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Annual General Meeting 

The Association’s A.G.M. will be held at the School 7/11/2012 at 7:30pm. We welcome 
any members of the Association as well as Old Boys keen to join. 

We will elect a new Chairman of the Association committee. If you wish to nominate 
please contact the Secretary at antonyperrett@talktalk.net 

Headmaster’s Introduction 

Our Centenary year has been marked by some splendid events so far. The publication of 
the book “Making History”, the unveiling of the Centenary Clock by HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester and the memorable Centenary Concert at the Bridgewater Hall have been 
highlights chronicled on our website. The support of Old Altrinchamians for these events 
and your wonderful response to the invitation to the Centenary Old Alts Dinner is much 
appreciated. Your affection for the School has been an abiding memory of the Centenary. 

In this centenary year it is worth considering just for a 
moment how remarkable it is that the School has re-
mained largely unchanged since its foundation. Despite 
wave after wave of educational change AGSB remains a 
selective boys’ grammar school. It has not become co-
educational as have most boys’ schools established 
around that time, nor has it become comprehensive as 
have most grammar schools. It did not become “direct 
grant” and then become independent as did most similar 
schools in this area during the 1960s to 1980s  It has es-
caped the threat of merger or closure which hung over it 
in the 1980s and early 1990s.    

Yet, one of the strengths of the School and perhaps one of the reasons for its longevity is 
that it has changed over the decades. It has responded to rising expectations, to 
changes in attitudes amongst the boys, parents, teachers and support staff, to new tech-
nology and to the changing social and ethnic mixes – to pick out just four factors from a 
long list. At the same time the School has, in my view rightly, avoided jumping upon too 
many educational bandwagons over the decades which might have, cumulatively, dam-
aged its ethos. It has remained, essentially, a school providing bright boys with great po-
tential an excellent academic education and a strong sense of values for life. In this way 
the School has steered the right path – retaining the best of the values of a boys’ selec-
tive grammar school built up over the decades whilst at the same time avoiding the 
“fossilisation” that one can find in some schools which in the long term threatens their 
relevance and their existence. 

I believe, without any hint of complacency, that the standing of the School after one 
hundred years remains very high both locally and nationally. In terms of national politics 
the status of grammar schools is more secure now than it has been for many decades. 
Therefore, we can celebrate our first centenary by taking pride in the achievements of 
the past and by looking forward with confidence to many more years of providing an 
education of real quality to the students of Altrincham and beyond. 

Association Website 

We always try to keep our website up to date with news, events and useful information.                                 
Visit www.oldalts.com 





In his speech at the annual Old Boys Reunion Dinner in 2011 the Headmaster, Mr Tim Gartside, set the Asso-
ciation a challenge: he suggested that we should aim for 212 Old Boys to be present at the Centenary Dinner 
in 2012. Very quickly it became clear that demand would far exceed this number and despite several seating 
plan re-shuffles the school agreed that the number would have to be ‘capped’ at 300, so it was with regret 
that some members were unable to join due to oversubscription. On the positive side, the number of guests 
attending was by far the greatest to date and hopefully means that in future years these very enjoyable din-
ners will be well-attended too. 
 
So on Friday, March 23rd, 300 former students met at the school to celebrate the Centenary milestone in the 
history of the school in a spirit of pride and camaraderie. 

 
On arrival, a drinks reception was held in the sixth form 
common room prior to the dinner which took place in the 
Coleman Hall.  
 
The hall was beautifully-prepared and many happy memo-
ries were exchanged over a superb meal (prepared and ex-
pertly-served by the school’s caterers, Sodexo). 
 
The Headmaster, in his address to the Old Boys, reported 
continuing outstanding successes both in academic achieve-
ments and extra-curricular activities, particularly in music, 
tennis and hockey during the school's first year with Acad-
emy status.  
 
Mr Tim Gartside told the Old Boys that the launch of 'Making 
History' a publication celebrating a hundred years of school 

Association Centenary Dinner 2012 

What a sight ! — 300 guests squeezed into their dinner jackets, then squeezed in the Coleman Hall 

The Headmaster made a brief but informative speech, 
though apparently not everyone managed to stay awake   



life had been well received and to date 800 copies had been sold; a Centenary Ball had been well sup-
ported; a clock made by the students and technicians had been designed to last the next 100 years and 
is now to be found at the entrance to the Roy Coleman Hall. 

 
 
Mr Gartside concluded by saying that he hoped that the evening's level of support for the Reunion Din-
ner would be maintained in future years. 
 
The second speaker of the evening was Mr Kevin Pearson, Head of the Sixth Form. Mr Pearson re-
counted in some detail his years as teacher at the school. He regaled us with reminiscences of teacher 
colleagues and also infamous students, some of whom were present at the evening's gathering and 
may now be consulting lawyers. 
 
The final speaker of the evening was Mr Graham Heathcote, former Manager and player at Altrincham 
Football Club. This proved to be a boisterous speech with some unplanned audience participation. Mr 
Heathcote told us of his association with our local semi-professional football club over 40 years and 
gave an insight into the sense of humour for which Altrincham is so famous. His behind-the-scenes ac-
counts of some of the major occasions during his time with the club brought the speeches to a wel-
come close. 

“Please Sir, can I have some more ?”. “No sonny, you’ve had quite enough !” 



OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS GOLF SOCIETY  
Vintage Deux Mille et Onze 

Old Alts v. The School 17th June 2011 – The Marlborough Trophy 

 
Same old (Alts) same old. 

 
Following last year’s annihilation, hopes were high this year of restoring the Trophy to its rightful owners (by 

which, I mean the Old Boys).  

 
Six of the very best two-balls were hand 

selected for the task plus the new feature 
of a lead-off singles match between the 

two Captains. This year’s Team were fur-
ther strengthened by the addition of our 

new strip, a standardised golf shirt in rich 

navy with dazzling gold embroidery. Short 
of pre-match massages, I felt we had left 

no stone unturned in our meticulous prepa-
ration for this must–win fixture.  
 
Imagine my horror then as I stood on 
the15th green, (4 down with 4 to play) 

witnessing a scene of migration on the 
scale of those one sees buffalo making on 

Great Plains of Africa. Herds of Old Alts, 

with heads bowed, kicking up dust as they left the arena without a point. I had planned that I would get my 
match over and done with, say after 14 holes, then go out onto the course in my little buggy and Old Alts flag, 

cajoling the troops and proffering advice on putts. None of that would happen now. Pangs of guilt rose up in-
side me as I realised I had failed to give my Team the Monty-style lead off charge they needed. I failed them 

then but I wouldn’t fail them now. Steam coming from my irons, a vicious four hole onslaught later and my op-

ponent, poor Mr Meakin, was left with fly in his soup of contentment. 
 

We congratulate the Boys on their resounding victory once again. Thanks must go to the school (and shirt) 
organiser, Mr Meakin who has played a tremendous part in making this event one which both sides desperately 

want to win.  
 

So very desperately in some cases.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Alt, Ken Webb, plays his approach. Into the rough. 

The winning team. Aren’t they thin ? (well, most of them) 



Old Alts v. The World 6th July 2011 – The Inter-Old Boys Trophy 
 

A tale of two halves - of one team 
 
The Old Alts Team took the field at Bramhall GC to represent their school against inferior seats of education 

including; Kings Mac (Maxonians), Cheadle Hulme (Old Waconians), Stockport GS (Old Stops) Stockport HS 

(Stoconians), William Hulme (Old Hulmeians) and Manchester GS (Old Mancunians). 
 

With 6 of our scores to count from 8 entries, there was little margin for error.. but errors there were - 
aplenty! 

 

Dave Smith led the charge for the Old Alts Team with a fine 35 points. The dashing trio of Ted Roylance, 
Roy Harrison and John Shaw also heeded my pre-match Churchillian speech with excellent contributions of 

34 points apiece. 
  

There then followed some less glorious but no less well-meaning 20+ point scores from Battman, Davies, 

Stockton and Webb, proving that little known adage that the best looking team aren’t always the best scor-
ing.  

 
So it was that we were forced to settle for a creditable 4th place from seven schools this year, down one 

place from last year.. and down three from next.  
 

Old Alt v. Old Alt 27th Oct0ber 2011 – The 22nd Annual Old Alts Society Day 
 

Those who can - teach 
 

As the organiser, I have quickly found that an Old Alts golfer spends roughly six months of his year on his 
yacht in St. Tropez or at his villa in Portugal. This makes finding a suitable date that allows the greatest 

number of our fraternity to attend our showpiece event immensely difficult. We have now settled on late, 
late Summer (Oct/Nov) to facilitate this. Our second visit to Ringway Golf Club therefore took place in glori-

ous late Summer sunshine with our largest number of competitors yet - all chasing the title of Champion 
Old Alt Golfer of 2011.  

 

Just prior to commencing, Mr. GM Gittins 
provided the assembled gallery with an 

extraordinary demonstration of skill and 
bravery as he manoeuvred his newly-

acquired golf buggy to the 1st tee. It was 

agreed by many stood, open-mouthed 
and watching through fingers, that we 

may already have witnessed the climax of 
the day’s entertainment before a ball had 

been struck. 
 

Once again, we were privileged to be in-

troduced on the 1st tee in the style we 
have now become accustomed to by our 

starter Mr. John Everett of Ringway who 
sent nine threeballs off in pursuit of a 

panoply of prizes. 

 
 

 
The sun abated briefly during the afternoon’s play to bring merciful periods of cooling rain. Tea and 

homemade cakes were again served by one of the Organiser’s stable of beautiful half-way hut ladies.  

So, the golf was played, the cards returned and we gathered to dine together and toast our winners.  
Mr Brian Dickinson, proposed a heartfelt and thoughtful toast to the school on behalf of the Old Boys. The 

prize presentation followed.  
 

Longest drive was unsurprisingly taken by our new Treasurer and man-mountain Ken Webb.  
 

 

Messrs Harrison, Leonard & Bamford take cover from the blazing heat  



Nearest the Pins were collected by Society Day 

debutant, Mr Derek Dooley and Mr Martin 
Squeaky Leake. Both received framed pictures 

of the holes where they had achieved their dis-
tinctions.   

 

The Guest Prize (The Dickinson Trophy) was 
won by current AGS master, Mr Declan Dana-

gher edging out former colleague and our first 
female competitor in 22 years, Mrs Bernie Batt-

man. 
 

Our most important prize, The Charles Laver 

Trophy was won with a phenomenal total by 
none other than current Master, former pupil, 

School Organiser and seven-handicapper, Mr 
Scott Meakin with 40 points. Defending cham-

pion, the wily fox, John Shaw launched a cred-

itable defence of his title, with 37 points that 
secured him the Runner’s Up Prize. 

 
Have I missed anything? Oh yes! Our wooden 

putter..... 
 

This has been a closed shop over the years 

with Mr Ian Bell dominating in a way that Sam-
pras, Hendry and Schumacher could only 

dream of however this year IMB is locked in a 
vault in Spain somewhere writing his memoirs. 

Step forth Mr Peter Davies and Mr Roger Cle-

land tied on the same score. Following the first 
ever Inverse card play-off I have ever heard of, 

the title was Roger’s. Former Deputy Head and 
stalwart of the Old Alt scene, Mr Cleland col-

lected his first wooden putter to the loudest 

cheer of the night.    
 

Our President, Mr Peter Morton gave a rousing finale to close proceedings. 
  

I look forward to reporting to you again in 12 months time on the antics of the Old Alts Golf Society. 
 

Paul Stockton (‘89-‘96)  

Mr Decclan Danager and Mr Scott Meakin share the spoils  

Mr  Martin Leake claims his NtP prize  

Ashley Cricket Club is all set for the 2012 season with a record 11 teams wearing the club colours and it will 

be the 26th since Old Altrinchamians CC were incorporated within the club. 
 

At the recent Annual General Meeting several club trophies were named after ex-Ashley and ex-Old Alts 
players. Firstly Peter Morton (1939-1945) has kindly agreed to have the 1st XI batting award named after 

him. The Astorga brothers attended the school in the 30’s/40’s, Tom was there the same time as Peter 

Morton and his older brother Tom was a pupil from 1932-1938. They both originally played for Ashley be-
fore helping to set up the Old Alts CC in 1954.  

 
From 2012 the The Bill and Tom Astorga Trophy will be awarded to the two batsmen who feature in the 

best partnership in senior cricket. They were team-mates with John Allott, and John already has the 2nd XI 
player of the year trophy named after him. 

Ashley Cricket Club (incorp. Old Altrinchamians CC) 



Other Old Boys still involved on the playing side are Ian Horn, Chris Pendlebury, John Ward, Dave Rice, who is 

the club chairman and more recent pupils, Josh and Matt Wardle and Rish Agrawal. 
 

Back to the 2011 season, the club reached the semi-final of the Cheshire Shield before losing to Poynton CC. 
The senior teams all maintained their league positions and are looking to improve for next year and beyond, 

we are actively recruiting players for all our teams. In 2012 we will have 3 Saturday sides and 2 Sunday sides 

plus 5 junior teams from Under 9 to Under 15. A new initiative for 2012 is “Little League Cricket” where we 
hope to provide cricket coaching for younger players, aged 5/6 and 7 to prepare them for Under 9s cricket. 

 
A 90-page yearbook is now produced to record the successes of the club and contains league tables, averages 

and all the trophy winners at the club. It also contains a dozen pages of club history. The club is keen to re-
connect with any past players and would love to hear from anyone who has any photos, scorecards, score-

books, match reports or any general memories about playing for either Ashley or Old Alts Cricket Clubs. 

 
If anyone requires a copy of the yearbook or would like to offer any content please contact the Secretary, 

Brian Birtles (07766 114447) or bdbirtles@hotmail.com 
 

www.ashleycc.co.uk  

FIRST XI v OLD BOYS XI  

 
FIRST XV v OLD BOYS XV 
 

 
 

RECENT SCHOOL LEAVERS SPORTS MATCHES 



Old Alts Football Club continues to be one of the top amateur football clubs in Trafford.  With our 1st XI 

playing in the Premier Division of the Manchester Football League and turning out 5 teams every Saturday 
throughout the season, this is a well-founded claim.  We have excellent facilities at Crossford Bridge, where 

we work closely with our partners, Sale Harriers and Sale United, in the Crossford Bridge Management As-
sociation.  The Club can offer an opportunity for footballers of all abilities. 

 

2011/12 has been below average for the 1st XI finishing mid table with12 wins and 5 draws from 30 games 
and an early defeat to local rivals, Knutsford, in the Cheshire Amateur Cup.  However, the manager, Lee 

Bennett, has ambitious plans to strengthen the squad through the summer.  So if you think that you can 
help make a difference give Lee a ring on 07824 440748.  The 2nd XI fared better in the top Manchester 

League Reserve Division finishing in 5th place with 14 wins and 1 draw from 26 games.  In fact, if it had not 
been for a poor run of three successive defeats in late March, then second place would have been quite 

feasible.  Pat Kelly has been manager now for three seasons and he has managed to finish higher in the 

Division in each of these seasons. 
 

The other three teams are playing a much more social standard of football where the sheer enjoyment of 
playing is as important as the result.  We have one team playing in the Premier Division of the Altrincham 

League and the other teams playing in the same Division of the East Cheshire League.  For the second sea-

son running we had to find a new manager for the Altrincham League side.  This is unsettling and it was 
not until some time after Christmas that new manager Barney Williams was able to gain the success that he 

and his team ‘s efforts deserved. 
 

The two East Cheshire League sides not only played each other twice in the League but were also drawn 
against each other in the League Cup Competition.  Both teams are led by Player Managers – Simon Sidder-

ley and Andy Wallis.  With victories in their ‘home’ game and in the Cup, Simon’s team was hoping for a 

grand slam.  However in what happened to be the last match of the season, Andy’s team claimed a late 
equalizer in a spirited and entertaining 3 – 3 draw.  So the bragging rights have been put on hold for an-

other season. 
 

Once again we enjoyed our Annual Sportsman’s Dinner at The Cresta Court Hotel in November when we 

were entertained by Bob ‘The Cat’ Bevan and comedian, Lea Roberts.  Many in the audience were able to 
relate to Bob’s reminisces about the pain and pleasure of playing for Old Wilsonian’s 7th XI!   This year’s 

Dinner will take place on Thursday 29th November 2012 and anyone reading this report will be most wel-
come to attend.  Please ring me on 0161 428 9836 for tickets. 

 

In this the School’s centenary year it is interesting to note that the Old Alts football club kicked off in 1920, 
just eight years after the School was founded.  We are therefore only eight years away from our own cen-

tenary celebrations, which we hope will include the publication of a history of the club.  A collection of facts 
and articles is beginning to take shape, however I would be delighted to hear from anyone who can make a 

contribution in any form to the Club’s history on the same telephone number as above. 
 

It would be inappropriate to finish this report without mentioning the death of Robin Ellis in January this 
year (see ‘Obituaries’).  Robin was a stalwart of Old Alts, who served the Club for more than sixty years.  

Many of us still remember the feeling of anticipation every Wednesday morning waiting for one of the sixty 
or more postcards written by Robin notifying which team you were selected for.  Nor would anyone who 

dared to cry-off ever forget the verbal savaging administered by our illustrious team secretary.  Robin had 

an amazing memory for players’ names and past results, which he would weave into wonderful tales of 
times gone by.  He too will be long remembered.  

         Brian Clark (1954-62) 

 

 

OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS’ AMATEUR FOOTBALL CLUB 



This year’s Saville Laver Dinner was the 14th since the inauguration of the event in 1998.  The timing of the Dinner, 

normally in November, was put back to this January so as to coincide with the 100th Anniversary of the School, a 
decision which, as intended, resulted in an above average attendance of over 40 current and former Oxbridge stu-

dents, together with members of staff.  Its location was St John’s College, Cambridge, which, appropriately, was 
our first Head Master’s own College.   

 

Watched over by the rather sombre portraits 
of famous alumni of the College on the Din-

ing Hall walls, the event was once again a 
great success, the quality of the food and 

wine, together with the conviviality of the 
company, more than compensating for the 

rather chilly temperature!  Alongside Tim 

Gartside we were fortunate to have present 
two former Head Masters, Keith Nodding and 

David Wheeldon, together with Alan and De-
nise Laver.  Welcome once again was Alistair 

Allen, who has done so much to support the 

Dinner and the School in recent years, and 
Will Allen who, having left Paris on Eurostar 

at 2.30 that afternoon, was comfortably es-
tablished in the Punter Pub, the venue for 

pre-Dinner drinks at 6.45!    
 

Many thanks are owed to Martin Swinton, 

currently studying Medicine at St John’s, who very kindly organized this year’s event and whose attention to detail 
was greatly appreciated.  Next year’s event will switch to Oxford – possibly Merton College but not yet confirmed – 

and it was agreed that a date in late January will once again be the most likely.  
K Pearson 

SAVILLE LAVER SOCIETY 

This year we have had a new joining member and also a new Brother 

entered the Craft. In September we held an informal Ladies Evening at 
Statham Lodge which was enjoyed by all present particularly our La-

dies and in December we held our Traditional Lodge dinner when we 
were joined by our Ladies and Friends.  

 

In February we installed a new Master for the forthcoming season and 
in November we are holding a meeting to celebrate the 60th Anniver-

sary of W.Bro. Roy Cunio who is still an active member of our Lodge. 
 

It is sad that we no longer have any direct connection with the School, although we hope that in future a member of 
Staff or Governor will join us to reconnect the link. It is worth remembering that the School’s first Headmaster, 

Mr.Saville Laver was the driving force in starting the Old Altrinchamian Lodge although he passed away before the 

Lodge was actually formed. 
 

Anyone who is potentially interested in joining the Lodge either as a new initiate or an existing Freemason should 
contact Don Boden at donald.boden@ntlworld.com, who is an Old Boy of the School. 

Hale and Old Altrinchamians Lodge, 3749 



3rd Altrincham Scout Troop 

I would like to start by saying a huge thank you to all those who sent donations towards the roof fund. The 

work has now been completed and we have raised most of the money needed through a range of activities 

including bag packing, auction nights, Just Giving, jumbles, cake sales, a sponsored row, discos, rounders 

and grants from Manchester Airport and the Community Foundation Grassroots scheme.  

Next year is our Centenary Year as some of you will know. A committee is already busy planning activities to 

run throughout the year. The opening event will be a Big Birthday Bash on Sunday 5th May 2013 and 

the aim is to contact as many past and present members as possible to invite them along.  

We are also planning a fourth trip to Kandersteg in Switzerland in the summer of next year and hoping to 

take up to 100 members of the Group.  

All our sections are full and Scouting continues to thrive at 3rd Altrincham with over 150 active members. If 

you were a member of the Troop and would like to receive newsletters and information about our Centenary 

events please contact me at the address below and we will keep you informed.  

Yours in Scouting 

Nicky Smith 

david.smith90@tesco.net 

3rd Altrincham 
Scout Group  
1913 - 2013 



Obituaries 
 

Charles Robin Ellis (1939-1945)  
Charles died aged 83 on 6th January 2012.  Robin was a life-

long member of the Old Boys Association and his service to 
Old Alts Football Club extended for more than sixty years, 

firstly as a player but even more significantly as team secre-

tary.  He first played for the Club in September 1951 after 
completing his National Service in Austria, which had been 

extended by six months because of the Berlin Blockade.   
 

Robin’s playing career lasted for about 25 seasons, extended 
by cameo appearances in many Easter football tours, fol-

lowed in the evening by his fine baritone rendition of ‘The 

Irish Rover’ and to tumultuous applause, by an encore of 
‘The Floral Dance’.   

 
His services to Amateur Football were recognised by the 

Football Association by a citation and long service award 

presented by Duncan Bayley at the Association Dinner in 
2009.  Robin was equally loyal to the North West Gas Board 

for whom he worked from 1950 to his retirement aged 65.  
His other interests included cycling and real ale, which he 

managed to combine to advantage not just in the Cheshire 
countryside but also throughout the length and breadth of 

the U.K  

 
 

 
Dr. Alexander Francis Cowan (1949 – 2011) 

Alex was born into a liberal Jewish family. As a teenager he was a member of the youth group of CND and cam-

paigned for the abolition of nuclear arms. 
 

After leaving AGS in 1967 Alex attended Warwick University to study history where he obtained a BA degree. 
After further study at the London School of Economics he was awarded a PhD in 1973. 

He was a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 

 
Alex taught at the University of Northumbria in Newcastle for 37 years and rose to the position of Reader before 

retiring in 2010. 
 

His main interest was the history of European urban culture and was an expert on Venetian culture and customs. 
He was a much respected researcher and was the author of several books and numerous research papers. 

Alex was Chairman of the Congregation of Newcastle Reform Synagogue where his rational approach to religion 

was inspirational. 
 

Alex died on November 30th after a short illness. 
He is survived by his wife Michele, his children Charlotte and Benjamin 

 

A gentle man, a family man, a superb teacher, a staunch supporter of social justice, a pacifist, Alex will be sadly 
missed. 

  



Vale Roger Burgess. (Written by John Hammond) 

 
It is my sad duty to inform you that a veteran of Old Alts Football Club, well respected and well liked Old 

Altrinchamian, Roger Burgess has passed away. Roger would have attended Altrincham Grammar School in 
the 1940s and was a contemporary of Peter Morton, who I know is still active with the Old Boys Associa-

tion. He attended school camps and was an all-round sportsman, representing the school at football and 

athletics. Roger played for Old Alts Football Club until he was 45 years of age, was a participant in Easter 
tours of North Wales, served on the committee and was close friends with the Robin Ellis, Rod Done and 

Brian Bell as well as many others. He will be remembered as a hard-working and robust defender, always 
ready to give copious advice to opponents and referees alike.   

 
Roger was a successful businessman who founded Shotblast Engineering Services in 1972 in Hale with a 

modest beginning. After moving to Holywell in North Wales on a 5-acre site, as chairman he took the com-

pany through a substantial expansion over a period of 30+ years into an a thriving concern with an interna-
tional reputation second to none in the specialist engineering sector. He worked full time until his late 70s 

and remained chairman of the company up until his death.  
 

Roger was a dedicated and loving family man, a much loved husband, father and grandfather. For those of 

us that were privileged to know him well, one word that is common in descriptions of Roger Burgess was 
that he was ‘generous’. He gave generously to charity and to community organisations across many years. 

Most of all he will be remembered for being so generous with his time for other people. Despite his busy 
schedule at work he could always find time to spend with family and friends, even at a moment’s notice.     

Roger passed away in North Wales on 20th September 2011 after a couple of years of illness, aged 80 
years. A testimony to the affection and high regard that he was held in, was the attendance at the service 

in St. Michael's Church Caerwys, which was packed to overflowing with friends and family, among them 

representatives of Old Alts. Roger Burgess was my uncle and my life-time friend and he will be sadly 
missed by his family. 

 
A  J  WILDING 

  

Anthony Joseph (Tony) Wilding, (1950 -55), sadly died on 9th January, 2012 at the age of 72, after a pe-
destrian-motorcar collision. While at School, he participated in a couple of the annual productions of Gilbert 

and Sullivan operetta and had also been one of the pupils selected by the music master, Mr W A Brown, to 
supply opera companies visiting Manchester with boys choruses and singing extras.  In this connec-

tion,  Old Boy and contemporary Peter Hillier recalled in his tribute at the funeral that Tony first appeared 

with Covent Garden in the Childrens Chorus of La Boheme!  Later, he had singing training for his baritone 
voice from Margerita Carlton, formerly a principal with the Carl Rosa Opera Company. 

 
Tony’s working life included junior reporter for the Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, customer relations at 

British European Airways and concluded with 30 years at the Cooperative Union in Manchester, rising to the 
position of Deputy Chief Information Officer. 

 

As a member of Hale United Reformed Church he ran a hugely successful Youth Fellowship there. He devel-
oped his great love of opera with visits to theatres in Italian cities, became an authority on the art and ar-

chitecture of Rome, and was a hard-working committee member of the Friends of the City Art Gallery in 
Manchester. 

 

Characteristics he possessed were enthusiasm, generosity, encouragement, kindness and loyalty, as exem-
plified in the home hospitality he bestowed on his many friends.  He is survived by his brother Ian, (AGSB 

1948-53).  
 

Peter William Duxfield (1925-2010),  

 
Peter was born in Southport before moving to Grappenhall in the 1930’s. He attended AGS from 1936-42 

and was one of the founder members of the School Air Defence Cadet Corps Squadron No. 145, later the 
Air Training Corps. Leaving school in 1942 with a School Certificate, Peter moved to the Faculty of Technol-

ogy, University of Manchester studying Building and Structural Engineering and whilst there joined the Uni-
versity Air Squadron. 

 



Active service in the Royal Air Force from 1943 to 1948 followed, as a Flying Officer Navigator serving in 

the UK, Iceland, Canada, Italy and the Middle East. 
 

A keen churchman, Peter served as Churchwarden of Great Budworth Parish Church for 26 years and was 
then elected Churchwarden Emeritus in 2008.  

 

Peter died on 17th June 2010 and leaves a wife, Sylvia, two daughters and four grandchildren. 
 

Glyn Hughes (1935-2011)  
 

Glyn was a poet and award-winning novelist best known for his imaginative insights into the Bronte family. 
He was born near Altrincham, the son of a bus conductor. His parent’s council house was reported to be 

laden with books as he passed his 11+ to earn a place at Altrincham Grammar School. At 17 he had his 

first poem published in Poetry Periodical. The Yorkshire poet, Robin Skelton encouraged him and in the 
early 1960’s helped him to get his work published. 

 
Meanwhile, having trained at Manchester College of Arts he qualified as an arts teacher, teaching in Lanca-

shire and Yorkshire throughout the 1960’s. He moved to Saddleworth then Mossley in the Pennine foothills, 

later marrying for a second time and ended up living in Sowerby Bridge.  
 

His collection of verse included Neighbours, The Poor Struggler, and Best of Neighbours. His fictional work 
included The Rape of Rose, The Antique Collector and The Hawthorn Goddess. 

 
He went on to win The Guardian Fiction Prize, The David Higham Prize and was short-listed for the Whit-

bread. 

 
Thrice married he is survived by the son of his first marriage, and his partner of eight years, Elizabeth Lee. 

 
 

Professor Edward (Ted) Higham (1921-2011),  

 
Edward was born in Altrincham in April 1921 and having enjoyed his days at AGS developed a keen interest 

in all things mechanical and electrical started as an apprentice at Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Company. 
Upon outbreak of war in 1939 he was given the opportunity to go up to Cambridge University to read Me-

chanical Sciences, later returning to Metrovics where he was involved in the development and testing of 

radar. 
 

He married Honor in 1949 and then joined the research team at Unilever in Port Sunlight, later transferring 
to Head Office in London. He later moved to work for Foxboro-Yoxall and went to live in Reigate. 

 
Upon retirement he began a career in academia taking up a position as Senior Research Fellow at the Uni-

versity of Sussex. His proudest moment was when the University asked him to become a visiting Professor. 

After Honor passed away in 2007 Ted eventually moved into Downlands Park Nursing Home where he was 
able to celebrate his 90th birthday. A man of great integrity he will be remembered not only by his family 

and friends but also by those who shared in his long and successful careers. 
 

 

Roy Watson  
 

Roy died on September 10th 2010, having attended AGS from 1962-69. He is survived by his wife, Mary. 
 

Gordon Bate 
 

Gordon was a former groundsman of the School during the 1960’s, 70’s and 80’s.  He lived on Appleton 

Road in Hale, and owned an infamous ‘coach’ which regularly ferried Saturday morning sports teams to 
(and sometimes from) various sporting venues. 



Centenary Year 

 
As most of you will have realised, Altrincham Boys Grammar School celebrated its centenary year during 

2012.  Major events have included the launch of a centenary book, the unveiling of a centenary clock, a 
concert held at the Bridgewater Hall, a PFA centenary ball, a visit to the school by the Duke of Gloucester, 

and the Old Altrinchamians annual dinner that was held at the school and attended by 300 diners. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Jottings 

The Headmaster proudly holds the Centenary book, flanked by (L-R) 
Dianne Landsborough, Eddie Hall, John Moran and  Astrid Lavin 

Above: the Centenary Concert, held at the Bridgwater 
hall was a great success 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: The School received a visit from the Duke of 
Gloucester 



Howard McKay Autobiography 

 
Howard McKay attended AGS from 1957 to 1964 and has published his autobiography, available as an e-

book for only US $2.99 from www.smashwords.com/books/view/68609. 
 

The book contains copious references to AGS with some amusing comments and comparisons between 

“then and now”. 
 

The Grammar 
 

As many of you will know, Altrincham Grammar has an excellent new sports facility, “The Grammar” is 
available to be used by the general public.  The Old Altrinchamians Association have managed to negotiate 

a discount for all members of the association.  Information is available from the Grammar reception. 

 
Chess Victory – 55 Years On! 

 
One of our members has managed to unearth the attached article from the Manchester Evening News back 

in 1957.  Some of the team members are still active association members and regularly attend the annual 

dinner. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/68609


W Hamblin Letter 

 
Doreen Dean has forwarded a letter dated 25th November 1934 from Mr Hamblin, Headmaster at the time, 

congratulating Mr T B Gibbons on his being elected a Fellow of the Royal Economic Society at the Univer-
sity of London.  Whilst the copy of the letter is not in ideal condition, most of it can still be deciphered. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 





Help Please 
 

The Old Boys Committee would like to find someone able to validate our annual accounts — this is 
not a formal audit, but more an exercise in good governance. It’s a very modest time commitment, 

once per year only. If you are numerate, have a little spare time and feel you might like to help, 
please contact the Treasurer, Ken Webb (see contact details on cover). 

 

Thank you — The Committee. 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Please make a note of the following events: 
 

Golf: Society day at High Legh Golf Club – Thursday 1st November (11.00 am start) 
 

Further details can be obtained from the golf secretary, Paul Stockton (see contacts). 

 
 

 
The 2012 AGM will be held on Wednesday 7th November at 7.30 pm. 

 

2013 Annual Dinner – 22nd March 2013 to be held at the School..   

Email Addresses 
 

To save costs, The Association are now emailing copies of the Newsletter to all Members of the As-
sociation who have provided us with their email address. This means you will receive the Newsletter 

earlier. If we do not have your email address, please forward it to the Membership Secretary, Ken 
Webb at: 

 

kenwebb@sapo.pt 




