altrincham Grammar School for Boys would be supporting 
North Cestrian Grammar School as it moves in to the state sector. We were reminded of 
the historic links that exist between the 
two schools. North Cestrian was 
founded by a former AGSB Headmaster, 
and for many years our own President 
Peter Morton was a distinguished 
Headmaster of the school. 

In all it has been an extraordinarily 
successful time for AGSB. However, like 
many institutions, the school did not 
escape some unwelcome publicity 
regarding historical allegations of 
isolated abuse by members of staff. 

Dinner stalwarts. The Old Boys Association provides a fabulous 
support network. These Old Boys were caught supporting each other.

Gentlemen: great things are expected of you



Despite this the overall reputation of the school remains very high and competition for 
entry into Year 7 is intense. 

Of all the Year 7 places offered only one was turned down, the candidate preferring to 
go to one of the lesser (but still well-known) Greater Manchester Grammar schools for 
some inexplicable reason. Trust he does not live to regret this errant decision. The 
Headmaster concluded his report by thanking the Old Altrinchamians’ Association for its 
continuing support of the school.  

We were delighted this year to welcome Ian Hargreaves, CBE as our guest of honour and 
speaker. In a most entertaining speech, Ian told us he had only spent two years at the 
school, arriving in the sixth form in 1966. In the charts that year, or did we call it the Hit 
Parade, (something groovy anyway) were memorable songs such as Eleanor Rigby by 
the Beatles, Sunny Afternoon by the Kinks, Homeward Bound by Simon and Garfunkel, 
Substitute by the Who, and Paint it Black by the Rolling Stones. Those were the days of 
really decent music. 

In his early years Ian was raised in Burnley. He was the youngest of 3 sons. It was good 
that his eldest brother was also present at the Reunion Dinner. Ian’s father was in the 
Desert Rats and in the second World War was absent from home for many years. This 
necessitated Ian’s mother running the family brewery business in his stead. Ian’s mother 
often recalled her emotional reunion with her husband at Halifax Railway Station after 7 
years military service. It was a re-organisation of the brewery company that brought the 
family to Cheshire.

Guest speaker, Ian Hargreaves, CBE. Headmaster, Tim Gartside. Chairman, Colin Bamford



Ian recalled visiting William Hulme and Manchester Grammar Schools before choosing 
the more highly regarded AGSB. He can still remember being impressed with the 
excellent football pitches and this is what tipped the balance in favour of our school. 

Ian told of his interview with English teacher Andy Black, who must have been in his late 
twenties. He became very fond of Mr Black who helped and influenced him greatly. Andy 
Black, Ian remembers, was involved with a Plain English group which set out to produce 
information and documents written in, well, plain English. 

Mr Black gave memorable advice to Ian regarding Oxbridge entrance interviews. He 
suggested that the interviewing Dons would be well versed in ancient authors but would 
be flummoxed if the interviewee centred the interview on a modern author such as 
William Golding.This advice proved to be most useful and Ian went on to study English at 
Queen's College Cambridge.  

Although geographically close, the accents in Burnley and Altrincham differed greatly.  
Ian caused some merriment (at least to his French teacher) by speaking French with a 
pronounced English accent. We were treated to a reading from La Confession by 
Maupassant (in a Burnley accent of course). This reporter could not see what all the fuss 
was about. It sounded just as weird as reading in a French accent. Probably better really.  
Ian was a fan of legendary American folk singer, Bob Dylan, enthusing about the anti- 
establishment words of his most melodic songs. He was perplexed to hear a colleague (a 
French lad apparently) criticising Bob Dylan for being out of touch with the reality of the 
day! Ian's almost revolutionary fervour came to the fore when he was involved in the 
production of the school magazine.He was summoned to Headmaster Crowther's office 
to explain his call for the overthrow of the prefectorial system. 

In his spare time Ian 
earned pocket money as a 
b a b y - s i t t e r . M o r e 
altruistically he joined 
students at Pengwern Hall 
in Wales a holiday home 
f o r t h e m e n t a l l y 
handicapped ( a phrase 
currently frowned upon, 
b e i n g r e p l a c e d b y 
learning difficulties) where 
h e l o o ke d a f t e r a n d 
entertained children and 
young adults holidaying 
there.In part icular he 
remembers being with 
h i s f r i e n d C h r i s 
Proudfoot.

Dinner guests: David Matthews , Colin Bamford, Ken Webb and 
Stephen Perrett. Magnificent teeth gentlemen !



(sings) “And more, much more than this, 
I did it myyyy wayyyy”

Mr K. Fallon and  Mr R. ‘2-Pints’ Brown 

Mr M. Orr and Mr C. Emery. Class of ’76  have maintained their boyish good looks 

Ian continued his talk with an outline of his professional life.  

During the excellent speech there was some unnecessary rowdy heckling which many 
found disturbing and discourteous. The committee has taken measures to prevent such 
behaviour from recurring. In all, however, this was a superb evening and was well 
supported. 

This was a superb evening and was well supported. Much credit for the success must go 
to Stephen Perrett, who toils so hard and uncomplainingly. Amongst many others, thanks 
are due to Colin Bamford, Ken Webb and also to Christian James who organised the 
highly successful raffle. The food and service, provided by Sodexo, was outstanding as 
always. The bar was again efficiently run by Ashley Cricket Club.  

Larry Bode



Sponsorship of the Association
You may recall that last year, in order to mark the centenary of the Association’s 
formation we planned introducing a couple of exciting initiatives which we were sure 
would benefit the Association, its members and the School. These were; 

• To rapidly expand the membership by enrolling all School leavers as members of the 
Association. 

• To drive to strengthen the Association’s finances by offering members and non-
members annual advertising and sponsorship opportunities across all of the 
Association’s media including the annual dinner menu, website and annual 
newsletter. 

I’m delighted to say both initiatives were introduced and have successfully proven that, 
with the fantastic support and generosity of both Old Alt’s and non-Old Alt’s, the 
Association can now look forward to a healthy non-subscription revenue stream 
enabling us to face the future (the second hundred years!) with much greater 
confidence. 

The kind support from our sponsors/advertisers allowed us to increase our annual 
contribution to the Head's Discretionary Fund last year to £1,200 to support the boys' 
Rugby tour and in 2015 we are contributing £500 to upgrading the sound system in 
the Stamford Hall. 

So once again we are appealing to all the business owners, decision makers and 
persuasive employees who would be keen to offer their support and gain recognition 
for their company. We have a number of packages available (all of which are detailed 
on the attached PDF) so it should be possible to suit all pockets and budgets. What's 
more we are able to cater for most requirements. Thus if for example you have a 
particular event, or anniversary of your own to mark, let us help you. 

If the sponsorship/advertisement opportunities are not relevant to you or your 
company but you would still be keen to show your support then of course we are 
always more than delighted to receive any donations you are able to make to the 
Association.  In recognition of your support your name and year of leaving will be 
credited on a dedicated contributor’s page on the Associations’ website. 

I do hope you will consider the opportunities available and should you require any 
further details on how to become a sponsor/advertiser or wish to make a donation 
please do get in touch. 

Kind regards 

David Matthews (david@ptevents.co.uk) 

Old Alt ’86 - ‘93
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Head Boy £500
An exclusive opportunity to be the Associations headline sponsor and advertiser for 12 months giving your company

the maximum visibility across all of the Associations media. Your package will include;
• 4 complimentary places at the Association’s Annual Dinner, to include pre dinner drinks and wine for each guest. 
• Prominent branding within the full colour 2015 Annual Dinner menu to include your company logo on the front page and the whole of the back cover for your own unique 

advertisement.
• Prominent company branding on the home page of the Association’s website as well as your own dedicated page on the site allowing  visitors the opportunity to find out more 

about your company, it’s services, contact information and any promotions available. Updates to your dedicated web page are unlimited allowing for changes to be made as 
necessary.

• A full page advertisement within the Association’s 2015 annual newsletter.

6th Form £100
• 1 complimentary place at the 2015 Annual Dinner.
• Your company logo and contact details within the full 

colour 2015 Annual Dinner menu. 
• Your company logo on a dedicated advertisers page of 

the Association’s website which will link to your company 
website. Also includes your company contact details.

• Your company logo within the Association’s 2015 annual 
newsletter.  Also includes your company contact details.

Prefect £150
• 1 complimentary place at the 2015 Annual Dinner to 

include pre dinner drinks and wine.
• Your company logo and contact details within the full 

colour 2015 Annual Dinner menu. Also includes a brief 
description of your company.

• Your company logo on a dedicated advertisers page 
of the Association’s website which will link to your 
company website. Also includes contact details and a 
brief description of your company.

• Your company logo within the Association’s 2015 
annual newsletter. Also includes contact details and a 
brief description of your company.

1st Year £50
• Your company logo within the full colour 2015 

Annual Dinner menu. 
• Your company logo on a dedicated advertisers page 

of the Association’s website which will link to your 
company website.

• Your company logo within the Association’s 2015 
annual newsletter. 

2015 Advertisement Packages
For further details on any of the packages available or to discuss your own unique requirements 

and how the Association may be able to assist you please contact David Matthews 
07917 770 384    david@ptevents.co.uk

Old Altrinchamians’ Association

Details of the 2015 Sponsorship Opportunities

Current sponsors are Andrew Collier, Bowdon Rooms, Chafes, Crimson, If, Impactworks, 
Linberg, PT Events, Ralli, Safetynet. 

 
Old Boys are urged to support these sponsors. Further details can be found on the Old 
Alts website and Newsletter .  

If you would like to be a sponsor please contact our business manager David Matthews 
email: david@prevents.co.uk. OR phone: 0161 941 4535  



 

Sports Reports
Hockey - School vs. Old Boys

This year, the senior hockey team had its second old boys game and again it was very 
successful. We had a mixture of old boys coming back including some who'd 
left  four years ago and it was good to see the majority of them hadn't stopped playing 
whilst at uni.  
The game had a very close first half with some questionable umpiring coming from Mr 
Lowe, leaving it at 2-2. In the second half the old boys remembered how to play and we 
seemed to forget which meant at the end of the match the score was, a lot to 2. This 
however did not matter to us as it was a very enjoyable game and for the year 13s, a great 
way to end their hockey at AGSB.  
Thanks go to Mathew Bellin for helping out with the umpiring and James Mazzarello for 
playing in goal.   

Harry Norris

Rugby - School vs. Old Boys

The Old Boys match is always a fascinating contest; the bulk and strength of the beer-
bellied University students versus the speed and skill of the fledgling Years 11 to 13. The 
grey afternoon of Wednesday the 1st of April 2015 was no exception. 
Eager to avenge the humiliating 2014 loss, the Old Boys, kitted out in gear not even Mr. 
Meakin would want to scrounge, began to warm up a good hour before kick-off. This was 
in stark contrast to the lack of enthusiasm shown by the 1st XV, fuelled with fear having 
discovered intel on a particular member of the opposition, a certain Mr. Okoye. However, 
drawing inspiration from last year’s victory, and a simply outstanding and moving team talk 
from the stand-in coach, both sides were equally pumped at the starting whistle.  
It was the Old Boys that had much of the early pressure. For large swathes of the opening 
15 minutes they were camped on the 1st XV’s 5 metre line, needing to be held up on two 
occasions. Line breaks from Jonny Dodd and Cal Robinson also threatened to busy the 
scoreboard, with the School struggling to deal with the high physicality. The breakthrough 
refused to come however, allowing the 1st XV to get a foothold into the game. Strong 
carries from Aidan Gray gave impetus to the attack, but both teams struggled to maintain 
possession of the ball for long periods. For the Old Boys, the wayward throwing of Tom 
Shanter at the line out scuppered good opportunities to open the scoring, whereas the 
School’s lack of composure led to many unforced errors. The result was that at half time the 
two sides were level at 0 – 0. 
Half time consisted of numerous shouts of “We can ‘ave these”, and “Get me to the pub”, 
plus vain attempts to recover some energy after the first half excursions. With the teams so 
evenly matched, it was going to take something really special in the second half to 
separate the two sides. As the Old Boys tired, the1st XV started to control the game, but 
still the war of attrition continued. Massive hits from both sides started to fly in, Emeka 
Okoye and the Year 11 pair of Nico Nealon and Saif Rattoo in particular putting their 
weight around. 
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As a result, tensions started to boil over. Benson Senior, and the ever annoying Toby 
Nicholls, clashed after the latter had poked the hornets’ nest one too many times. The 
decisive moment came from the outstanding Aidan Gray however, using his 
considerable bulk to escape down the left hand side and open the scoring with only 10 
minutes of the match remaining. With Will Harrison slotting over the conversion, the 
School looked destined to make it two victories on the trot. The game was not over yet 
though. Captain Jimmy Smith, spurred on by his Fan Club in attendance, managed to go 
over 3 minutes from time, setting up the first ever tied Old Boys match. 
Having ended at 7 points apiece, the ‘Battle Royale’ went to a kick off; 5 kickers, 22 yards, 
1 winner. After seven immaculate kicks putting the score at 4 – 3 to the School, a miscue 
from the heavy-legged Old Boys gave Man of the Match Gray the opportunity to put the 
tie to bed. This was an opportunity he missed however, as the “wind” was “too strong” 
and “put him off”. As a result, the contest went to sudden death shootout, a fitting end 
considering how even both sides were. Now taken from the right hand touchline, 
Harrison succeeded in putting the 1st XV ahead, making Jonny Dodd’s attempt ‘do or 
die’. Unfortunately for him and his teammates it was the latter, missing the left hand post 
by a whisker and thus handing a second consecutive victory to the School.  
It was a game neither side really deserved to lose, but in my biased opinion the School 
probably just edged it. Despite it being a scrappy affair, the effort and determination 
shown by both sides were exemplary, and is what makes the Old Boys game so special. 
It is one of the most competitive and enjoyable matches of the season, and hopefully 
next year can live up to these lofty heights once more.  

Aaron Chaderton Head Boy



OLD ALTS F.C. REPORT  
The 2014/15 season has been a much better one than last season when both 1st and 
2nd XIs were relegated. The 1st XI have been successful in winning the Manchester 
League Division One Championship and will once again compete in the Premier 
Division next season. Their success was built on a tremendous run of thirteen 
successive victories after a slow start to their campaign. This amazing run enabled them 
to claim the champions spot with three games still remaining. Manager, Pat Kelly's one 
disappointment was missing out on the chance of a League and Cup double, going out 
on penalties in the semi-final against Leigh Athletic.  

The 2nd XI has also finished strongly with 6 wins out of their last seven games, which 
has secured 5th 
place in the league 
for their manager, 
Steve Turton. The 
t w o A l t r i n c h a m 
L e a g u e t e a m s 
which play in the 
Premier Division of 
t h e A l t r i n c h a m 
League have not 
b e e n q u i t e a s 
s u c c e s s f u l b u t 
nevertheless both 
finished tied on 21 
points in 7th place.  

Brian Clarke 

OLD ALTS GOLF SOCIETY 

The Old Alts Golf Society had two events in 2014: 
• The  Inter Old Boys  tournament at Bramhall GC Wednesday 9th  July. The team 

came fourth in the Shield competition with 176 points, but the star of the event 
was Steve Perrett who won the individual player competition with a magnificent 
40 Stableford points! 

  
• The  25th Annual Society Day  for 

the Charles  Laver Trophy  at Styal 
GC  Thursday 25th September. 
Marin Leake was the winner 
w i t h  4 2  p o i n t s ;  S c o t t 
Meakin  came  second with  40 
points and Dave Smith  third with 
39 points.
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Jeff Winthorpe won the Guest Trophy with 33 points. The 
Winning Team was  Scott Meakin,  Dave Smith  and Paul 
Stockton. The  Longest Drive  was won by  George Sams, 
and Nearest the Pin was Mike Gittins. 

Colin Bamford 

The 2015 events are; 
• 18th June - Old Alts vs School 
• 8th July - Inter Old Boys 
• 24th September - Society Day  

Jeff Winthorpe’s trophy

Saville Laver Dinner, 2015 

The Saville Laver Society met at Somerville College Oxford on 7th March, 2015, for its 
17th annual dinner.  Local organiser Oliver Lunt, a 2nd year undergraduate reading 
physics at Trinity College, Oxford, had made a dinner reservation for that evening at 
Somerville College, on Woodstock Road.  A proportion of the diners initially gathered 
at The Lamb and Flag, not far away in St Giles’.  They then transferred on foot to 
Somerville to unite with the other dinner guests for a drink in the Old College Bar.  
From there, we ascended to the Reading Room, a generously-sized location where we 
took our places at the Dinner Table.  This was done according to the helpful seating 
plan provided, a useful innovation at this year’s dinner.  For a College which had been 
single sex (female) from its foundation in 1879 for 115 years (men have been 
admitted since 1994), it was a little ironic that all 17 of this evening’s dinner guests 
were male. 

Printed menus on the tables disclosed the food and wine we were to be served, 
featuring Fillet of Beef for the main course, with red and white wines originating in 
France.  Following the tasty and plentiful food provided for our consumption, Tim 
Gartside (Headmaster) rose to deliver  his short speech from the Top Table.  He 
welcomed the presence of David Wheeldon, former Headmaster, and others, warmly 
thanking Oliver Lunt for making all the arrangements this year.  He noted the pleasant 
company of Kevin Pearson and Tom Murray, respectively retired Head of VIth form, 
and new Head of VIth form, effective September 2014. Tim reported on the best-ever 
A-level results obtained by the Class of 2014, and the current total of 13 pupils 
hoping to be admitted to Oxford or Cambridge this year.  He did not duck the issue 
of the recent adverse publicity the School had received in the national press. 
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This was a consequence of the Crown Court prosecution and conviction of a former 
teacher for actions that took place some three decades ago. The Headmaster 
concluded by proposing the Toast to the School’s first Headmaster, L Saville Laver.  
Alistair Allen then proposed the Toast to the School. 

A little while later, most of the diners adjourned to The Royal Oak, a venerable hostelry 
conveniently situated across the Woodstock Road from Somerville.  Here, further drinks 
were consumed and enlightened conversation carried on ahead of the General 
Election in two months’ time. 

                                                                                                                                                         
Ken Lea

James Pearson, Jake Langmead-Jones

Oliver Hunt, Ken Lea, Jim BrownMichael Blease, Tim Gartside, Tom Murray

Stafano  Towli, Kevin Pearson, David Wheeldon 

Alistair Allen, Tim Gartside, Oliver Carroll

Michael Blease, Oliver Hunt, James Heatley

Stafano  Towli, Oliver Carroll, James Heatley, Tian Bi



John Porter. 1st March 1927 - 29th November 2014 

John (affectionately known by the boys as “Spike”) taught languages, but mainly French, 
at Altrincham for 24 years, from 1960 until his retirement in 1984.  He became second in 
department under George Peters, and was soon accepted as one of the select group of 
staff who completed the Times Crossword each day.  John was an extremely able 
linguist, with an MA from St. John's College, Oxford. After leaving University he was 
approached to work at Bletchley Park as a translator of Eastern languages,  but the end 
of the war prevented him taking up the post.   

John is always remembered as a true gentleman; kindly, rather reserved, a good friend, 
and a dependable member of staff.  He helped with the school trips to France, as 
foreign travel was just becoming more available. When the trip to Souillac resulted in 
one boy having a severe case of food poisoning,  John and his wife Elspeth stayed 
behind to look after him, and bring him home when he was fit enough to travel.  He was 
also keen to try out the new audio visual equipment when he realised its value as a 
teaching aid.  

John quickly showed his ability as a keen photographer, by running the Photographic 
Society,  getting the dark room equipped and operational,  spending many hours 
helping boys to develop their films,  organising talks,  visits and exhibitions,  with 

displays in school of the boys' work.  Several students went on 
to study for degrees and diplomas in Photography.  Many of 
his own pictures of France were used in his lessons as excellent 
illustrations. 

John's other hobbies included cycling, and he organised 
several cycling tours round the continent. He also played 
badminton with great enthusiasm.  He loved classical music, 
especially Wagner, which he listened to with a high quality 
sound system.   

After his retirement, John continued with his hobbies as fitness 
permitted, but after his beloved wife died earlier in the year, his 
health deteriorated, although he remained cheerful and well 
looked after to the end.  He will be remembered with great 
affection, as a stimulating companion and valued friend. 

Ginny Murray

Obituaries



Fredrick Brown 30/12/1929 - 26/02/2015 

Fredrick Brown was born in Hale Greater Manchester and went on to live in Timperley, 
Altrincham, He was a pupil at Altrincham Grammar School between 1941 and 1946. 
When he left school he was an Apprentice Fitter before he enlisted in the RAF in June 
1947 and went on to serve in Singapore, Cyprus, America and many other UK Military 
bases before being discharged in Dec 1969 as a Chief Technician. When he left the RAF 
he went on to work for Cambrian Airways, British Airways, Britannia Airways, amongst 
other employers. He had 3 sons and was a devoted grandfather.

Jon Hocknull 
Sadly Jon Hocknull passed away on Saturday 31st January 2015, aged 46 years, due to 
pneumonia and complications of Multiple Sclerosis, which he had bravely lived with for 
many years.  

Jon attended AGS 1979-86. From second to fifth year he was in Mr Butler’s form and 
during his sixth years he studied French, Economics and Statistics ‘A’ levels. After leaving 
school Jon went on to Trent Polytechnic, from where he graduated with a 2:1 BA Hons 
degree in European Business Studies, having spent a year studying and working in 
France. Unfortunately Jon was diagnosed with MS after graduation and due to 
progressively severe disabilities he was ultimately unable to work. 

Jon bore his illness and increasing physical disabilities courageously with his ever ready 
sense of humour and an unbelievably positive attitude to life. He continued to enjoy his 
longstanding passion for music and he made friends where ever he went. Jon was 
devotedly cared for by his parents Anne and Roger together and latterly by Anne on her 
own after Roger tragically died 12 years ago. Jon was an inspirational and lovely human 
being. He will be very much missed by his friends and family.

M Vey Roberts, died January 2014 
Attended the school from 1940 to 1945

Brian Barton,  dob January 9th 1928  

From Hansard 22nd October 2013  

“Tribute to Brian Barton, former MHK  

The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry to announce the death of Brian Barton, MHK for Middle 
between 1986 and 1988.



He was a Member of the Legislative Council from 1988 to 1998, and I am sure the House 
will wish me to record our condolences to his family. (Several Members: Hear, hear.)  

Brian was born on 9th January 1928 in Cheshire. He was educated at Altrincham 
Grammar School and Manchester College of Commerce. He worked in Barclays Bank and 
in the Royal Air Force. Subsequently, he was an executive with Marks & Spencer and the 
manager of the Isle of Man Census.  

During the period of his service as a Member of Tynwald, Brian had a wide range of 
duties. He was a member of the Department of Highways, Ports and Properties, with 
special responsibility for the Airport and Harbours. He was Chairman of the Dockwork 
Management Committee, a member of the Aerodrome Owners’ Association Committee, 
the member for the DHSS with special responsibilities for Social Security, a member of 
the Hospital Administration Committee, a member of Home Affairs and a member of the 
Water Authority.  

He was a member and latterly Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Committee. He served on 
the Overseas Aid Committee of the Executive Council, serving as its Chairman for 10 
years between 1988 and 1998. His contribution to the community also included being 
Chairman of the Needs and Resources Commission of the Diocese of Sodor and Mann, 
Chairman of the organising committee of the Isle of Man Olympics in 1985 and its 
President from 1986 to 1996. He was a trustee of the Friends of the Gaiety and sat on the 
board of the management of Ellan Vannin Homes.  

His life was one of service to the Isle of Man. He will be sorely missed by all who knew 
him.  

So, Hon. Members, in memory of former Tynwald Member, Brian Barton, who passed 
away last Sunday, and to show our respect and appreciation of the work he undertook on 
behalf of the people of the Isle of Man, can I ask you please to be upstanding for a few 
moments. Members stood in silence.  

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Hon. Members.

Ronald Howarth (19th February 1931 - 10th September 2014) 
Ron Howarth was born in Middleton and brought up in Broadheath. His parents ran a 
newsagents where Ron used to help. He attended the Altrincham Grammar School for 
Boys from 1942 to 1947, when, at the age of 16, he left and was articled to a firm of 
Chartered Accountants. There he was initially paid the princely sum of £1.00 per year!  

In the early 1950's he qualified in that profession and went to work for Great Universal 
Stores (now K and Co.). He spent all his working life there, rising to a senior position in 
the Company. retiring at 62 years of age. 



He met his future wife Joan in the dance hall and, having proposed to her in the romantic 
setting of Eaton Hall, they were married in 1956 at St George's Church, Altrincham. They 
settled in Chestnut Drive, Sale and had three sons, Martin, Gary and the late Neil.  

Eldest son Martin recalled memories of his father when speaking at the Crematorium. 
Replying to his son's question as to what might be the difference between Pepsi Cola and 
CocaCola, Ron, ever the born merchandiser, answered "4 pence". As an active Old 
Altrinchamian, Ron's financial prowess soon saw him appointed the Association's Treasurer, 
a post he occupied from September 1954 for an unprecedented 46 years!  

Dancing was a staple activity, in which he and Joan achieved great proficiency. He was a 
keen participant in Altrincham and District Rambling Club, serving as Treasurer there too, 
and also planning and testing many of the walks (and locating the best watering holes en 
route). He and Joan enjoyed holidays abroad and cruises. He was a member of the 
Brooklands Probus Club.  

His death at the age of 83 is a great loss to the Association, and his wide circle of friends is 
attested to by the large turn-out at his funeral on 22nd September, 2014. The Association 
conveys its sincere condolences to his widow, Joan, and other members of the family. 

Derek Hildrup, died October 2014  

Attended AGSB 1953 - 1958 
Derek R Hilldrup died on 14th October, 2014. He left 
school after “O-levels”, initially working in a bank. Soon 
after, he moved into insurance, first joining Zurich, then 
Midland Assurance, and lastly Legal & General. He 
became an “ACII” (Associate of the Chartered Insurance 
Institute) and was promoted to Inspector.  

His musical leanings found outlet as a trumpet player in 
the Boys’ Brigade Band. Later, as an accomplished piano 
player, he formed a 3-piece band which was active on the 
local dance-hall circuit. In sport, he was a keen, 
competition-winning snooker player and also played table 
tennis.  

For the Association, he served 5 years as Secretary (1997 – 2002) before handing over to 
Colin Bamford.  

To his widow, Joan, and their two daughters, we send condolences on the loss of a kindly 
man who served the Association well.



Warwick Kingston Clarke died 5th November 2014 aged 88  

Warwick was born on 7th October 1926 in Altrincham and attended AGS approximately 
1937 to 1942. 
He served in the Royal Navy during the war on HMS Frobisher. After the war he started a 
lifetimes career with ICI. He leaves a wife, son Robert and two grandsons. 

Douglas Rendell  
Doug Rendell was born on 16th November, 1918, and lived to the great age of 96 
(deceased 26th January, 2015.) He attended AGSB 1930 - 1935 and was taught there by 
the dramatist and film maker Ronald Gow, who nurtured his interest in photography and 
cinema. Subsequently he went on to the Manchester College of Technology. It was there 
he met Joan Hill, a fellow photography student and his future wife. Doug and Joan were 
married in a little chink of home leave from war service on February 23rd, 1943. After the 
war they settled in Crescent Road, Hale, and he set up in a photography business in 
Ashley Road, Hale. Their two daughters were born in the 1950's, Jane and Dianne.  

As well as his professional photography business, Doug was a truly inspirational and 
wonderful man who cared deeply for Hale and its community.He was co-author of the 
book "Hale and Ashley - the Past 100 Years" published by Hale Civic Society in 1987, and 
wrote and illustrated (with photos) the book entitled "Cinemas of Trafford", published in 
1998.  

In 1995, Joan passed away, and ten years' later Doug fell seriously ill and was 
hospitalised for a long time. He recovered and spent his last decade at Woodend Nursing 
Home. He continued to enjoy trips out with family members and also train trips around 
the area with his friend and fellow Old Altrinchamian, Mike Blease until his death in 
January 2015.. Even the "Manchester Locomotive Society" noted his passing in a few lines 
amongst the "Society News Items", though Doug was not a member.

John Mallows 1939 - 2014  
John attended AGSB from 1950 to1957 
He then went to Manchester University where he gained his MA 
degree. Following a few years with a local advertising agency he 
moved to London in1963 joining an international agency Young 
& Rubicam. He continued to study gaining the industry merits of 
both AA and MIPA. He advanced to become Media Director UK 
and finally European Media Director. 

Before he retired. John lived in Melbourn , Cambridgeshire. 
He is survived by his brother, Norman. 



Michael E Powell  
Born on 10th August 1941, Mike attended AGSB from 1954 to 1959. He made his mark 
in athletic sports, particularly excelling in Shot and Discus, achieving the 10 second 100 
yards and becoming Victor Ludorum. He went on to a career as a Civil Engineer and in 
an industrial cleaning business. In July 1963, he married Joan, and they had two sons, 
Gary and Mark. Later in life, he devoted a portion of his time to the affairs of the Old 
Altrinchamians’ Association, serving first as Membership Secretary for two years from 
1988 and thereafter as Chairman of Committee from 1990 – 1996. Younger brother, 
David, and sons Mark and Garry are also Old Alts.  

He was smitten by the Mercedes-Benz marque, and became an influential chairman of 
the Mercedes-Benz Club who is credited with boosting its membership and also being 
an innovative editor of the Club’s bimonthly “Gazette”. In later years, he moved on to the 
Club’s Archive, organising and cataloguing extensive material.  

His sudden death on 12th February, 2015, age 73, following a fall at home, brought a 
tragic and premature end to a memorable and active life. 
(Thanks are extended to Chris Bass, Editor of the M-B Club Gazette for permission to draw 
on tribute material published in the April 2015 edition.) 

Ben Smith  

Attended AGSB from September 1999 to August 2006. Left to go to Loughborough 
University to read Geography and Sports Leisure Management. Played lacrosse at 
university. Returned to Altrincham after 2:1 degree and worked locally before becoming 
Data Analyst at Soreen in Trafford Park working with supermarkets – building on a career. 
Died whilst running the Wilmslow half- marathon on Sunday 22nd March 2015 aged 27.  

He was an enthusiastic cyclist. 
He is survived by his father Gary,mother Chris and brothers Oliver and Josh. 

Jon (Bill) Budden  
Jon attended AGSB 1978 - 1985 
Jon (Bill) Budden passed away in April 2014 after an 11 month battle with cancer. He will 
be remembered for his sense of fun, his kindness and the shock of blond hair he kept on 
top of his very tall body. He leaves his widow, Catherine. Greatly missed.



Joseph William Machin  
Joseph William Machin, ‘Bill’, died on January 12 2015, age 94. His estimated dates at 
School are 1932-37. In the second World War, Bill served as a pilot, flying a Hurricane 
fighter out of RAF Tangmere. Bill was quite reluctant to discuss his flying days, but he did 
describe crash landing a hurricane in a ploughed field and walking away from it!  

Following the war, Bill worked as a financial advisor and mortgage broker, as well as 
working in his leisure time as a marshal at Oulton Park, where he was also known to race 
Jaguar XK cars.  

After one of Bill's neighbours was burgled in 1990, he turned up at Altrincham Police 
Station to find out what he could do to help. This led to the formation of the Crime 
Prevention Panel of which Bill was a founding member. Over the next 20 years Bill 
volunteered his time to helping the public and was a well known sight at the crime 
prevention stall on Altrincham market. He was also a stalwart of the local Home Watch 
scheme in Trafford.  

Bill lived alone following the death of his wife in the early 90s but always gave a loving 
home to a pet dog which he would get from the Rescue Home. 

David Berry  

Attended AGSB 1945 - 1942 (?)  

Chris Stocks  

Attended AGSB 1977  

John Alan Perrin  
Attended AGSB 1942 - 1942 (?)

Brian Herbert Jackson  

Brian was born on 8th April 1929 in Bucklow Hill. He was a pupil at AGSB 1940-45. 
Following School, he worked at Linotype in Broadheath until old enough to start training 
for the Ministry. He met his future wife, Val, in Cornwall, and after he was ordained into 
the Methodist Church, they went on to have three children. His last ministry was in Moss 
Side, Manchester, where he transferred to teaching, initially part-time, later full time. On 
retirement, he and Val moved to Hale and he continued preaching in local churches. 



In 2001, after the Twin Towers attack, he met and got talking to a Muslim, by the name 
of Iftikhar Awan, at a function at AGSB. Brian’s initiative from that meeting started the 
Altrincham Interfaith Group which was born to try to bring people of different faiths 
together. 
Brian lost Val in 2013, and he passed away shortly afterwards, on 29th August 2014, in 
his 86th year. Every time we are called on to sing a Charles Wesley hymn in Church, we 
remember Brian for his regular exhortation to “Give it some welly!” 

Robert William Nicholson  
Robert died on May 1st 2015 surrounded 
by his family. 
His funeral, held at Holy Trinity Church, 
Hoghton was packed to capacity with 
friends and colleagues . He attended AGSB 
from 1959 to 1966. 
The editor remembers him dressed up in 
women's clothes as a sister, or was it a 
cousin, or even an aunt of Sir Joseph Porter 
KCB in the school's 50th anniversary year's presentation of 'HMS Pinafore'. 

Robert followed his parents into medicine and was a Consultant Surgeon principally 
at Royal Blackburn Hospital. He was a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons. 

He was a kind and gentle man; a revered clinician who was passionate about his 
patients' care even when on holiday. He will be remembered as an excellent teacher 
by his junior staff . 
Curiously he will also be remembered as the surgeon who, for some unexplained 
reason, wrote his notes up using green ink. He had a keen interest in astronomy.  
He will be missed by all who knew him.  

He leaves his wife, Lorraine, and children Henry, Emily and Oliver. 

Philip Ernest Webb 

Philip Webb was born on 25th April 1943 (Easter Sunday) and grew up on a farm in 
Lower Peover.  He was a pupil at Altrincham Grammar School for Boys from 1953 -1959, 
doing particularly well in Latin.  He had piano lessons and then organ lessons, enabling 
him to play in various Churches. 



On leaving AGSB, he began a banking career, initially with the District Bank in Altrincham, 
later moving into Merchant Banking, ending up at the Mynshul Bank with the post of MD.  
After this career in banking, he went into business with his friend Grahame Barker, 
providing financial services from  “Butterfly Holdings”, a firm based in Oldham. 

   His 71-year life encompassed his marriage to Gillian in 1969, the birth of their two 
children Sharon and Jonathon, and the arrival of three grandchildren.  He  joined 
Manchester Rotary Club in 1976 and committed his fund-raising expertise to very good 
use on behalf of the Club and the charities it supported.  He was made a Paul Harris 
Fellow, the highest honour Rotary can bestow on members. 

   One of the most memorable initiatives that he organised and hosted were the annual 
Brass and Beatles Charity Music Festivals at his home, Chandler’s Farm, Bollington Lane, 
Nether Alderley.  Affectionately dubbed “Webbstock”, these Festivals raised over 
£100,000 over the years. 
  
  His death on 13th February, 2015 was caused by a brain haemorrhage;  he had suffered 
a prior one in 2000, but managed to make a full recovery from that.  His funeral on 26th 
February, 2015 took place in St Mary’s Church, Nether Alderley, itself a beneficiary of 
Philip’s past fund-raising activities. 

   (The present writer is indebted to David Tully, Stuart Greer, Ernie Metcalfe, Peter Barton 
and others for making their written contributions available to me to draw on.) 

Ken  Lea 



Sixty Years On 

A chance encounter on holiday in Switzerland in 2014 revived school-time 
memories of sixty years’ ago. In the early 1950’s, a pupil at Altrincham Girls 
Grammar School, by the name of Margaret Robinson, had wanted to take Maths, 
Physics and Chemistry in the 6th form. As the Girls’ school did not then have a 
Physics or Chemistry teacher, she ended up taking not just Physics and Chemistry, 
but all her lessons at the boys’ school. She therefore attended the physics classes 
at the boys’ school, then taught by Harry Lodge, in which I was enrolled. Margaret 
recalls the names of some of the boy pupils of that era: John Hargreaves, Roy 
Dorrington, Barry Saul and Tony Hutchison, amongst others. 

On the Swiss holiday in 2014, organised by Great Rail Journeys, she and I 
discovered our prior acquaintance and exchanged something of our subsequent 
life histories. Margaret (formerly a Knutsford resident who daily commuted to 

s c h o o l b y t r a i n ) w e n t t o 
Birmingham University, where she 
met her future husband, Mike 
Eastwood. They have one son and 
o n e d a u g h t e r . A s S h i r l e y 
Eastwood, she was a chemistry 
and mathematics teacher at a 
variety of secondary schools. In 
retirement, they now live in Ross 
on Wye. 

Ken Lea

Mike and Shirley Eastwood, Ken Lea

Jottings

Dear Larry 

I very much enjoyed reading the 2014 Old Alts newsletter which I understand is 
under your masterly editorship. A very good read it was; especially for us geriatric 
Old Alts and it was made all the more nostalgic for me, by your mentioning of the 
school's association with the game of tiddlywinks.

Letter to the Editor



However I do have to point out that it was myself and not Allen Astles who achieved 
the feat of potting 24 winks from 18inches in the time of 21.8 seconds. His record was 
to pot 10,000 winks in a time of 3 hours 51 minutes and 46 seconds. As such he was a 
stamina winker and I was a speed winker and was locally known as the fastest winker 
in the west. Such was my notoriety that many people on seeing me, would utter the 
immortal words,'what a winker', which I acknowledged with a cursory wave of my 
hand.    

At the time, AGS was one of the leading national institutions for tiddlywinks, which 
was also played by Prince Philip and many of the universities, including Cambridge 
and Manchester, who we played regularly. Several of us were selected to play for 
England in the annual tri-nations internationals, which as it was the pre Sky TV era 
were not televised to a worldwide audience. I know a quite amazing oversight! The 
matches were sponsored by Guinness and participants were awarded an 
international tie, which regrettably I have since mislaid. I do however still have my 
squopper and winks but they have not been used in vain for over 40 years. 

For many years we and the school were mentioned in the annual Guinness Book of 
records but sadly, more latterly, we lost out to baked bean eaters and to fellow 
athletes who represented their countries in the Olympics. Sadly winking never 
became an Olympic sport or AGS may have gained even more well earned publicity. 
However AGS did win the first two ever English national pairs championships; being 
represented by Alan 
Astles and myself in 
1964 and Richard 
Greenwood and 
myself in 1965.  

You may guess that 
it was inevitably Roy 
Coleman  that gave 
his support and I 
e n c l o s e a 
photograph of the 
1 9 6 4   A G S 
Tidd lywink team 
w i t h d e a r R o y 
C o l e m a n i n 
attendance.

Jeremy Shepherd, Andy Noakes, Roy Coleman, Steve Buckley, Richard Greenwood 
     Alan Cooper, Paul Atkinson, Allen Astles, Malcolm Wilkinson, Stephen Williams



 

It was also good to see a picture of my dear friend 'Panch' Pearson in attendance at 
last year's Old Alts dinner, on a brief sabbatical from Stanford. He and I graced the 
school's 2nd football X1 under the benevolent leadership of Andy Black, who I am 
now told is an aged rocker. We very much regarded this as the 'gentleman's' option, 
where the Corinthian spirit was as important as winning, which would have been 
somewhat alien to the wonderful Ist team supremo, Ron Tilley. Other notables in the 
team were Phil 'The Cat' Walker, in goal and Andy 'Own Goal' Cooper, in the heart of 
the defence. The red and green squares were worn with pride, even if  we were 
usually assigned to the Donkey field.   

I have some wonderful memories of AGS and the superb teaching staff; which 
included Charlie Howard,  Nobby Dore, Bruno Brown, Splinter Gorton, Billy Mills, The 
Rev Morton and the wonderful John Schofield, who imbued in me a lasting love of 
English Literature. Fond memories also of the superb annual school camp at Ladram 
Bay, which I attended every year from first year to sixth form. Thank goodness the 
school has maintained its current status and clearly goes from strength to strength. 

I shall look forward to future instalments of your magazine with interest. 

With best regards, 

Stephen Williams 1959-1966  
(now a native of Bucks).

Sent to Coventry

S t e v e J e n n i n g s s e n t t h i s 
photograph (which he thinks was 
taken in 1965) of a visit to 
Coventry by Form 5G



From the Altrincham Guardian February 9th 1957 
Shortly before the First World War, 52 boys assembled in a new school in Marlborough 
Road, Altrincham – now Altrincham Grammar School. One of them was chosen to be 
the bell-ringer because he was the only boy who had a watch. 
That boy is now the Mayor of Altrincham (Councillor E J Horley), and at the annual 
reunion dinner of the Old Altrinchamians’ Association at the Unicorn Hotel on Saturday 
he was honoured by fellow members of the association as the first old boy to become 
mayor of the borough. 
He received an inscribed bronze  tray mounted on a table-stand  made by Old 
Altrinchamian Brian Wallis. The presentation was made by association president Mr F 
Bancroft-Turner, Manchester Stipendiary Magistrate. 
“This evening is the high-water mark of my career,”  Councillor Horley (“Ted” to all 
present ) to ld the assembly. “ I fee l in the same pos i t ion as those 
embarrassed people, who appear on the TV programme ‘This is Your Life,’” 
He asked the association to take a special interest in the fine generation growing up to-
day. “They have a wonderful future whatever the Dismal Jimmies might say.” 
The toast to the Mayor was proposed by Mr E T Dale. 
Councillor Horley is now vice chairman of Altrincham Grammar School Governors.

Following last year’s Annual Reunion, Colin Bamford 
received the following letter which he would like to share 
with fellow Old Alts.  
Hi Colin,  

This is my third week back home and I am gradually getting through outstanding 
business. I even had a cricket practice yesterday on a  
Pitch owned by a friend with a vineyard property high in the Porongurup Range. A 
great venue but after 47 years absence from the field my bowling action has 
deteriorated.  

To fill you in on details from our pleasant conversations around the dinner table in 
Altrincham is a challenge. A reminder about the books and authors discussed would 
help as these have entirely slipped my mind. 
As for masters and pupils, the other pupils from the rugby and/or year connection 
included Roger Broadhurst and John Hammond, who were when I last heard 
(probably 10 years ago) working as lecturers in the University of the 
Southern Cross in ??? John 'Pancho' Pearson was the Blues aficionado who has 



 

reappeared at reunions as a lecturer in the US (Nashville I imagined as a Rock 
Historian but I was told by others more likely to be in California as a doctor/medical 
specialist. Paul Millar is the phone switchgear/network inventor who has equipment 
displayed in the British Science Museum in London and many patents to his name (or 
that of his employer, British Telecom) He is retired and living in Felixstowe but still 
active in the UK Physics Society. Ian Hilton knows him still. Robert Dufton was the 
contemporary of Dave Pilkington, Phil and myself on the musical fringe (guitar player) 
who Dave P has had contact with. My brother David left AGS in 1965 and went 
through a career in the aeronautics industry, exiting from Airbus in Toulouse at a 
senior level of the technical sales and marketing division. For a while he was a Vice-
President of Marketing and his final role was in Madrid as Project Manager of the 
Airbus freight conversion (A330-200F) which was seen as a replacement for the 
ageing Hercules. He is still lucid and well-informed on aircraft matters.  

As for staff, I think there was talk of Ron Tilley, of whom you will probably have heard 
much. What emerged in recent years were his experiences as a POW of the Japanese 
in wartime SE Asia. John Sugden does a great imitation of him.  
Metalwork and woodwork teachers were also spoken of including Mr Thornton 
although Phil or Dave were more informative than me in that sphere.  
Roy 'Piggy' Wilson was our chemistry master in middle school days and a great 
patron of the Cheshire Midland Hotel. 
Roy Coleman and his connection to Urmston Girls Grammar School (through his wife) 
is a legend. 
John Darling and the Rev Moreton ('Holy Smoke') were the duo who took some of us 
at the age of 14-15 to learn about German culture, beer and wine on a trip to the 
Rhine and Moselle one summer holiday, accompanied part of the time by the lovely 
Briggete from Schleswig Holstein, where John spent some of his student days. I 
certainly developed a taste for beverages, established a fine collection of beer mats 
and learnt new and exciting card games. 
Slim Wheeler was the giant of a man who taught physics with the benefit of a navy 
career behind him and having a fearsome backhander concealed by a genial 
exterior! 
Andy Black was the English master who I remember for his enthusiasm and choice of 
books like "Rogue Male" and "Animal Farm" which broadened our outlook. His deft 
responses to foolish adolescent questions like "Sir, why do you waste your time 
teaching people like us" was met with the rejoinder, "Because, Jennings, they are not 
all like you.."  

Stephen Jennings;9th October 2014. 



 

Notes from Old Alts 
It's always good to hear from Old Altrinchamians. 

 
Ken Veitch (a City fan apparently) recently wrote to the Headmaster to say that even 54 
years after having walked to school along Heath Road for the last time he still enjoys 
walking and can still manage to reach Lakeland summits. 
He reports that he and his wife, Kay, have four grandchildren who give them great 
pleasure. 
On a recent visit to the school, Ken noted that the temporary wooden shed which 
served as form room 'F' in 1954 was still standing.  

Headmaster, Tim Gartside, heard from Rajiv Sethi who is studying Medicine at King's 
College London.Rajiv wrote to say that he has been awarded the Sir John Ellis Student 
Prize 2015. The prize is awarded by the Association for the Study of Medical Education.  

Rajiv submitted a report on the transition from final year student to foundation year 
medic and made a number of suggestions regarding training which the college is 
considering implementing.



EDITORIAL  
Whenever I go to the school I always check to see that I am still on the relevant year's 
panoramic school photographs.I appear on two of them, one when aged 14, and one 
aged 18 sitting with the prefects.I am not sure what I think might happen. Why would 
somebody somehow want to obliterate the images?  

I am always relieved to find that even after around half a century the images are still 
there and my mild, just about sub-clinical, paranoia is unfounded.It seems I am not 
alone in this. At this year's Reunion Dinner I noticed several of my colleagues stopping 
at photographs firstly to check that they were still there themselves and secondly to 
remind themselves of friends with whom they may have lost contact.  

The Reunion Dinner is a wonderful event where we can reminisce to our heart's 
content, reminding ourselves of often minute details of time spent at Altrincham 
Grammar School for Boys.Sometimes the memories are of amusing incidents, others 
are of long lost friends. The Old Boys Association is an excellent vehicle for keeping in 
touch with one's peers.  

In the past Old Alts formally applied to join the Association.It was never made clear 
that this was the required procedure. For years I thought that I was a member just 
because I had attended the school.It was not until fairly recently I was asked if I wanted 
to join as I was a regular attender at the Reunions.This came as a surprise to me, and I 
suppose I felt slightly hurt as it seemed I was considered an outsider.I was not an Old 
Boy. My name was not on the list of members, and therefore for years too I had missed 
out on sharing the Newsletter.  

It was as if my image had been deleted. In reality, regardless of whether my name was 
on a list or whether my image remained in tact, once a member of Altrincham 
Grammar School for Boys, always a member of the school.There will always be a part of 
us that remains at the school and a part of the school that remains within us. But my just 
about sub-clinical paranoia prevented me from appreciating this reality.  

The Old Alts committee has been looking at the way new members are recruited .Until 
recently senior members of the Association attended Speech Days, and encouraged 
impoverished recent school leavers to sign on the dotted line and agree to handing 
over a membership fee.A sort of reasonably benevolent press gang.This proved to 
pretty unproductive and relatively few officially joined the Association.The Association 
noted that although many tens of thousands of boys had passed through the school, 
only a few hundred were members.There were two groups of Old Boys therefore; an 
'official' group that agreed to pay a small annual fee and the larger group who had no 
recorded affiliation with the Association.  

It is pleasing to report that this is changing. Every school leaver will automatically 
become a member of the Association and be recorded as such on the 



files.Furthermore there will be no joining fee to pay.The way in which the Association is 
funded has changed. In future the Association will be sponsored . Details of sponsors 
will be found in the September edition of the Newsletter which will be available online.  
This is an excellent development and means that all former students will now both feel 
a continuing association with the school and will be in receipt electronically of the 
Newsletter.  

We look forward to welcoming many hundreds of new members to the Old Alts 
Association over the coming years. Good to have you officially on board. The future 
looks good indeed.  

Larry Bode 


