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OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS’ 

Newsletter 2016 - 2017
Dear Old Altrinchamian, 

The school year 2016-17 has been another successful one for our students and for the 
School generally.  Examination results remain very strong meaning that our 2016 leavers 
were able to secure places at the universities of their choice to pursue the courses they 
wanted.  We sent 23 onto medical courses and over 40 to different types of engineering 
courses.  Humanities subjects (including Economics and Business) are very popular too.   

This year football has been the outstanding sport.  Our first XI reached the final of the 
Football Association Schools’ Cup which was played at the Keepmoat Stadium, the home 
of Doncaster Rovers.  In what was a great feat of organisation we took over 600 boys to 
support the team – 10 coaches and buses lined Marlborough Road in the morning to 
take everyone over to Doncaster for the noon kick off.  Our opponents were Millfield 
School and in the end we lost to them 2-0 but the result mattered much less than the 
enjoyment of the occasion for so many and the celebration of one of the best First XI the 
School has ever seen. 

For our annual school production we turned to musical theatre this year and presented a 
stunning performance of the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice musical Jesus Christ 
Superstar.  There were some lovely voices on show from both the boys’ and girls’ school 
and the production played to full houses on all three nights.  Music remains a real 
strength of the School and in Years 7 and 8 all our pupils learn a musical instrument 
drawn from woodwind, brass, strings or percussion.  The School provides the 
instruments for the vast majority of boys and part of the finance which has allowed this to 
happen has come from the Old Alts Fund. 

Our link with North Cestrian School has now been made permanent with both AGSB and 
North Cestrian School (NCS) Governing Bodies overseen by a Hamblin Education Trust 
Board of Directors.  There are two Old Altrinchamians on the Board, one of whom is 
Graham Brady MP and the other is Duncan Battman who is Chairman of the Board.  NCS 
opened as a ‘free school’ in September 2016 with 125 pupils 
in Year 7.  In September 2017 a further 134 pupils will join 
thus demonstrating that the new school is certainly proving 
popular and satisfying a need for extra secondary school 
places.  The association of the school with the AGSB ‘brand’ 
helps to give parents confidence in their choice of school. 

Of course, these few words are just a tiny snapshot of what 
has gone on at School over the past 12 months but I do 
hope that it gives you a sense of a thriving and busy 
community.  It has been a pleasure to meet many Old Alts 
who have visited us during the past 12 months and should 
you be passing close to Altrincham you are always very 
welcome to drop into School where you will receive a great 
welcome from me, my colleagues and the School prefects. 

Best wishes 
Tim Gartside 
Head Master



Dear fellow Old Altrinchamians, as acting Chairman of the Association, I've been invited to pen a 
few words in this edition of the newsletter. Perhaps the best way to start is to introduce myself. I 
was at AGSB 1979 to 1986, starting in Mr Barton's class. I excelled in the social side of school but 
the year end exams proved I wasn't the most academic and I spent the next 4 years with an 
amazing variety of students in one of the three 'parallel' forms, under the guidance of Mr Fallows. 
I scraped into 6th form and loved almost every minute of it. The headmaster at the time was Mr 
Bickers, with two amazing deputy heads......Mr Nodding and Mr Coleman. I somehow managed 
to scrape into Uni (yes, even Teesside Poly is now a university) and now find myself running an 
advertising agency in Altrincham having moved back to the area some 20 years ago after a spell 
working in Australia. Colin Bamford, our current Association Chair, invited me to take on this role 
and I'm delighted to be doing it particularly as I have a 15 year old son currently at the school.  

As I look ahead to what I want to achieve in the role, it's really pretty 
simple; to make the Association relevant to as many old boys as 
possible. To do this, as a Committee, we need to be engaged with our 
members and the school. So you may see a step up in 
communications over the next few months as I try and find out what 
people want from their Association through the social and sporting 
events we organise; hopefully providing a great excuse to get 
together with an eclectic bunch of blokes who share an aspect of 
significant common history 

Christian James 

I hope you enjoy reading this year’s newsletter. Thanks go, as usual, to all those who kindly send me 
materials - both regular contributors (football, dinner, etc) and also the ad-hoc. I know from the 
feedback I receive over the course of the year that readers appreciate both types. If you would like to 
submit material or ideas for future issues, the please do so. My contact details are on the front cover. 

The Association continues to improve its efficiency so that raised funds can go to good uses. 
Newsletter distribution and production of a physical copy is actually one of our major expenditure 
items and so we continue to do all we can to produce this electronically and distribute electronically 
too. Thanks go to those who have converted over to these more modern methods - it really makes a 
difference. We will continue to produce paper copes and distribute via snail mail while there is 
demand. 

Current and (some) past newsletters can be downloaded from the website at any time. 
(www.oldalts.com). 

Antony Perrett, Editor 

Message from the Association

Message from the Editor

http://www.oldalts.com


… and from the Membership Secretary

Dear member                                                                                                

As our numbers now exceed 1100, I have moved our mailing database to a more robust 
system called MailChimp. 

I sent out my first mailshot asking you to make any amendments to the records I held. 

I was delighted with the number of you who responded, but there were many who did not. So, 
naturally, I looked for the possible reasons. 

Without doubt it appears that many probably have “spam” filters which block messages from 
unrecognised sources. May I ask you to amend your mailing system to “accept” messages from 
Old Alts or I won’t be able to keep you informed of the latest news. 

Many of you will have changed your email addresses and therefore my message was rejected. 
I shall be delighted to be deluged with emails from you, just so I can update my database. 

Ken Webb, Membership Secretary

… and finally, the Treasurer

Gentlemen,


You will have read in newsletters that The Old Boys’ Association has made substantial donations to 
the School for the purchase of an all-weather cricket pitch, musical instruments and microscopes. 

Our funds come entirely from your annual subscriptions and the small annual dinner surplus from the 
raffle on the night.  

Your committee enjoys being able to make large donations to the school on your behalf. 

With increasing use of the internet our only expense is the production of the annual newsletter which 
is printed for fewer members than ever. The cost of postage for those members is very generously 
covered by a committee member. 

Your bank standing orders vary from 25p from the very good old days, 50p from the good old days, 
some at a £1 and the majority at £5 with some generous at £25. 

Nevertheless, our income at present will not enable us to continue donations to the school at recent 
levels. 

If you would like to consider instructing your bank to increase your donation, it will be very much 
appreciated.  

Any new subscriptions or donations may be directed to sort code 09-01-51 account number 
21801802 

Ken Webb, Treasurer     



The Association annual dinner was held on Friday 10th March in the Stamford Hall at the School. 
The number of guests attending was similar to the previous year - circa 70 in total - a mixture of 
staff, current prefects, recent Old Boys and some not-so-recent Old Boys. 

Pre-dinner drinks were held from 6:30 in the 6th-form common room (there was a general 
feeling that this slightly earlier start time gave a greater opportunity to meet old friends and 
possibly have a mooch around the school to marvel on the changes made over the years). 
Guests were treated to music from the school jazz band - and most excellent entertainment it 

Annual Dinner 2017

Pre-dinner drinks. This year’s theme was “beer”



was too -  many thanks go to the boys and supporting staff for providing such first-rate music. 
Drinks were served by our friends from Ashley Cricket Club. 
 

Dinner commenced at 7:30 with grace and the loyal toast, led this year by Christian James as 
stand-in for Association Chairman, Colin Bamford, who is recovering from illness. Christian 
‘lighted’ the Reggie Thompson ceremonial candle (very slickly-done - no naked flame was 
involved !. How does he do that ?) as a cue for those gathered to raise their glasses to toast the 
Association. 

Dinner was served very efficiently by Sodexo and comprised: Starter - Feta mushroom and sun-
dried tomato terrine. Main - Lamb with vegetables (or vegetarian option) followed by chocolate 
torte, coffee and mints. Very nice it was too. 

During the meal Christian introduced the raffle prizes, comprising 
one or two interesting football items and an enviable selection of 
cheap booze. Accordingly as guests ate, the Sixth-formers fleeced 
cash from distracted diners in the name of raffle ticket purchases. 
Having inspected the takings, Christian declared them “interim” 
before entreating a further plundering of the rapidly-dwindling 
guest finances with another round of raffle sales. All told, the raffle 
raised a total of £600. The Association aims for break-even on 
dinner ticket sales (and often makes a slight loss, due to last-minute 
non-attendees), so sales of raffle tickets are an important fund-

Guests included Prefects, current teaching staff and er ….

…”Hand over yer money” …



raiser for the Association. Thanks go to all those who were able 
to contribute raffle prizes. 
Eating concluded, it was time for speeches. Arrangements had 
been made for Anthony Taylor - top-flight football referee and 
Old Boy of the school - to attend as guest speaker. However 
Anthony was unfortunately put in last-minute detention and 
therefore unable to join us. Maybe in a future year. However, 
reluctant though he can often seem to speak in public, Christian 
once again took to the microphone with a hybrid ‘guest-speaker-
cum-stand-in-Chairman’ slot.  

Apparently, as a result of an earlier 
school renovation, Christian had 
recently been presented with a 
piece of the school infrastructure as 
a souvenir. The school property in 

question bore graffiti mentioning Christian by name and also 
referred to certain biological details that defied accepted 
anatomical teaching. The graffiti referred specifically to Mr James’ 
nether regions and their unconventional attachment point. The 
souvenir was duly circulated for the non-squeamish guests to 
inspect. 

Last year the Association 
donated funds to the School 
to acquire some new 
microscope equipment to 
support the excellent science 
teaching already achieved by 
the School. Christian 
presented the high-tech 
equipment to an 
unsuspecting Andrea Wesley, 
Head of Biology, who 
regained her composure in 
the face of the James charm-
offensive. 

The perfect after-dinner speech: short, semi-witty and not too pornographic. 

Responding on behalf of the school, the Headmaster updated the Association on the main 
events of the preceding 12 months. A very successful year on many fronts: ‘A’ level results were 
excellent (albeit a slight drop on the previous year’s record results) but very pleasing 
considering the record-breaking numbers sitting exams. High-fliers have always done well at  
AGSB, but of particular note were those students who had just scraped into the 6th-form, but 
who really caught the work ethic and managed to achieve good grades. 

Christian reluctantly spoke

Hmmm …

Ian Horn was presented 
with a golf trophy

Apparently its a top-of-the-
range microscope



GCSE results were almost identical to the previous year, in 
spite of the tightening of standards by the exam board. From 
2017 there are new syllabuses and exam grades to look out 
for, which represent the most comprehensive re-engineering 
of GCSEs for many years. 
AGBS also had a stellar sporting year. Overall the school is 
rated as the 7th-strongest in the country, consistently in the 
top-10. Specifically, hockey: AGSB are the North West 
champions for Under 18s and in indoor hockey National 
Finalists for the Under 16s. The U16s team are now also North 
West champions and Northern champions and going to the 
National Final in April. Badminton: AGSB are the second best 
U14 team in the country. Football: The First XI are National 
Finalists in the English Schools Football Cup. (Originally there 
were over 500 schools and now there are just two – AGSB and 
Millfield School - and on Wednesday 29th March AGSB will be 
playing at Doncaster Rovers’ ground, kick off 12 noon.) Our 
First XI is also in the last round of the Greater Manchester Cup 
so there is a possibility of a memorable double. 

Musically the school had further success this year with the Studio Band reaching the National 
Finals of the Concert Bank Festival for the 5th year in succession and the regional round they 
achieved the much-coveted (but rarely awarded) Platinum award for outstanding musical 
performance. The Music Department are also producing ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ later in March. 

The Headmaster has also been in the media spotlight recently, particularly with the issue of 
additional Grammar schools being under public debate at the moment. There is also the thorny 
issue of money. AGSB will soon suffer a cut in funding of around 2.9% in addition to the cuts 
already imposed. The school is making representation to mitigate the cuts, but there may well 
be consequences in terms of class sizes and school morale. 

At the 2016 dinner, the Headmaster reported that North Cestrian School had joined our Trust – 
the Hamblin Education Trust – as it joined the state sector. In its first year as a state High School, 
North Cestrian had 126 pupils in Year 7 and this year it is likely that there will be greater demand 
next year, almost all being drawn from the WA14 and 15 area.  This year Stretford Grammar 
School and Sale High School may join the Trust. We believe that as a group of four we will be 
stronger than as separate units in these uncertain times. 

The Headmaster concluded by reminding the Association of the affection felt for it by the School 
and thanking the Association for its continued support 

The Headmaster updated the 
Association on the important 
events in the school year



The raffle was drawn and 
prizes collected, before the 
formal proceedings were 
brought to a close and the 
serious business of 
catching up with old chums 
could begin. 
 

 The awarding of raffle prizes - guests were clearly easily-pleased



Old Alts AFC 

The football club did not enjoy the same level of success as 
last season when both the 1st and 3rd XI won silverware, the 
2016/17 season ended with nothing at all to put in the trophy 
cabinet.  Although we continue to run three teams on a 
Saturday, it was decided that we would only be able to field 
two teams in the Cheshire Veterans League on Sundays. 

The 1st XI plays in the Premier Division of the Manchester 
League, which is the highest level at which amateur football 
clubs can compete.  In order to survive at any higher level 
requires clubs to pay semi-professional players – a step that 
Old Alts do not want to take.  As a consequence, playing 
against the elite amateur clubs in Greater Manchester is 
extremely competitive.  Unfortunately, the 1st XI were unable 
to replicate the form of last season when their last fourteen 
games produced nine wins, four draws and only one defeat.  Out of 28 games this season they 
only managed 8 wins and 2 draws only managing to finish just one place outside the relegation 
zone.  However, we continue to be grateful to the manager, Pat Kelly, and his assistant, Mike 
Williams, who work tirelessly week in, week out.  We wish them more of the success that their 
efforts deserve in the new season. 

The 2nd XI had a mixed season but managed to finish mid-
table with 11 wins, 5 draws and 12 defeats from their 28 
league games.  Perhaps the highlight was a fine 2 – 2 draw 
playing away to Westbury Sports Club, who were the eventual 
champions.  This was in the middle of an unbeaten run of 6 
matches from early September until the middle of October 
and thoughts were turning to possible promotion.  However, it 
was not to be as too often points were dropped to inferior 
teams.  Nevertheless, great thanks go to the manager, Steve 
Turton, ably assisted by Steve Maguire, both of whom put so 
much time and effort into running the team. 

After last season’s success in winning the Altrincham & District 
League Cup it was back down to earth for the 3rd XI.  Their mid-table finish with10 wins, 3 draws 
and 11 defeats was somewhat disappointing after winning 5 of their first six matches and 
looking as though they were going to replicate some of the previous season’s success.  
However, it was not to be, with manager, Barney Williams, being let down by the attitude of a 
small number of his players, who need to realise how much effort goes into running an amateur 
football team in this day and age. 

Sports Reports

Old Boy, Paddy Etorre, watches on as 
Rico Colulo jumps to head the ball

Jack Doyle closes down the skilful 
East Manchester mid-fielder



The Vets teams play in the Cheshire Veterans League and although both teams finished outside 
the promotion places, all the players had an enjoyable season.  The Over 35s were the more 
successful, finishing in third spot in their Division whereas the over 45s finished 4th.  Our thanks 
go to Steve Gregory their player manager for all his efforts in keeping these teams active! 

 
All five teams are always looking for new players and also 
for volunteers to help with the many aspects of running an 
amateur football club.  If you are interested in getting 
involved in any way, please contact Brian Clark on 0161 
428 9836. 

The Club has recently seized the opportunity to create its 
own clubroom at Crossford Bridge.  There is a lot of hard 
work involved but we are hoping that it can be completed 
through the summer months and be up and running for the 
start of the new season.  This should prove to be a major 
boost to the social side of the club and provide a 
convenient after-the-match meeting place. 

Finally, the Club once again organised a very successful Sportsman’s Dinner at the Cresta Court 
Hotel at the end of November.  The main speaker was local Premier League and European Cup 
referee, Anthony Taylor.  He was ably supported by comedian, Jed Stone, and compère Fred 
Eyre.  Our guest of honour was Terrence Cummins, who has been the Club’s principal sponsor 
for the last five years. The evening was enjoyed by all the 133 people present and produced a 
much-needed boost to club funds.  Please make a note of the date for this year’s Dinner, which 
is on Thursday, 30th November.  Please join us at the Cresta where you can be assured of a warm 
welcome and a chance to meet old friends. 

Brian Clark 
(Photos courtesy of Bill 

Shepherd) 

 

Rick Chambers keeps his eye on the ball

Old Alts 1st XI in the new kit provided by their main sponsor, Terrence Cummins, 
who also appears in the photograph, with his grandchildren, Harvey and Harper.  
The photo was taken immediately prior to Old Alts 2 – 2 draw against East 
Manchester on Saturday 19th August 2017



Golf 
There were two golf events held during the period of the newsletter, both very enjoyable. There 
seems to be a hardcore of Old Alts who are regulars for these events - though of course they are 
open to all and it would be nice to see some new faces joining our regulars. 

The 2016 Society event was held at Ringway GC under sunny skies. Thanks to Martin Leake for 
organising. Results were: 

Ian Horn won the Charles Laver Trophy with 39 points playing off 26.  
John Barton was 2nd with 36 points playing off 18 
Steve Perrett was 3rd also with 36 points playing off 14.  
Rob Bloomfield won the visitors' trophy. 
Ian Horn won nearest the pin on the 16th 
 



 
For 2017 the Old boys mixed in with school golf day - at Chorlton GC on 16th July. There was a 
good mix of boys from the school, teachers, guests and old boys. The format was stableford 
scoring with full handicap allowance. 

Nearest the pin winners: James Munnery and Ken Webb 
Old Boys winner: Scott Meakin (39 points). Runner-up Ryan Cannack (33 points) 
School winner: Adam Sharp 



The nineteenth annual Saville Laver Dinner was held at Jesus College Cambridge, on the 
evening of Saturday 11th March 2017. Pre-dinner drinks were served at 7:00 pm, and 
dinner followed at 7:30 pm in the Prioress’s Room. After the meal, diners withdrew to the 
recently built Jesus Bar. 

The Saville Laver Society was founded in 1998 in honour of the first Head Master of 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys, and the location of the Society annual dinner 
traditionally alternates annually between Oxford and Cambridge. Given that the event was 
held at Jesus College, Cambridge this year, we found ourselves breaking this tradition of 
alternation. Jesus College is one of the leading colleges in the University of Cambridge. It 
was established between 1496 and 1516 on the site of the twelfth-century Benedictine 
nunnery of St Mary and St Radegund whose ruinous buildings, which included a huge 
church, were adapted to house it. Today these buildings remain at the College’s centre. 
Five spacious, three-sided courts containing rooms for students and Fellows, and beyond 
them twenty-four acres of gardens and playing fields, surround the nuns’ cloisters. There 
the College’s Chapel and Hall face one another, and the remains of the nunnery’s chapter-
house may be seen. Interestingly, the full name of the college is “The College of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint John the Evangelist and the glorious Virgin Saint Radegund, 
near Cambridge”.  

The Dinner is open to any old boys of the School who have attended, or are currently 
attending, one of the colleges of Oxford or Cambridge. All members of the staff of the 
School are most welcome to attend. 

With thanks to Kenneth Lea and George Gould 

Saville Laver Dinner



 

Jottings …..
A collection of the weird and wonderful from various contributors - thanks to all

Founder's children recreate historic photo to celebrate North 
Cestrian's free school status
“Things have come full circle”: An Altrincham school is bridging the old and the new as it celebrates becoming a 
free school.

North Cestrian Grammar School first opened its doors 65 years ago, with founder Walter Hamblin welcoming 26 
boys into a school which housed only one modest classroom in what is now Headmaster Lee Bergin’s office.

Now, with the new North Cestrian School opening as a free school for the first time, history was mirrored as Walter 
Hamblin’s son and daughter ushered in a new era for the school.

David Hamblin and Mary Robinson travelled from opposite ends of the country to mark the milestone occasion and 
greet the 125 new Year 7s who have joined the free school in its inaugural year.
Mary said: “It’s great to be invited back and to be involved in such a momentous landmark – the rebirth of North 
Cestrian as a free school.

“So much has changed since our father originally founded North Cestrian as a grammar school, the school itself is 
obviously much bigger than it was at the start.

“Coming back to see the school enter a new life, just as our father was here at the very start of North Cestrian as an 
institution, seemed really fitting. Things have come full circle.”
Walter Hamblin founded North Cestrian Grammar School aged 67 after serving 18 years as headmaster at 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys.

As a result of achieving free school status, North Cestrian has become part of the Hamblin Education Trust, 
formalising its relationship with Altrincham Grammar School for Boys under one board of directors.
Lee Bergin, headmaster of North Cestrian School, said: “We’re absolutely honoured that Mary and David came to 
visit North Cestrian on such an important day in the school’s history. It’s even more pleasing that they feel the 
school retains the ethos their father seeded and that students not only get a good education but also become very 
well rounded individuals.

“Now that North Cestrian is a free school it means our supportive environment, on which we pride ourselves, is 
accessible to more boys and girls in the area, and we look forward to an exciting future for the students and staff.” 

Copyright Sale and Altrincham Messenger, October 2016



Dear Sir, I wonder if you read the Economist?  To my surprise the School appeared in the magazine a 
couple of weeks ago by way of a photo. The one with a story about Israel and the 1967 war on the 
front (before the election). 
  
I mention it because it shows the stairs by my room and the photos of the former Head Boys are very 
clear. It could make a nice small feature in the newsletter for now or next year – can you name the 
Head Boys or something like that. 
  

Tim Gartside, Headmaster

Well readers - can you identify the previous Head Boys from their mug-shots on the wall ? I’ve checked that zooming in 
doesn’t help - not enough resolution on the image. Ed. To claim your prize simply write to the Editor. Please mark your 
envelope “I claim my Free Magnifying Glass”

How two Cheshire film-makers documented the rich history of Burma

Beyond a vague knowledge of Ang San Suu Kyi’s years of house arrest and subsequent election to 
high office, many people would admit their knowledge of Burma is limited. But a former pupil of 
Altrincham Grammar School is hoping to increase awareness of the country through a new film 
which is due to be premiered this year.

Alex Bescoby spoke to Cheshire Life after a meeting at which he showed his film to a major 
broadcaster. ‘It was like taking a baby to be examined,’ he said. ‘I’ve given so much of myself to 
making this film and then it was up there to be criticised.’ 

It may never have been made at all, had Alex not had a change of heart while studying for a history 
and politics degree at Cambridge University. He was about to begin a thesis on local government in 
the UK but put his name down for a scholarship to south east Asia.

‘I was packed off to Burma and Thailand for a few months,’ Alex said. ‘I completely fell in love and 
have been going back ever since. After Cambridge I worked for companies who were looking to do 
business in frontier markets and the only place I ever wanted to go back to was Burma.’



Between jobs Alex began to study the history of Burma and learned about the British rule of the 
country and the Burmese royal family. They had been swept from power in the late 19th century 
by the British, but the family lives on. When Alex happened to meet some of them he was 
inspired to tell their story.

‘The last king of Burma is buried in India, in the wrong place, because of the British,’ he said. 
‘There has been talk about bringing him home. He died in exile but not even the family can agree 
on what should happen. There is top level support for it but I don’t know if it’s a good idea or not. 
He’s not just some ordinary dead guy, he was considered a demi-god and was the head of 
Buddhism.

‘I called a friend from Hale, Max 
Jones, another ex-Altrincham 
Grammar pupil and said that they 
need to have this story told.’

The pair founded Grammar 
Productions – a nod to their old 
school – and began work 
interviewing the family and piecing 
together their story. When Alex and 
Max ran out of money to fund the 
film they applied to the Alan 
Whicker Foundation for young film 
makers. After a gruelling selection 
process they beat off competition 
from about 100 other film projects 
to be awarded £80,000.

‘That money has been invaluable,’ 
Alex said. ‘It enabled us to tell the family’s story and hopefully to make more people aware of 
what happened in Burma.
‘I was about to write a book but I knew no-one would read it. I wanted people to know the story 
but the majority of people won’t pick up a book about the history of Burma, but they might watch 
a film.

‘Because I had no experience, I thought I could do it. With no experience, no-one takes you 
seriously but the constant feedback I had was “go and do it”.

‘My passion is to make films about parts of history that I think people in the UK should know more 
about. These are important stories and they deserve to be told to the widest possible audience. I 
find those lesser known, more obscure stories fascinating.

‘As we enter a post-Brexit world I think we need to constantly reflect on where we stand as a 
nation. The world has changed, there’s a lot going on around the world.’
The film – Burma’s Lost Royals – is due to be given its UK premiere in September, with a first 
showing in Burma soon after and could (if that meeting with the broadcaster was a success) 
subsequently be shown on television.

Alex, who grew up in Hale and now lives in south London, is due to return to Burma with more 
film ideas soon.

For more, go to grammar-productions.com
Copyright Cheshire Life Magazine

Alex and Max on shoot in Mandalay, December 2016

http://www.grammar-productions.com/
http://www.grammar-productions.com/


Fell-runner Steve Birkinshaw Breaks Wainwright Peaks Record

(Editor’s note: Steve is an ex-AGSB pupil) 

A Cumbrian fell runner has set a new record for tackling all of Alfred Wainwright's 214 peaks in 
the Lake District. a book and a film have been recently released (“There’s No Map in Hell”) 

in 2014 Steve Birkinshaw broke the 
record set by Joss Naylor in 1987, who 
completed the challenge in seven days, 
one hour and 25 minutes. Mr 
Birkinshaw, 45, ran 320 miles (515km) 
and ascended 36,000m (118,000ft) in 
six days and 13 hours. 

The challenge raised more than 
£12,000 for two Multiple Sclerosis 
charities. Mr Birkinshaw's sister has the 
disease and he will be donating to both 
the national MS Society and a local 
charity, the Samson Centre. 

He said: "It's all a bit overwhelming to be honest. Joss Naylor is an incredible athlete, so to 
have beaten his record is an amazing feeling. "There were some really tough times out there, 
but I was spurred on every time I reached a Wainwright top and met someone else who had 
made the effort to come out and support me.” 

Threlkeld-based Mr Birkinshaw, who works as a research associate at Newcastle University, got 
under way in Keswick on Saturday 14 June 2014 at 09:00 BST and finished back in the town on 
Friday at 22:00 BST. 

He ran the equivalent of two marathons each day and a GPS tracker recorded his movements. 
The 214 fells (hills and mountains) were described in Wainwright's seven-volume Pictorial 
Guide to the Lakeland Fells (1955-66) 

Copyright BBC

Dear Sir,
 
I hope you will excuse the out-of-the-blue e-mail, but I wanted to notify you of our intention to 
commemorate the life of a former Altrincham Grammar School pupil.  Pilot Officer Kenneth James 
Pierpoint attended the school in the 1930s and when he left, he joined the war effort and trained as a 
pilot.  He was appointed to 605 Sqn RAuxAF during World War 2, but sadly he was killed in a flying 
accident in August 1942; I understand he is commemorated on a memorial within the school.



He came to our attention again last year when his sister passed away, and left a sizeable bequeath to the 
RNLI.  This was used to launch a new lifeboat at the RNLI station in Fleetwood, which is fittingly 
named the RNLB Kenneth James Pierpoint, and as the Commanding Officer of 605 Sqn, I had the 
honour of formally launching the boat.   
 
As members of 605 Sqn today, we would like to mark the 75th anniversary of his death and plan to do 
this on Sunday 20 August 2017.  Approximately 20 of us will start the day by going to the RNLI 
Station at Fleetwood and we will be shown the boat by the RNLI staff there.  In the afternoon (approx. 
1430hrs) we then plan to visit the Hale Cemetery in Altrincham and lay a wreath at his grave. 
 
My purpose in writing is simply to let you know; I am not expecting any involvement or participation by 
the School, and I am conscious that this is both very short notice and in the middle of the school holiday 
period.  In slower time, if it were possible it would be very much appreciated if we could have a 
photograph of the School memorial showing his name, as we can then include this within any write-up 
that we do of the event.
 
I hope this is all in order but please do not hesitate to come back to me if you need any further details.
		

Kind Regards,
Paul Bell, Wing Commander P N BELL 



Dear Mr James and the members of the Old Altrinchamians. 

The staff and students of the Biology department are delighted that you have decided to 
help us buy some new microscopes. The reason for our request is as a result of the 
changes in the A level and GCSE specifications. 

The microscopes currently in use in our A level classes are believed to be between 15-20 
years old. They have been used and repaired extensively but are now definitely showing 
the signs of age. The poor quality of the image produced by these microscopes makes it 
difficult for our A level students to carry out the practicals required with sufficient 
clarity and precision. At A level the amount of practical work involving microscopes 
has increased significantly and also the requirement to work individually has also been 
introduced. 

To try and accommodate these changes and the increase in numbers in each Year 12 
class we had to purchase 3 new microscopes at the beginning of this academic year. The 
improvement in the image quality and the ease of use of the microscopes is in such 
contrast to the current microscopes that we realised how much the old microscopes were 
hampering the learning of the students. Of course it was not only obvious to us but to the 
students too and now there is a stampede to secure one of these three microscopes when 
doing practicals. Your generosity will ensure that each A level student will have access 
to a good quality microscope with which to carry out the experiments that are assessed 
as part of their course. 

The current A level microscopes will not be wasted, although they have the limitations 
described they are still better than the ones currently being used at GCSE level as they 
have an integral light source and higher magnifications. Therefore the old A level 
microscopes will be re-designated for use at GCSE and the current GCSE microscopes will 
be used in KS3 classes to enable the pupils to have a microscope each rather than share 
with two others. This will ensure that each student has the time necessary to learn the 
intricacies of microscope use and therefore gain the one of the skills necessary to be a 
good cell biologist. 

  
With Many Thanks for your generous gift 

Andrea Welsby

A couple of old photos 
sent in by readers



Dear Sirs, 

I belatedly say “Thanks” for forwarding newsletter as an attachment. Its 
contents have nudged me into the comments below that you might care to 
forward to the Editor if you think they might be of interest. 

Comments in your recent newsletter jogged my memory in a couple of regards 
so excuse me putting pen to paper. 

 As a pupil in the sixth form after World War II, taking what was then 
referred to as Higher School Certificate, it was extremely difficult to get places 
in universities straight from school because priority was given to demobbed 
service personnel. 
It was impossible unless one had achieved the required grades in the necessary 
subjects.  Because botany and zoology were not part of the school curriculum, 
courses such as medical, dentistry or veterinary were unavailable. In 1946, 
halfway through the sixth form year, when four students had their sights set 
on being vets, dentists or medics, the school had a dilemma. But the girls’ high 
school had a similar dilemma in that they only taught botany and zoology and 
no physics or chemistry – all required subjects for medical courses. So a 
reciprocal arrangement was made and the timetables of the two schools were 
synchronised so that the biology period at the girls school and the physics and 
chemistry at the boys coincided. Myself wanting to be a vet and three other 
aspiring medics would race up on our bikes to the girls’ school for a double 
lesson, passing four girls raising downhill to the boys school likewise. We had to 
do two years work in a single year in botany and zoology.  Luckily all four of 
us manage to scrape through in the exams. The innovation was regarded as a 
novel experiment and probably with a measure of trepidation. It was taxing 
covering two years work in one there was certainly no time to any 
fraternisation. We sat in the back of the girls classes and dutifully kept our 
distance from the lasses at all times. Not unsurprisingly a little tittering was 
occasionally observed. I often wondered whether the cross-over arrangement 
twixt the schools was continued after I left in 1947.  Unfortunately I was only 
offered a vet school place for one year hence which I could not take up for two 
years until after national service, so, having also applied for an agriculture 
course as a second option and was successful, I became an agricultural 
consultant instead following two years RAF service in 1952/3. I believe my 
three colleagues all qualified medically, one Stanley Deane, surprisingly 
became a gynaecologist I believe.   

Finally I add that it is refreshing to return to the old school to exchange 
experiences and be able to see oneself exhibited in the long photos adorning the 
walls. I trust the 1946 photo is still hanging on the Stamford Hall balcony wall 
after 69 years. I well remember the marshalling to get everyone in place. It 
must be a nightmare now with three or four times as many lads in school !  

I really enjoyed a centenary celebration occasion and hope to be able to attend 
dinners for many more years. 

I also hasten to add that your newsy newsletter in September was very 
interesting and much appreciated  

yours William Mason



Obituaries

John McCallum Brooks.  1946-2017 
  
John was born in Eccles to Tom and Mary Brooks but moved to Timperley while quite 
young. He passed the 11 plus to AGSand was a pupil from 1957 - 1962. Sadly he and sister 
Lesley lost their Father when John was 13. John joined the Merchant Navy at 16 and 
travelled the world in a series of cargo boats. He could tell many hair-raising stories of his 
voyages.   After the navy John worked for several home furnishing companies before 
setting up his own business specialising in window coverings of all types. He worked with 
many designers on large prestigious projects - hotels, stately homes, National Trust, castles 
and the top end domestic market.       

He was a man of many talents and interests, drawing, music, ornithology, restoring old cars 
and even a tugboat. He had myriad friends from all walks of life and will be sadly missed for 
his kindness, sense of humour and sharp sense of the ridiculous.  He is survived by his Wife 
of 35 years Gill, son Daniel, daughter Hannah and granddaughter, Heidi.             RIP.  JMB

Grahame Mansell Jones.  1945-2017

Grahame Mansell Jones was born in Altrincham on 26th January1945 to Albert and Betty. 

He went to school locally, including having passed his 11 plus, Altrincham Grammar School, 
where he studied maths and sciences at A level. 

He went on to read law at Manchester University. After graduating from university with a 2:1, 
Grahame passed all his Law Society finals at his first attempt, and joined the old established 
Manchester and Glossop firm of Davis, Hope and Furniss, to serve his articles, where he later 
became a partner in the firm at the youngish age of 27.  He remained a partner in the firm until 
1990 when it amalgamated with David Blank and Co. and continued to be a partner in the new 
firm of Davis Blank Furniss until his retirement in 2010. 

Grahame played soccer for his school and for its Old Boys’ Association, as well as squash, 
tennis and golf.  For many years I think Monday was the only day of the week when he didn’t 
play at least one sport.   He supported Manchester United at Old Trafford and one occasion, 
followed the England Cricket Team around the world.   

 



Bruce Nicholson.  1938-2017 
  
Bruce followed in his father’s footsteps and attended AGSB from 1949 to 1956, after which 
he continued his interest in Biochemistry at Liverpool University then on to Manchester 
University where he obtained his Ph.D. He married Sylvia in 1962 and moved to the USA 
where Bruce was a postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Pittsburgh, later continuing his 
career at the John Radcliffe in Oxford and then as a lecturer at Reading University. 
Playing with his two son’s airfix model in the later 60’s gave Bruce the idea for push fit 
molecular models that he patented in the USA and Europe and have since been sold to 
academic establishments worldwide. His three and a half turn DNA model even graced the 
Natural History Museum for many years. 

In later years Bruce became a keen Freemason and regularly attended meetings at Hale 
and Old Altrinchamians Lodge. He also developed a passion for silver smithing becoming a 
student at the Guildhall University of London. Other interests included genealogy, sailing 
and their annual walking holiday in Skye. 

Bruce leaves his wife, Sylvia, his three children, Kate, Jim and Bob and 8 grandchildren, 
three of which currently attend AGSB.

Andy Thompson.  1968-2016. AGSB 1979-1986 
  
Andy Thomson was always a giant. At an all boys school you make your mark by intellectual 
skills or physical endeavours, Andy did both. I am sure he was 6ft tall aged 11. I remember 
going with him to the chess club – a most unlikely lunchtime distraction to show him as both 
calm and super-competitive. The Annual School reports follow his exploits from 
goalkeeping to striker in football, aged 16 he turned up for county trials and made his mark 
by scoring a hat trick. Of course he could play some Rugby, but cricket was where he found 
a sport that he would pursue keenly for the rest of his life at Timperley Sports Club. 

Add to his bow: a most charming personality. He was able to bring life, kindness and 
warmth to most situations. Andy married Tracey, the girl of his dreams - she was more than 
his match, with her own netball skills and sparkling character. 

Andy stayed in the south Manchester area and he worked with Barclays and Ernst Young 
amongst others. Andy died aged 48 in November 2016, he endured tough times in his later 
life that would be a struggle for many. He leaves his three beautiful children; Max, Maia and 
Zac. Those of us that knew Andy can say ‘We played in Fields of Gold’ 

Ian “yo-yo” Johannessen



Gerald Martin Bancroft.  1931 (est.) -2016. AGSB 1942 (est.)

Humphrey Palethorp.  b ? - 29th December 2016.


