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Newsletter 2015 - 2016
The theme of the School Magazine this year was music. Music is one of 
our many strengths at AGSB and the generous donation of £3,000 by 
the Old Alts to the School for the purchase of more musical 
instruments will only strengthen it further. 

My experiences of working in and visiting other schools have given me 
a very mixed picture of standards of music teaching and learning 
today. In schools in which there is a real commitment to the subject 
and enthusiastic, committed teachers it can provide all pupils with a 
rich and varied experience, offering opportunities to participate in 
music-making and adding a rich and varied cultural dimension to 
pupils’ learning. However, in other schools little more than “lip service” 
is paid to music. It is under-resourced and treated as a minority subject 
– almost a distraction from Maths, English, Science and Humanities.  

At AGSB we have a clear vision for musical education. We believe in 
musical excellence, underpinned by wide participation. Our senior and 
middle-school bands are recognised nationally for the quality of their 
performances and we have a long list of Platinum and Gold awards in 
music competitions. There is no school in the country where you will 
see a higher standard of performance in concerts. Our commitment to 
wider participation is seen especially in Years 7 and 8 where all pupils 
learn a musical instrument and have the opportunity to participate in 
form and year-group ensembles and bands. This unique project has 
been financed by generous donations from the PFA and now from 
yourselves, the Old Alts. Many of you recognise the value and 

enjoyment music has brought 
to your lives and you want to 
offer even greater 
opportunities to this 
generation of AGSB pupils. 

So, on behalf of everyone at 
AGSB may I give a huge thank 
you to the Old Alts for your 
donation. The Association 
supports the School in so 
many ways and the affection 
you feel for the School is very 
much reciprocated by our 
affection for the Association 

Yours sincerely 
Tim Gartside 
Head Master 



It’s been another very successful year for the School, and the establishment of the Hamblin 
Education Trust together with the link to North Cestrian Grammar School has become a 
major part of the future development for the School. 

At the previous three Dinners our speakers have been Old Boys who had been very 
successful in a wide variety of careers. They were able to bring us fascinating insights into 
how or whether their time at AGSB prepared them for life. This year we were lucky in Gordon 
Burns, to have a speaker who has been particularly successful in his chosen field, and has 
become a true national celebrity in an era that uses the term rather freely. He brought 
observations from a very broad perspective because he has operated at a very high level and 
rubbed shoulders with top people in entertainment and politics. 

29th March was the date for this year’s Senior Awards Evening. This was preceded by the Old 
Boys fixtures for Hockey, Rugby and Football. 

In 2015 we were able to support the Key Stage 3 music curriculum by funding the purchase 
of violins for use by Year 7 boys. This year we are pleased to help the expansion of the 
scheme to include Year 8 boys as well in the hope that they will continue practical music 
making as a life-time activity. This gives me particular pleasure because my father was Chair 
of Governors for two local primary schools, and when he sold the large family house, he used 
some of the proceeds to endow music teaching as a part of their curriculum. 

This year we have been able to make another generous contribution to the School in support 
of the Music Department, and I presented a cheque for £3,000 to Tim at the Annual Dinner. 

Earlier this year I told the Committee that I would be standing down as Chairman at the AGM 
in November next year (2017). We are therefore looking for my replacement. The consensus 
appears to be that he does not have to be a current Committee member. If you would like to 
talk about what’s involved for yourself, or someone you know, please get in touch with me or 
any Committee member, who will be as discreet as you would like. 

Colin Bamford 
07767 861831 
colincbamford@aol.com 

Message from the Association Chairman



I hope you enjoy reading this year’s newsletter - my first as Editor. I’d like to offer my sincere thanks to 
all those who contributed material - it really is the content provided by members on a voluntary basis 
that allows me to put together a newsletter like this and share information across our community. 

Thanks too to Larry Bode, previous incumbent of the role. I thought he did a great job. I’m sure Larry 
won’t mind me mentioning that he spent many frustrating hours fighting with (against ?) computer 
technology in order to get something publishable. Hard work, but worth it, Larry. Thank you. 

The Old Altrinchamians Association is growing. A couple of years ago your Committee decided to 
‘auto-enrol’ school leavers into the Association, rather than the previous approach of merely asking 
school-leavers if they’d like to join. As a result there is an annual influx of new members and so this 
Newsletter is set to reach an ever-wider audience. Over time this new-member approach is expected 
to lead to a broader community too, with the average age of the Association inevitably becoming 
younger. That’s not to say that our long-standing members are in any way devalued. Far from it - it’s 
usually members with some ‘serious mileage’ who have the best stories to tell and for whom this 
Newsletter is the main connection with the school. 

I also serve as Association Secretary, and one of my great pleasures is receiving calls or emails from 
Old Boys who want to pass on some news, or just use us as a contact service. When I am contacted in 
this way it just serves to remind what a great community we have in the Old Alts Association, and why 
I am hoping that this Newsletter will continue to provide a useful information source for all members. 

I do ask for your help though. Please could you be on the look-out for items that you think might be 
of interest to the Old Alts (or other OBs). We are an eclectic bunch, so “items of interest” is extremely 
broad. The sorts of items that tend to go down well are: 

- Press clippings/stories featuring OBs 
- Any sporting news 
- Recent meet-ups or reunions between OBs 
- Old school photos (e.g. school trips, sports teams, groups of friends) 

Unfortunately I also receive contact concerning members of our Association who have passed away. 
Old Alts’ friends, spouses and offspring have all contacted me over the past year for this reason. We 
like to include a short obituary for those members we have lost. So, sad though it is, if you are able to 
notify me of deaths too then that would be appreciated. 

Finally a quick word about Newsletter distribution. We need to minimise the amount of physical 
printing/posting of annual Newsletters. You’d be amazed at the proportion of our annual budget that 
is consumed by producing and posting Newsletters, money which could be diverted to more useful 
purposes. Ken Webb, our Membership Secretary, has gone to great lengths to obtain email 
addresses for as many members as possible, and where we have email addresses we now send the 
Newsletter electronically. So please keep him up to date if your details change. You can also 
download the Newsletter from the website (www.oldalts.com). 

Antony Perrett, Editor 
07775 788877, antonyperrett@googlemail.com  

Letter from the Editor

http://www.oldalts.com


The Association Annual Reunion Dinner was held in the Stamford Hall at the School on Friday 
29th April 2016, and whilst an unfortunate clash with the May bank holiday weekend meant that 
numbers were relatively low this year, 68 Old Boys, School staff (past and present) and prefects 
attended another very enjoyable dinner, yet again with excellent food provided by Sodexo. 
 

l-r: Mr Martin Leake, Mr Eric Lupton, (name) l-r: Mr Brian Clark, Mr Toby Nichols

l-r: Mr Allen Astles, Mr Phil Deakin l-r: Mr Steve Wheeler, Mr Derek Farr, Mr Paul Owen, 
Mr Steve Haslam

l-r: Mr Chris Hill, Mr Roger Cleland l-r: Mr Adam Cooper, Mr Andrew Young, Mr Kozzy Voudouris

Annual Dinner 2016



Following pre-dinner drinks in the Sixth Form 
Common Room, the dinner commenced with 
grace by Dr Kenneth Lea and then prior to 
the formal speeches he also lit the candles in 
memory to former Old Boy and Master, 
Reggie Thompson.  Association Chairman, 
Colin Bamford, welcomed the Old Boys, 
guests and thanked the sponsors before 
passing on apologies from Association 
President, Peter Morton and former 
Chairman, Mike Gittins who were 
unfortunately unable to attend due to ill 
health.  Presentations were made to Martin Leake for winning the Saville- 

Laver golf trophy for the second year running and the Chairman was then 
delighted to present the 
Headmaster with a cheque for 
£3,000 from the Association, 
which was to go towards 
musical instruments for the 
school, allowing every year 7 
and 8 pupil (1st and 2nd years 
for those over the age of 40!), 
to have access to a musical 
instrument. 

Following the Chairman’s toast 
to the School, the Headmaster 

responded by providing an 
update on developments at the School over the past 12 months.  The School’s academic 
performance has yet again been excellent, with particular congratulations going to last year’s 
upper 6th students, whose A-Level results were quite outstanding.  Of the subject entries, 27% 
were grade A* and 84% were at A*/A/B.  At the top level grade, this placed the School 10th best 
in the whole country but in terms of “value added” between GCSE results to A Level results, the 
School received the best results in the whole country. 

At GCSE-level results in 2015 were also very strong, with the School maintaining high academic 
standards at all levels.  The School is now concentrating on adjusting to major exam changes, 
with GCSE exams from next year grading results at Grade 9 (best) to the lowest Grade 1.  
Coursework is also being discontinued in most subjects and the system is reverting back to a 
single exam sat after two years, with which so many of the Old Boys will be more familiar. 

In sport the School was rated the 5th best sports school in the whole country in 2015, based upon 
success in regional and national competitions across a wide range of sports.  This has placed the 
School in the top 10 sports schools in the country for the past 3 years running. 

Whilst a major theme of the year has been to maintain and develop educational excellence 
across many fields in the School, it has also been about responding to local and national 
educational needs and changes.  The School recently supported North Cestrian Grammar School 

Dr Ken Lea

Mr Martin Leake

l-r: Mr Colin Bamford, Mr Gordon Burns, Mrs Barbara Nelson



in their bid to join the state sector as a “free school”.  As a 
result, North Cestrian School (note dropping the word 
“Grammar”) officially opens as a state school in September 
2016 with approximately 125 pupils entering in year 7.  In 
order to ensure the future success of the school, AGSB has 
set up the Hamblin Education Trust, which will oversee the 
running of both schools.  The naming of the multi-academy 
trust is significant as Walter Hamblin was Headmaster at 
AGSB between 1933-1950 and then moved on to become 
the first Headmaster of North Cestrian Grammar School.  It 
is anticipated that AGSB will over the next few years look to 
spread its educational excellence beyond its boundaries to 
benefit the ever growing population of young people in the 
Altrincham area. 

The Headmaster concluded by thanking the Association 
Chairman for the very generous cheque, expressing his appreciation 

of the consistent support provided by members of the Old Alts. 

After rousing applause the Chairman then introduced the evening’s guest speaker, Gordon 
Burns, who will be fondly remembered as presenter on the long-running Krypton Factor, as well 
as North West Tonight.  Gordon congratulated the Head on 
the stunning achievements of the School and then recounted 
stories from his own school days at Campbell College in 
Northern Ireland, through to being a young journalist on the 
Belfast Telegraph.  His “big break” came when applying for a 
job at BBC Sports Report when he was a significant 
underdog for gaining the position, but due to good research 
and a bit of fortune he was able to impress the interview 
panel and secure the job – a lesson that he wished to impart 
on the sixth formers present. 

A significant claim to fame for Gordon is that he is the only 
television presenter to have interviewed all of the last eight 
Prime Ministers (can you name them? ). 1

His fond memories in television included being stung by 
Noel Edmonds in a “Gotcha”, and his last TV interview which 
was with Peter Kay, who managed to ask him live on air 
during the closing credits whether he’d managed to get rid 
of his rash yet!  It was a truly entertaining speech and his 
presence was much appreciated. 

Christian James then rounded up proceedings with the raffle and his usual ‘witty’ banter. 

 Ed.:  Heath, Wilson, Callaghan, Thatcher, Major, Blair, Brown, Cameron (information correct at time of Dinner, though 1

subsequently overtaken by Westminster events)

Mr Tim Gartside

Mr Gordon Burns



Several hundred pounds were raised through the raffle and sponsorship, which helped to 
conclude a very successful and enjoyable evening. 

Special thanks to Ken Lea for his photographic skills. 
 

Mr Christian James
l-r: Mr James Reilly, Mr David Matthews, Mr Sam Mabon

l-r: Mr Tim Gartside, Mr Colin Bamford, Mr Gordon Burns

l-r: Mr Andrew Rawson, Mr Scott Meakin, Mr Tim Lowe, Mr Robert Perkins, Mr Robert Gledhill, Ms Rashenda Chapman, Mr 
Gordon Burns, Mr Joanne Harrop, Ms Hannah Coates, Ms Caroline Newton

l-r: Mr Stephen Perrett, Mr David Matthews, Mr Ken 
Webb, Mr Colin Bamford, Mr Christian James



I’d like to thank all of our sponsors and advertisers to date for their ongoing support of the 
Association. Each and every one of them have supported our programme for this 3rd consecutive 
year making a generous and significant contribution to our fundraising efforts. 
  
Our sponsorship programme runs throughout the year so if you feel it’s something you can support 
then please get in touch. We have a number of packages available to suit all pockets and budgets. If 
you are an attendee of the Annual Dinner or plan to join us next year then the Prefect Package offers 
excellent value for money as it includes your ticket to the dinner as well as a bottle of wine and two 
pre-dinner drinks of your choice. If the sponsorship/advertisement opportunities are not relevant to 
you or your company but you would still be keen to show your support then of course we are always 
more than grateful to receive any donations you are able to make to the Association. If everyone 
reading this newsletter were to give just a couple of pounds as a donation it would make a huge 
difference to our fundraising for the year and in recognition of your support your name and year of 
leaving will be credited on a dedicated contributors’ page on the Association’s website. 
  
I do hope you will consider the opportunities available. Should you require further details on how to 
become a sponsor/advertiser or if you simply wish to make a donation please do get in touch. 
  
Kind regards, David Matthews (david@ptevents.co.uk, 07917 770384) 

�  

Sponsorship of the Association

mailto:david@ptevents.co.uk


The Old Altrinchamians 2016 Sponsors are …..
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Rugby: School vs. Old Boys 

The Old boys’ game has always been tightly contested and 
this year was no exception.  
Despite Old Boys’ Captain, Aaron Chaderton claiming just a 
week before he could only muster a team of 13, the old 
boys arrived with a full squad of 26 looking much stronger 
than anticipated. The game started fast with plenty of 
aggression from both sides with Old Boys prop, Sandy 
Rowlingson, being substituted due to exhaustion after just 
10 minutes. The first half finished with only 7 points being 
scored. 
It quickly became clear as we kicked off for the second half 
that a diet of baked beans, pot noodles and lager had 
seriously affected the fitness of the Old Boys. The first XV 
ran away with the game finishing with a score of 48 – 7. The 
highlight of the game was when Adam Jackson (on his 
debut at full back) threw a laughable interception pass to 
last year’s captain, Jimmy Smith, to gift the Old Boys their 
only try of the game. Nevertheless the Old Boys left, beer 
bellies hanging in shame after their first decisive battering 
in the school’s history.  

Cricket and Football - School vs Old Boys - no report this year 

Old Alts AFC 

Old Alts AFC continues to run six 
teams.  Three play competitive 
football each Saturday afternoon and 
three Veterans teams play more 
social football on a Sunday.  All six 
teams are always looking for new 
players and also for volunteers to 
help with the many aspects of 
running an amateur football club.  If 
you are interested in getting involved 
in any way, please contact Brian Clark 
on 0161 428 9836. 

The 1st XI won promotion back into 

Sports Reports

Martin Long shows perfect concentration making this clearance.  
Martin was chosen by manager, Pat Kelly, as his Player of the Year for 
the season 2015/16.

Old boys captain , Aaron Chadderton 
School captain, Toby Daniels



the Premier Division at the end of the 2014/15 season.  They made an excellent start to 
the 2015/16 season by winning the Terry White Cup, which is contested between the 
First Division Champions and the League Cup winners, who were Boothstown FC.  Old 
Alts won this curtain raiser to the new season with a convincing 3 – 0 victory and 
collected their first silverware. 

However life in the Premiership was not going to be that easy and their first sixteen 
league games resulted in just 3 wins, 3 draws and 10 defeats gaining just 12 points and 
early exits from the Cheshire Amateur Cup and the Gilgryst Cup.  So at the end of 
January, relegation was once again staring the team in the face.  A remarkable 
transformation took place at the beginning of February.  It started with two hard fought 
draws against Rochdale Sacred Heart and Manchester Gregorians.  This was the start of a 
run of 14 games with only one defeat, nine wins and four draws producing a massive 31 
points.  The overall total of 43 points was sufficient to earn a comfortable 8th place in the 
top division.  Who knows what could have been achieved if a more competent start had 
been made.  Manager, Pat Kelly, and his coach, Mike Williams, are to be warmly 
congratulated in achieving this remarkable outcome. 

The 2nd XI had a less spectacular season also finishing in 8th place in the Reserve Division 
with 13 wins, 3 draws and 12 defeats.  Their positive 24 goal difference was largely down 
to their leading goal scorer Kez Calliste who found the back of the net 29 times after 
manager, Steve Turton, decided to redeploy his talents from full-back to striker after the 
first 8 games.  Kez owed some of his success to three AGS Old Boys, Adam Leishman, 
Will Morton and Sean Hollingsworth, who formed a strong part of a loyal and well 
disciplined squad. 

The 3rd XI, playing in the top 
division of the Altrincham and 
District League, enjoyed a 
really successful season.  They 
finished runners-up to a very 
strong Broadheath Central 
side.  Manager, Bernard 
Williams, enjoyed even more 
success when his side played 
Broadheath in the semi final of 
the League Cup.  Much to his 
delight, Alts won a closely 
fought match by two goals to 
one to reach the final at Moss 
Lane.  It gives me great 
pleasure to report that the 3rd 
XI played some really 
attractive football against 

Moorlands in the final.  There was only one goal between the teams but Alts were the 
well deserved winners and if they had taken more of their chances the margin of victory 
would have been greater.  So well done to the 3rd XI for enabling Old Alts to start and 
end the 2015/16 season with silverware! 

Old Alts 1st XI after winning the Terry Wood Cup against 
Boothstown, receive a bottle of champagne from their sponsor, 
Terrence Cummins.  In the foreground is Terrence's grandson, 



The three Vets teams all play in the Cheshire Veterans League and although no silverware 
was won, all three teams had an enjoyable season.  The Over 45s were the most 
successful finishing in the runners-up spot in their Division.  Our thanks go to Steve 
Gregory their player manager for all his efforts in keeping all three teams active! 

Finally, the Club once again organised a very successful Sportsman’s Dinner at the Cresta 
Court Hotel at the end of November.  The main speaker was local hero, ex-Altrincham FC 
player and manager, Graham Heathcote.  He was ably supported by comedian, Mickey 
Miller, and compère Fred Eyre.  The evening was enjoyed by all the 135 people present 
and produced a much needed boost to club funds. 

�  

Members of Old Alts 2nd XI line up at the annual Sportsman's Dinner.  From left to right, Elliot Vernon, Steve 
Maguire (assistant manager), Old Boys Will Morton and Adam Leishman, Jamie Foster, Steve Turton (team 
manager) and leading scorer Kez Calliste.



Golf 
The Association society day took place at Styal GC 
on 24th Sept 2015. 

Martin Leake won the Charles Laver Trophy for the 
second year running!. Antony Perrett was second 
and Colin Bamford third. 

 
Jeff Winthorpe claimed the Guests' Trophy for the 
second time. 

 
The winning team was Antony Perrett, Paul 
Stockton and Duncan Battman. 

 
Dave Smith and Ted Roylance won the 'nearest the 
pin' prizes. 

 
It was good to see two first timers Phil Jones and 
Mark Winthorpe, as well as a lot of old friends. The 
weather behaved itself in spite of a few drops of 
rain that came to nothing.  

 
Styal should be congratulated on the condition of 
the course, with the three new holes 5, 6 and 7 
adding to the challenge. 

 
This turned out to be one of the most enjoyable 
OAA golf days for some time! 

The two other events in the golfing calendar were; 

• The annual golf match against the School 
took place on Thursday 18th June at Styal 
Golf Club. The School won 3:1. 

• The Inter Old Boys tournament at Bramhall 
Golf Club was held on Wednesday 8th July. 

Old Alts golf day winning team: Antony Perrett (Capt.), 
Paul Stockton (Capt.), Duncan Battman (Capt.)

Martin Leake (Charles Laver trophy winner), Dave 
Smith (joint winner ‘nearest-the-pin’), Stephen 
Perrett (er….)



Saville Laver Dinner, 2016 

In 2016, the annual Saville Laver Dinner was held at Christ's College, Cambridge on 
Saturday evening, 5th March.

There is no report for this dinner, but here is a photo of the event.

l-r: Mr Tim Lowe, Mr Will Deeley, Tim Gartside, Kevin Pearson, Mr Robert Gledhill, Mrs Ann Pearson



Jottings  2

Various Correspondence with the Association…. 

I  

 Bits and bobs with some connection to the school, picked up over the course of the year2





Dear Ken,  
belatedly say Thanks for forwarding Newsletter as an attachment. Its contents have 
nudged me into the comments below that you might care to forward to the Editor 
(new or old), if you think they may be of any interest. 
  
Comments in your recent Newsletter jogged my memory in a couple of respects so 
excuse me putting pen to paper: 
  
As a pupil in the 6th form after WW2 taking what was then referred to as Higher 
School Certificate it was extremely difficult to get places in universities straight from 
school because priority was given to demobbed ex-service personnel. It was impossible 
unless one had studied and achieved the required grades in the necessary subjects. 
Because Botany and Zoology were not part of the school curriculum, courses such as 
medical, dentistry or veterinary were unavailable. In 1946 half way through the 6th 
form year, when 4 students had their sights on being vets, dentists or medics the 
school had a dilemma, but the Girls High had a similar dilemma, in that they only 
taught Botany and Zoology and no Physics or chemistry –all required subjects for 
medical courses. So a reciprocal arrangement was made and the timetables of the 
two schools were synchronised so that the biology periods at the Girls school and the 
physics and chemistry at the boys coincided. Myself, wanting to be a vet, and 3 other 
aspiring medics would race up on our bikes to the girls school for a double lesson 
passing 4 girls racing down-hill to the boys school likewise. We had to cover 2 years 
work in a single year in botany and zoology. Luckily all 4 of us managed to scrape 
through in the exams.  

The innovation was regarded as a novel experiment and probably with a measure of 
trepidation. It was taxing covering two years in one. There was certainly no time for 
any fraternisation. We sat at the back of the girls classes and dutifully kept our 
distance from the lasses at all times. Not unsurprisingly a little tittering was 
occasionally observed. I have often wondered whether the “cross-over” arrangement 
twixt the two schools was continued after I left in 1947.   

Unfortunately I was only offered a vet school place for one year hence, which I could 
not take up for two years until after National Service, so, having also applied for an 
Agriculture course as second option and was successful I became an Agricultural 
consultant instead following 2 years RAF service in 1952/3. I believe my three 
colleagues all qualified medically, one, Stanley Deane, surprisingly becoming a 
gynaecologist I believe.  

Finally I add that it is refreshing to return to the old school, exchange experiences 
and be able to see oneself exhibited in the long photos adorning the walls.  I trust 
the 1946 photo is still hanging on the Stamford Hall balcony wall after 69 years. I 
well remember the marshalling to get everyone in place. It must be a nightmare now 
with 3 or 4 times as many lads in the school!   

I really enjoyed the Centenary Celebration occasion and hope to be able to attend  
dinners for many more years. 
I also hasten to add that your newsy newsletter in September was very interesting 
and much appreciated. 
  
William Mason 



A short Article from the Local Newspaper About Derek Woodrow 
(copyright belongs to the newspaper) 

The life of maths and education 
expert celebrated at Sale church

 

THE life of the late Professor Derek Woodrow, an internationally renowned maths and education 
expert, was celebrated at St. Mary’ Church, Sale on Friday, December 4. 

Before quoting from the professor’s own biographical notes, his friend, John Savin said: “The 
number of people here is a sign of the love and respect in which Derek and his wife Pat, were held.” 
Work colleague, Andy Pickard, spoke about Professor Woodrow’s time at Manchester Metropolitan 
University (MMU). 
He joined as a lecturer in 1983 when MMU was Manchester Polytechnic, before running the maths 
department. 

In 1992, he became the university’s first Professor of Education and in 1994, when MMU 
amalgamated with Crewe and Alsager College, set up their Department of Education. 
One of only two members of his large family to attend a grammar school (Hanson High, Bradford) 
he later studied mathematics at Manchester University. 

During his life, Professor Woodrow visited 78 countries and attended 250 operas and 400 plays. 



In 2011 he accompanied Pat on a St Mary’s Mothers Union visit to Helmshore Mills Textile 
Museum. 

Coming home the coach got stuck down a country lane. He donned a high-vis jacket and told the 
queue of impatient motorists what was happening. The coach eventually backed out. 
A Manchester United fan for 27 years, his name was put on his regular seat two years ago. 
Only a month before he died, the Woodrows celebrated his 78th birthday with a three day visit to 
the Hague. Pat said: “It was magical.” 

Besides Pat, he leaves two children and three grandchildren. 

 

From the local ‘Metro’ Newspaper 
(Ian was our Annual Dinner speaker 
in 2014) 

From the local ‘SAM’ Newspaper 

 



Letter From Peter Skilton (attended AGS from 1945) 
“Memories Of The Oldest Inhabitant 

I’m 82 now. I was one of the first AGS intake children in 1945, the war had just ended, we 
all took what was called “the eleven plus”, a selective exam to separate the sheep from 
the goats. If you failed – you went to a Secondary Modern, if you passed, you started at 
the Grammar School. 

I started infant’s school in 1939 in Stretford. It was a brand new school and my earliest 
recollection was lining up for Prayers with the sun shining on the polished floorboards 
from what seemed like enormous church sized windows. I went back to that school 15 
years ago and they were just about to pull it down. I asked if they had changed the 
windows – but No, they were just ordinary windows – but not to a 5 year old! 

Stretford was considered dangerous (German bombers bombing Trafford Park) so we 
moved to Timperley – Greenway Road, next to the Station. A lot of good that did – a 
bomb landed in the front garden and blew the front in – so I was evacuated to a farm in 
Derbyshire. I was originally booked to go by ship to Canada but my parents said No. Just 
as well – the ship was torpedoed! 

Eventually we came back to Timperley and after a spell at Stamford Park Junior School, I 
finished up at AGS. On leaving, I qualified as an Industrial Chemist at Manchester Uni and 
went in to research where I invented non-drip paint. Unfortunately it is not a very good 
product as the stuff that makes it non-drip is aluminium and eventually the aluminium 
‘rusts’ and leaves a white film on the paint! I then got a job running a factory making 
plastic foam. That was really good because in those days it was a secret German process 
and because I had learnt German, I was one of only a handful of British people that was 
taught how to make the plastic foam. 

That got me a better job working for an American Company in Milwaukee where I 
thought that there was even better money in being an Engineer – so I went back to Uni 
and took a BSc (Eng). Things never work out the way you expect so I never did become a 
proper engineer but got a job back in the UK running a cosmetics Company. I invented a 
rather nice hand cream for my rather small employer and it did quite well until another 
Company copied my formula and brought it out as Oil of Oolay – Yes, your wife probably 
uses it – it’s a good product – I should know, I invented it! 

An opportunity came up to go and work in Italy for an engineering Company who made 
chemical plant and I worked in Italy for nine years for various Companies until I decided 
that I could make the equipment better myself, so came back to the UK and started an 
engineering Company employing 50 people and manufacturing chemical plant. 

That was a real success and when I was 59, I sold the Company and retired to Australia 
where I have lived for the last nearly 25 years. I have a big house next to the golf course 
with the beach just the other side of the links.  

The moral of the story is that AGS gave me a superb education and what with a bit of luck 
by knowing the right people at the right time – has given me the sort of life that every 
retiree aspires to. Sun, sand and a life in the friendliest Country in the world. 

Thanks AGS, Peter Skilton” 



Obituaries 

Harold James Hall 1922- 2015. 
  
Harold was born in Altrincham on the 5th May 1922 and passed 
away on the 14th September 2015 after a short illness. His father 
was a cotton goods buyer for the firm of Richard Haworth & Co of 
Manchester and his grandparents on both sides were yeoman 
farmers in Bowdon. Harold went to a local ‘modern’ school which 
took pupils from 5 to 14, and then on to Altrincham Grammar 
School in 1935. At both schools he was in the choir and 
eventually he became head chorister at the Grammar School. He 
was also into sports, playing football and cricket, as well as 
competing at athletics and swimming. When he left the school 
just before the war he found it difficult to get a regular job, and 
signed up for the RAF as soon as he could. He served as a flight 
mechanic and an aero engine fitter at numerous RAF bases, 
finishing the war at a large RAF Maintenance base in India. This 
experience stood him in good stead as for the rest of his life he 
was involved with light aircraft as a licensed aircraft engineer, 
running his own business for many years. After selling his business he continued as a freelance 
aircraft engineer and was still working part-time until a few months before his death aged 93. 
  
After the war he settled in Leicestershire, marrying Mary who he 
met whilst posted to a Leicestershire aerodrome during his time 
in the RAF. Harold became very involved with local organisations 
such as the Rotary Club of Blaby, the Leicestershire Wildfowlers 
Association, the East Midlands Gundog Club and the Blaby & 
Glen Parva Community Service organisation. He was well known 
and well liked, and received no less than four Paul Harris Awards 
from Rotary International. Mary pre-deceased him in 2003, and 
he leaves four children and five grandchildren. A Celebration of 
his Life conducted by his son-in-law was attended by over 200 
friends and family members. Two of his customers flew their 
vintage aircraft over the cortege and also over the cemetery after 
the burial service as a mark of their respect. 

Thanks to his executor Brian R Screaton, who sent the Association three instalments of papers, 
photos,  magazines etc, 

Derek Woodrow. (also see press clipping in ‘Jottings’ section) 

Derek Woodrow was one of only two members of his large family to attend a Grammar School 
(Hanson High, Bradford.) He later read mathematics at Manchester University, obtaining a 
doctorate there. 

Early in his career in maths and education, he was a staff member at AGSB  for the academic 
year 1965-1966.  He then moved to a lecturing post at The Manchester College of Education. 



Later, he served at Manchester Polytechnic, subsequently Manchester Metropolitan University, 
becoming Professor of Education in 1992. 

He was married to Pat and they had two children. He was a Manchester United F C fan for over 
25 years and his name was put on his regular seat at the ground. 

He died in 2015 at the age of 78. 

Patrick de Courcy Meade. 

Patrick de Courcy Meade was a pupil at Altrincham Grammar School during L. Saville Laver's 
tenure as Headmaster.  Born on 22nd September, 1918, he lived to 26th January, 2016 (in his 
98th year.)  He gained an honours degree at Oxford in 1940 in Modern Languages (French and 
German). 

During the 2nd World War, he served as a Captain in the Intelligence Corps of the British Army, 
for a time (1942/43) attached to the United States Army.  His war service was, for two years, 
shrouded in secrecy at Bletchley Park. 

Post-war, he returned to Oxford where he acquired a Diploma in Public and Social 
Administration, with Distinction, in 1947.  His ensuing career spanned training roles with the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. Ltd. (1947 - 51), Philips Electrical Industries Ltd. (1951 - 60), and a company 
which he founded in 1960, called "Industrial Training Service Ltd". He became its first Managing 
Director, overseeing its transition from government agency to independent consultancy. While 
there, he co-wrote with F W Greig "Supervisory Training - A New Approach for Management", 
published by HMSO in 1966. The Company, ITS, flourished, undertaking commissions not only 
in the UK but in many other parts of the world, e.g. in Africa, SE Asia and Latin America. 

Patrick has been described as an amusing, bright, talented and kind person. His views were 
invariably interesting, if not downright forthright, but behind everything there was a twinkle in 
his eye! He first met his wife-to-be, Joyce, in Mexico in 1975. She pursued a professional career, 
and it was not until 1987 that marriage took place. After extended consideration, they chose 
Rodborough, near Stroud, as the location for their home. They were inveterate travellers, visiting 
many countries, enjoying life to the full, and not foregoing camping experiences. 

Peter Kenneth Cross 
  
Peter Cross was born on 26th January, 1932 and died on  16th July,  2016 in hospital, age 84.  He 
attended AGSB in the 1940's.  He took Higher School Certificate in 1949 and went on to 
Manchester University, graduating with a degree in Accountancy.   
  
Peter was a conscientious objector, and instead of doing National Service,  he worked in a 
menial capacity at Wythenshawe Hospital.  His career was mostly with the Manchester Building 
Society, from which he took early retirement. 



He was very musically inclined and assembled a well-catalogued collection of vinyl and CD 
recordings for playback on top-rank equipment. He supported the Arts, particularly orchestral 
and operatic. 
      
He pursued a variety of social, religious and political activities, including serving as a Magistrate 
in Manchester for 25 years (1968-1993).  He was an inveterate traveller to world-wide 
destinations, with many visits to India, combining sightseeing with teaching English to foreign 
pupils. His subsequent travelogue shows, illustrated with his own photography, drew large 
attendances and raised funds for charities.  

Peter possessed an exceptional memory, being able to recall lengthy passages of text "by heart" 
(useful in theatrical performances). As the resident chef he was wont to prepare cordon-bleu 
meals for guests at his home, rechristened "Chez Pierre" for such occasions. 
      
Peter resided in Hale throughout his life and was elected a member of Altrincham Probus Club. 
Though friendly with Sheila, his one-time colleague on the Bench,  (who hailed from Darwen)  he 
never married.  
  
See also funeral announcement in Sale and Altrincham Messenger, 28th July, 2016 

The Association was also notified of the passing of other Old Boys, although we have no 
obituary for them: 
• Ros Pellow - A brief entry entitled "Sad News of Sudden Death of Ros Pellow" was posted on 

23rd January 2016 on the Old Alts website -- look under Monthly archives for January 2016. 
 She  was a Spanish teacher at AGSB who had retired  circa 2006. 

• Warren K Clarke 

Thanks to Ken Lea for sifting and/or compiling the Obituaries section.


