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The Old Altrinchamians’ Association 

Annual General Meeting 

The Association’s A.G.M. will be held at the School on 
Wednesday 14th November 2007 at 8pm. We will 
welcome any members of the Association as well as Old 
Boys who are thinking of joining. 

Membership 

Numbers continue to grow and Ken Webb is always keen 
to get details of members who have moved. We are now 
making much more use of emails to stay in touch so 
please do let him have your email address if you have 
got one recently, or it has changed. 

School Magazine 

Again this year, we are reprinting the Old Altrinchamian section of the School 
Magazine. This includes a piece by the Headmaster in which he refers to the 
year’s great successes. If you would like to read about these in more detail, I can 
supply copies of the full magazine for just £4.50 each including postage. 

Dates for Your Diary 

The 2008 Annual Reunion Dinner will be held on Saturday 8th March at Ringway 
Golf Club. 

The Golf Club Society Day will be held at Styal Golf Club on Friday 2nd June 
2008, followed by the match against the School and Staff on Tuesday 8th July. 

History of the School 

If you read Nobby Dore’s earlier history of the School, 
then you should try Roy Coleman’s version of the next 
forty years. It’s a fascinating story and is very read-
able. I can supply copies for £7.50. 

COLIN BAMFORD 

A PICTURE OF SUCCESS 

Amongst the many jewels in the School crown it is 
the Sixth Form which often shines brightest and this 
academic year has been a particularly memorable 
one for that section of the School. 

The Sixth Form is often the time when pupils with 
potential flower into outstanding students. They can 
discard the GCSE subjects which they have to do 
and specialise in those in which they find real 
pleasure. Relationships with the teachers become 
even more positive. Students have more freedom to 
plan and manage their time rather than every moment being planned for them. 

Hon Secretary 
Colin Bamford 

Headmaster Tim Gartside 
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Henry Finn of Old Alts Vets fends off a 
Boar Hound FC attacker. 

There are many opportunities for students to make a real contribution to extra curricular activities within 
and without the school community. 

The first day of the 2006-07 Autumn Term saw the opening of the new Sixth Form Centre by Councillor 
Susan Williams. Since then the new recreational and study spaces have been much appreciated and well 
used by our present lower and upper sixth. The catering facilities which are open from 8.15 a.m. to 2.15 
p.m. every day are appreciated most of all! In the summer months the students have also made excellent 
use of the sixth form garden and the benches and tables provided by the Old Altrinchamians. 

Academically too the sixth form has had an excellent year. In both year groups there has been a scholarly 
approach to learning (most of the time) and I was delighted that no fewer than 14 students received offers 
to Oxford or Cambridge University. Students have been just as successful in their applications for 
medicine, law and the other extremely competitive courses. 

So many of our sixth formers are able to combine outstanding academic work with other very significant 
achievements. In the School magazine your will read about the great successes of our Young Enterprise 
companies, the Swing Band, the ‘Revue of the Century’, the Silver Crest Award and the language college 
visits – to name but a few of the numerous extra curricular groups and competitions in which our students 
take part. It is sixth formers who are very often the mainstays of these activities. Sixth formers have to 
become adept at juggling a number of priorities whilst learning all the time setting and maintaining high 
standards in everything they do. In this way they are learning important skills which will serve them well in 
the busy and commercial world beyond school and university. 

Congratulations to all our sixth formers upon their numerous achievements. 

TIM GARTSIDE 

 
ANNUAL REUNION DINNER 

The 2007 Annual Reunion Dinner, marking the 92nd 
anniversary of the Association’s foundation, was again held 
at Ringway Golf Club on Saturday 3rd March. At 93, 
attendance was below those of recent years. 

At the outset, the President, Peter Morton, fulfilled one of his 
sad duties, reporting the death of seven Old Boys since the 
last dinner; Raymond Littler, Ernest Nisbet, Derek Potter, Dr 
George Shaw, Stanley Jardine-Smith, Alfred Turton and 
Brian Whitlow. 

F o l l o w in g  g r a ce , 
delivered by Kenneth 
Lea, a substantial four 
course meal was served with a roast sirloin of beef as the main 
course.  Afterwards, the President lit the three candles of the silver 
candelabra, given in memory of Reggie Thompson, and proposed 
the Loyal Toast.  A further ceremonial act was the presentation of 
the Marlborough Trophy to the winners of the golf fixture betwen the 
School and the Association. Bernie Jordan received the trophy on 
behalf of the victorious School team. 

Mike Gittins (Chairman) proposed the Toast to the School, 
expressing admiration for the superior facilities now available at the 
School compared with those provided in his school days.  As 

testament to the Association’s support for the School, the President was pleased to present the 
Headmaster with a £750 donation to the School’s Discretionary Fund. 

Responding to the toast, Headmaster Tim Gartside warmly thanked the Association for its generosity and 
reported that last year’s donation had helped fund the World Challenge Expedition, which had sent two 

Mike Gittins, Peter Moreton, Alan Faulkner 

Kevin Pearson, Roger Cleland, Pete 
Butler, Alistair Allen 
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groups of pupils to Peru (one in the Andes, the other in the Rain Forest) where they had performed 
charitable work.  Reviewing “another really good year”, he reported plenty of highlights, with strong exam 
results (best ever at A level); 14 offers of places at Oxbridge; high attainments in music, with the Mayall 
Voices and the Swing Band both rated in the top 20 of their kind 
in the UK; major building developments, with a six classroom 
block for the Mathematics Department erected at the front of the 
School, the Sixth Form Centre opened in September 2006 and 
the splendid new sports facilities due to take shape shortly, 
following the £3.5 million grant received last school year. 

Sharing the response to the Toast to the School, Iain Carter 
(Deputy Head Boy) spoke briefly but effectively on behalf of the 
pupils, as beneficiaries of all the new provisions at school which 
so enhanced their educational and sporting opportunities. 

It fell to President, Peter Morton to propose the Toast to the 
Association, in whose cause he had himself given a lifetime of 
service.  He stressed our doubly good fortune to have attended 
the school and also that it still exists in recognisable form today, 
despite attempts to change it drastically.  Peter closed with a few humorous stories, which included a 
true life one, set at a formal dinner at which a local vicar  spoke after the prior speaker had uttered some 
highly disparaging remarks about him.  The Vicar began by saying he would not retaliate in kind, but 
rather return good for evil.  Referring to his castigator, the Vicar declared “if he will bring his parents to 
me, I would be delighted to marry them!”. 

Various commercial activities took place during the evening, including sales of the School Swing Band’s 
CD, “Mood Indigo”, and of Association ties, plus raffle tickets for a dozen prizes which raised £715 on 
the night.  Before closing the formalities, the President thanked Rowland Longshaw for his first rate 
organisation of the Dinner.  Thereafter, conversation and liquid refreshment flowed freely for a further 
length of time before bar closure intervened.      

KEN LEA 

Garry Derby, Duncan Battman, Bernie 
Battman 

Checkout the Old Altrinchamians’ Web Page: 
http://www.agsb.co.uk/oldboys.htm 

On the AGSB History page of the School Web Site there are a collection of photographs decade 
by decade from the 1920s to the 1990s. 

http://www.agsb.co.uk/information/agsbhistory.htm 
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ASHLEY (OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS) CRICKET CLUB 

This season was probably the most successful in the club’s history.  The 1st XI, having come up as 
champions in 2005, continued where they left off and got back to back promotions by finishing runners up 
to Ashton On Mersey. 

Skipper, Ian Barber, led from the front taking over 40 wickets, and was assisted by the maturing Dave 
Woods and Ed Hall.  Pakistani, Cally Butt contributed the bulk of the runs, with Liam Dougherty and John 
Griffiths making useful contributions. 

The 2nd XI also got promotion by finishing runners up to Mere.  They also won the 2nd XI Knockout Cup, 
beating Marple in a nail biting final at Davenham.  Dave Rice had an excellent season with the bat.  
Skipper, Andy Murray also had a good season and fittingly hit the winning runs in the final. 

The Club has recruited quite a few Old Boys over the years and are going to run two junior teams in 2007 
– under 9s and under 13s. 

Nets practice start at South Trafford College in January of every year. 

For further details of all clubs information visit the website www.ashleycc.co.uk 

OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS’ GOLF SOCIETY 

The Society Day on 9th June 2006 was a great success, mainly 
thanks to the new Golf Secretary, Brian Little.  Due to his strenuous 
efforts in communication, 35 attended this year’s venue, Styal Golf 
Club.  Once again, golfers were blessed with good weather and a 
course in excellent condition. 

Winner for the first time was Alan Walton with 42 stableford points.  In 
second place, and deservedly so for his efforts in travelling from 
Sussex, was Ray Jackson with 39 points, closely followed by 
Association Chairman and Captain of the Golf Society, Mike Gittins 
with 38 points. 

Longest drive competitions were won by Steve Perrett and David 
Smith, and nearest the pin competitions by Mike Gittins and Duncan 
Battman.  The guest prize was won by David Pincombe. 

It is worth noting that for the first 
time there was a lady competitor, 
Bernie Battman (aka Bernie Jordan), 
a teacher at the School.  The day 
was rounded off with an excellent 

meal and presentation of prizes. 

The Society day is to be held again at Styal Golf Club on Friday 8th June 
2007. 

The match against the School and staff took place at Ringway Golf Club 
on 11th July 2006, with the Marlborough Trophy being won by the 
School/staff making the overall score now 3-3.  The 2007 match, to be 
held at Styal GC on Tuesday 3rd July 07 promises to be a tense affair. 

There was a disappointing turnout for the Inter School Old Boys 
competition, held at Bramhall Golf Club on 5th July 2006, with the 
Association only just submitting the minimum number of players 
required, placing the School at a distinct disadvantage to others who put forward teams in greater force.  
This year’s Inter School competition is going to be held at Bramhall Golf Club on Wednesday 11th July 07. 

All golfers are welcome to play in these events, and should contact Brian Little (01270 750 519). 

MIKE GITTINS 

Alan Walton with the Charles 
Laver Trophy 

Mike Gittins 
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OLD ALTRINCHAMIAN LODGE 

In October Don Boden became Master for the third time of the Lodge and helped in celebrating the 50th 
anniversary in January 2007 which was attended by over 40 members. In May 2007 the Lodge holds it’s 
final meeting and will then join mother Lodge, Hale which will lead to amalgamation in March 2008 when 
the new Lodge will be entitled The Lodge of Hale and Old Altrinchamians,  so retaining a connection with 
the school. During the season, the Lodge has contributed £590 to non-Masonic charities which is an 
important part of their activities.  

Anyone interested in knowing more about Masonry please contact Don Boden Tel:- 01925 604677 or 
donald.boden@ntlworld.com 

 

Do you have a Masters Degree? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WWW.CHESHIREMASONS.CO.UK 
Or CONTACT DON BODEN (donald.boden@ntlworld.com) 
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OBITUARIES 

J Derek Potter 

Derek died in July 2006, aged 75.  He attended AGS from 1942 to 1947, after which he started a career 
in journalism with The Altrincham Guardian.  He then moved onto The Daily Mirror and in the 1960s 
started work at The Daily Express in Ancoats, Manchester, where he developed a fine reputation over 
more than two decades for obtaining exclusive and accurate stories from the national football scene.  
His Reporter of the Year citation in 1984 said that he “scooped Fleet Street 21 times in 12 months”.  
Derek ended his career with Today newspaper.  He is survived by his wife, Vera, three children and four 
grandchildren. 
 
The letter below to his widow perhaps best sums up the admiration he received from the football world: 
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Stanley Jardine-Smith 

Stanley Smith died on 5th December 2006 aged 95 years, attending the school from 1922 to 1929.  After 
leaving school, Stanley trained as a chartered accountant, joining Peat Marwick Mitchell & Co (now 
KPMG) in the mid-1930s, with whom he subsequently moved to Sheffield where he remained for the rest 
of his working life, retiring in 1976 to Devon.  Stanley had been an active member of the Old Boys 
Association and a former Editor of the school magazine.  Stanley is survived by his widow, Pat, four 
children, nine grandchildren and six great grandchildren. 

Brian Whitlow  

Brian died on the 26 April 2006 after a lengthy illness, aged 74. After school (1942-47), he joined the 
insurance profession and subsequently formed his own company of brokers. He was a past master of Old 
Altrinchamian Lodge and a past President of the Gatley branch of The Rotary Club. Brian had a dry sense 
of humour and a fund of funny stories from his life in insurance, which continued even during his illness. 

Albert Neil Mayer  

Neil died on the 5th April 2007 after a long illness, aged 81. He attended school from 1936 to 41 and on 
leaving joined Martins Bank. Shortly after he was called for service in the Army. He then rejoined the bank 
and remained with them until retirement as a bank manager. Neil was a member of the Magic Circle and 
was an accomplished magician, he was a past master of Old Altrinchamian Lodge and for many years 
served as Almoner and will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

Arthur Johnson 

Arthur died on the 27th March 2007. He attended AGSB from 1952 to 58. 

OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS’ AMATEUR FOOTBALL CLUB 

Old Alts are enjoying a successful season and our plan to take on a younger team has come to fruition.  
The Club is running an Under 17s team in the Timperley Junior League.  We are hoping that these 
players will stay with the Club as they develop into Open Age football.  The signs so far are very good 
with the players being well-disciplined and playing attractive football.  They are currently three points 
clear at the top of Division One with just two games to play. 

Of the other four teams, pride of place must go to the Sunday XI who reached both the semi final of the 
District Cup Competition and the final of the League Cup.  In both cases they lost to local rivals Lisbon 
St Anthony.  Their league form was not quite as sparkling, only just escaping relegation from the 
Premier Division of the Altrincham Sunday League. 

The Veterans have the chance to go one better having reached the final of their league cup competition 
having beaten the Great Warford side, Mary Dendy, 2-1, with goals from Ian Hunt and Rory Fallon. At 
the time of going to press, they will meet Puss in Boots from Macclesfield in the final.  The Vets’ league 
form has also been very consistent and they are likely to finish in a creditable fifth position in the East 
Cheshire League Premier Division.  The other two teams were not as successful but continued to enjoy 
playing Saturday football in the Altrincham & District and East Cheshire Leagues.   

A lot of building work has been completed at Crossford Bridge during the season.  Primarily, this has 
provided a new clubroom for Sale United and extra offices for Sports Development.  However, we have 
managed to get extensions to three more of our changing rooms and some extra storage space for nets 
and corner flags.  The Club works closely with Sale Harriers and Sale United within the Crossford 
Bridge Management Association and Old Alts will be able to make use of the new facilities, which are 
amongst the very best in Trafford. 

The success of our Under 17 team has given us the confidence to re-enter two teams in the 
Manchester League next season and our application has already been accepted.  This will involve a lot 
of hard work both on and off the field of play.  It will also require a further influx of young players, so 
anyone interested in helping the club as a player or official should contact Brian Clark on 0161 428 
9836. 

Lastly, please make a note of the date for the Annual Sportsman’s Dinner, which will be on Thursday 
29th November 2007 at The Cresta Court Hotel.  Last year’s Dinner was a great success with nearly two 
hundred people enjoying listening to guest speaker, Duncan McKenzie and comedian, Gary Marshall, 
who were both highly entertaining. 

Henry Finn of Old Alts Vets fends off a Boar Hound FC attacker. 
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JOTTINGS 

I have noted from the local newspaper that former AGSB pupil, Mike Williams (aged 46), now a 
Consultant Maxillofacial Surgeon and a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army, last September 2006 joined the 
Canadian-lead Coalition Field Hospital in Kandahar, Afghanistan to treat British Coalition Soldiers.  Mike’s 
deployment was for a period of six weeks, and therefore we trust he returned safely. 

Former AGSB pupil, Dan Lamb (aged 35) has recently published his first novel, The Myths Of Turret 
Rock.  Dan, who now lives in West London where he is a college lecturer, returned to his roots to sign 
copies of the new book at Hale Book Shop.  Dan attended AGSB from 1981 to 1989 and got inspiration 
for his books by trips he made to Albania, South Africa and Japan after leaving school.  Dan says “it was 
great to come back to my roots and meet up with some old friends.  I am also pleased that my teachers at 
the school are taking an interest.  Maybe they will be able to include it in their English literature classes”! 

I am sure all readers will be delighted to hear of the safe return of former AGSB pupil, Royal Marine 
Captain Chris Air, who was recently held hostage in Iraq.  Unfortunately, at the time of going to press the 
Newsletter was unable to obtain an exclusive interview, although we are assured that no charge would 
have been made! 

RETIRING/DEPARTING TEACHERS 

Sylvie Beuzit (Modern Foreign Languages) 
John Hughes (Physical Education) 
Denise Hughes (Physical Education/Geography) 
Garry Lawrence (English) 
Julia Mayall (Music) 
Roger Swift (Physics/Information Technology) 

SAVILLE LAVER SOCIETY 

The Saville Laver Society convened at Selwyn College, 
Cambridge, on the evening of Saturday, 18 November 2006 
for its ninth annual Michaelmas dinner.  Twenty-eight 
attendees drawn from the ranks of Oxbridge Old 
Altrinchamians as well as from past and present members of 
the teaching staff enjoyed pre-dinner drinks in Selwyn’s New 
Senior Common Room before indulging in a four course 
dinner hosted by Prof. John Morrill (Cambridge University 
Professor of British and Irish History) who had kindly arranged 
the use of Selwyn’s rooms.  Moreover, it was a particular 
pleasure to have Chairman of the Governors, Christopher 
Barrat and his wife in attendance for the first time.  
  

After an introduction to the college from Prof. Morrill, 
Headmaster Tim Gartside spoke a few words on behalf of 
the school, the toast to Saville Laver was proposed and 
fine wine and port were consumed in quantity.  After 
dinner the society repaired to the Granta pub for further 
earnest conversation.  A most agreeable evening was 
enjoyed by those present, and all are now focused 
expectantly on this year’s tenth anniversary dinner 
scheduled to take place at Oriel College, Oxford on 
Saturday 24 November 2007.  Old Alt and fellow of Oriel, 
Bruno Currie has managed to book a room far in 
advance so a record turnout is hoped for. 

*If you’d like to attend this year’s dinner in Oxford 
please email Will Allen:  

        will.allen@somerville-oxford.com 
 

Bob Gledhill, Neil Morgan, Martyn Egan 

Vincent Sharples has them enthralled 


