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Editor's Comments
1967 has been marked down in Old Altrinchamian circles as the year of the Great Leap Forward, and

the words uttered along these lines would certainly fill hundreds of Those Red Books.
The Sports Club takes pride of place with its plans to establish a new ground and club house on a site

off Ridgeway Road, Timperley; our planned layout of the site has been accepted by Altrincham Council,
and at the time of writing, local residents are being invited to register any objections they may have.
Assuming that these objections can be met, the plans will finally be accepted.

A snag remains, however, in that the District Valuer has not as yet stipulated what the rent for the
ground will be; needless to say, the rent we are required to pay will have a fundamental bearing on the
rTorts being made to bring this scheme to fruition. The Sports Club organise fund-raising activities and
asks for your support —donate a Rolls to a Tombola, buy dance tickets off Roy Deem, or invest in one of
Dave Scott's exclusively lucky Buster tickets —every little helps.

The Annual Reunion Dinner was held in April at the Bowdon Assembly Rooms, and the comments
regarding both the meal and the surroundings were very favourable from new boys and old hands alike.
Comments were also made about the company, which divided almost equally between "Old" Old Alts
of the pre -1945 vintage and "New" Old Alts of the post -1961 era —it appears that whereas most "Old"
Old Alts write off for tickets each year as a matter of course, most "New" Old Alts have to be cajoled
into coming.

This year's gathering should persuade the younger members to flock back next year with their friends;
just put sixpence a week in your Piggy Bank from now on, and buying a ticket will be painless.

It is hoped to increase and consolidate membership by offering a range of social and sporting activities;
any suggestions over and above what we already offer will be welcome. Also, representatives of the
Association will visit the School near the end of the summer term to outline the aims and activities of
the O.A.A. to prospective members.

All news regarding Old Alts will be welcomed and we look forward to your continued interest and
support.

THE EDITOR.
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Old Altrinchamian
Lodge No. 7474

In December, 1956, some ten years ago, a
nucleus of Old Boys were able to put into effect a
wish of the first Headmaster of the School, the
late L. Saville Laver, M.A., who was a prominent
Cheshire Freemason.

Mr Laver, had expressed to some of his colleagues
and friends a hope that one day, amongst his many
plans for the School, he would see the Old Boys
get together in spheres other than sport and
dramatics. One of these projects was the formation
of a Masonic Lodge and in December, 1965, some
twenty-three years after Mr Layer's untimely death,
this nucleus founded the Lodge and saw it duly
consecrated.

It is interesting to note that the present Worship-
ful Master, Don Boden, could only have known the
first Headmaster by hearsay and by his photograph
which hangs in the School.

On the other hand, Mr Layer's eldest son James,
now also deceased, was the first initiate into the
Lodge and later in 1963 passed through the chair
which Don now occupies.

Apart from conducting their masonic business
the lodge members, in keeping with the Sports
Section, indulge in some social events.

In January the usual children's party was held at
the Masonic Hall and the pleasure given to many
young ones by the lodge, and in particular by
John Smith as Father Christmas, made the effort
well worthwhile.

The annual Ladies' evening, held at the Lanca-
shire Cricket Club in March, was an enjoyable as
these functions always are and was attended by a
number of Old Boys unconnected with the Lodge.

In June, 1966, a car rally was held which was
very ingeniously planned by a committee led by
Harry Cragg. It terminated with a buffet supper
at Bowdon Hydro, opposite the School, and was a
great success. We expect to hold another one in
June of this year, traffic permitting.

Our membership includes a number of Old Boys
who are already members of other lodges when we
were consecrated in 1956. Amongst them are one
or two who were in the original School roster of
1913 and many of them have passed through the
chairs of other lodges before and since joining us.
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Congratulations!
To Alderman Edward Horley who has taken

Mr Bancroft -Turner's place as Chairman of the
School Governors.

To John Furness, who has joined the Board of
Governors. He is the third Old Altrinchamian on
the Board, the other being Brian Robinson.

To Squadron Leader Don Grlsbrook, R.A.F.,
awarded the Order of the British Empire (Military
Division) in the 1967 New Year Honours List. Don
also achieved distinction in the Scouting world
recently by being a member of the HQ Commission
which planned the reorganisation of the Movement.

To John Trewella on his engagement to Miss
Daryl Scott. John is a 3rd Year Dental student at
the University of Manchester and Daryl is in the
first year of a Law course at King's College,
London.

To John Morrill, Meting History at Trinity
College, Oxford. John has recently won two prizes
for outstanding work; the second prize, for an
article, was won against nation-wide competition.

Altrincham
Preparatory School

Our old friend Mr E. (Ted) Mason retired la- t
summer after over twenty years as Headmaster ef
Altrincham Preparatory School. His place is tak
by Mr J. R. (Reggi4 Thompson, so that the lip
between the Preparatory Schools is maintained.

We wish Mr Mason a long and happy retirement,
and Mr Thompson all success in his new position.

Football Report
The last season has not been quite as successful

as the 1965-66 season. Two trophies have been lost
and one gained.

The high spot of the season. was the winning of
the Altrincham Amateur Cup by the first eleven,
who defeated St. Johns of Benchill, 5-2 in the
final at Altrincham F.C.'s ground, Moss Lane.



Rumours were rife that, that gallant sufferer of
back -ache, Crosby, would appear at centre forward,
but this was not to be, and a good crowd were
treated to a display of good teamwork from the
'Alts.'

The high standard of play shown in the cup run,
was, unfortunately not repeated in the league
championship games, the first division champion-
ship being lost by a narrow margin to Manchester
Y.M.C.A.

The most cOfisistent team of the season have
been the second eleven. They lost only two games
in the league, both to the eventual champions,
Manchester Y.M.C.A., who took the aggregate
trophy from us as well. This team was well led
by Ian Crosby, and starred the clubs leading
goal -scorer, Dave Scott.

The only league champions in the club this
season, were the 'A' eleven, who under the captaincy
of Geoff Platt and Geoff Long retained the 'A'
division championship.

The 'B' team slippeci.ivs their performance this
year, only finishing half -way in the league as
compared to their third in the 1965-1966 season.
Reports again came from the Devisdale and points
north of right wingers flying through the air with
the greatest of ease, as the 'B' team did battle.

The old boys team which created the biggest stir
during the season was the 'C' team. An article
appeared in the -Football Pink stating, "Alts 'C'
team under the coaching of schoolmaster Roy
Wilson are pushing for the 'C' division champion-
ship of the Lancashire Amateur League".

:e
it Their efforts were well summed up by a later
latticle from the same paper which said; "A jolt
Aor Old Alts 'A' team promotion chances, they
lost 4-2 to Tottington St. Annes".

When a certain gentleman, who was staying at
a hotel in Llandudno heard this result, his face
went black and mutterings and threats of death to
certain club members were heard for the remainder
of the night —Never mind Roy, better luck next
season!

The 'D' team, under that great schemer Willy
Whyatt improved vastly on last season's perform-
ance and could well threaten the 'C' team next
year.

Again, as last year about 30 Club members,
under the leadership of Roy Wilson and a Scottish
coachdriver ventured into Wales for an Easter
Tour. Five games were played, one won, one lost

and three drawn. A lot of injuries were received,
mainly from Ellis's "Wild Welsh bush men".
Some people will have happy memories of coming
back from Gwalchmai in an "open" coach during
a rain storm from Gwalchmai. This coach was
never seen again, and a blue one appeared to
replace it. The "temperery man in charge" and
company all enjoyed themselves, although your
writer, will in future be very careful with his choice
of Welsh females.

Finally, my choice for stars of the season must
be Dave Stephens and Tommy Hardy, who have
contributed so much to the football of the Club.

See you at the Devisdale next season.

P. G. WATKINS.

Annual Reunion
Dinner, 1967

On Saturday, 15th April, ninety-two Old
Altrinchamians met at the Bowdon Assembly
Rooms for the first Reunion Dinner to be held in
the Altrincham area since 1961.

After an excellent meal the President, Mr J. R.
Thompson, proposed the "Loyal Toast", and then
proceeded with his Presidential Address. In this
he paid tribute to the memory of our late Presi-
dent, Mr F. Bancroft -Turner, Old Altrinchamians
James Laver and Harold Stuart, and ex members
of the School Staff Mr F. Hammond and Mr 0.
Pritchard. The assembled members stood in
silence in honour of these gentlemen who had done
so much for the School and the Association.

The toast to "The School" was proposed by
Mr David Olson, and the response was by Mr W.
Mills, the School Art Master.

The toast to "The Association" was proposed by
Bill Bale, and the response was by Brian Wallis.

At the end of a very enjoyable evening all agreed
that the Assembly Rooms had proved an ideal
setting and it seems very unlikely that we will again
have to displease the more militant Old "Old" Boys
who are strongly against leaving our home town
on such an important occasion.
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Obituaries
Mr F. Bancroft -Turner

The Association suffered a sad, irreplaceable loss
through the death of the President, Mr F. Bancroft-
Turner. He had recently retired from the position
of Manchester Stipendiary magistrate. He had
held the post of President for several years, and his
succinct remarks at the reunion dinner were one of
the major attractions. Observing a small attendance
on one occasion he expressed the hope that "more
of the 'old lags' should come next time". And
they did. When he reached his 75th birthday he
said he had "never resented a birthday more".

Captain Michael Day
Captain Michael Day, who lived on The Downs

when at the school, in 1937, was killed in April
when a Britannia air liner he was piloting crashed
in a thunderstorm over Cyprus. He had lived in
Switzerland for many years, and frequently visited
his mother in Leigh Road, Hale. On his last visit
in March he married and intended to reside in
Basle. He had considerable flying hours, and on
one occasion landed a Comet jet on two wheels at
Beirut, for which he was duly commended.

Mr J. B. Palmer
J. B. Palmer, who attended school from about

1915-1916 died suddenly at his home in Kew,
Surrey, in April, 1966. After service in the First
World War Mr Palmer went up to St. John's
College, Cambridge and took an M.A. in Econo-
mics. He spent much of his career in commerce in
the Far East and latterly in London, and served as
a Wing Commander in the R.A.F. during the
Second World War.

Mr F. J. Hammond
We record with regret the death of Mr F. J.

Hammond, D.C.M., who retired in 1948 after
some fifteen years as gymnastics instructor.

The "General" joined the staff after a distingui-
shed military career and can be said to have been
our first full-time gymnastics master. He had been
army fencing champion and spent much of his
spare time teaching boys fencing and boxing in
addition to supervising team games. He also
organised some impressive gynmastic displays and
helped to start the Air Training Corps.

Fred Hammond was a man of vast experience
and great integrity: a soldier of the old school, he
was held in the highest regard by his pupils and
colleagues.
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Mr E. Harold Stuart
Mr E. Harold Stuart, Park Close, Timperley who

died in March 1967, had been associated with the
Daily Express for over forty years. Joining as a
cub -reporter he finished as Chief Assistant in the
Editorial room. He was regular attender at the
annual reunion dinner. He enjoyed football and
camping. At the school camp at Westward Ho in
1927 he described Ronald Gow's film exploits of
"People of the axe" in the Daily Express. "Rival
bands of painted savages, uttering piercing shrieks
fall on each other in deadly earnest" he wrote for
one edition. "The savages are the boys of Altrinc-
ham County High School. They have turned the
Burrows into a miniature Hollywood".

He was also keenly and closely associated with
the Altrincham Football Club; as Editor of the
programme notes, he had the pleasure of recording
the recent outstanding successes of the club, which
he played for in his younger days.

Mr JamesJames Laver
•

Away from his home and business, Jim Layer's
life was the School and Old Boys' Association.
Those of us who knew him well, and had grown up
with him, soon realised how seriously he viewed
any matter connected with the School —one felt
that he considered the family of Laver still had
some responsibility to A.G.S. and he was prepared
to give his full support and energy to any project
that might add to its good name.

A man of integrity and principle, his was a
friendship one valued and treasured. One could
never let him down because he would never have
done so, he was generous in all that he did and 11.4-
countless friends were proof of a varied and full
life.

Any activity of the Old Boys' Association would
find him taking part in a practical way, and i-
later years with the administrative side —ca,
recollects in particular his interest in sport, a
great-hearted member of the soccer section, a
vaunted tennis -player, a cricketer and latterly, a
golfer. One remembers, too, the time and service he
gave to the running of the School Camp over the
years and even up to last summer, and when the
Old Boys' Masonic Lodge was forms it seemed
obvious that Jim should be the first iidate.

The war years, with its demands on human
character, as one would expect, brought out the
best in him and he served with distinction in the
R.A.F. In business, he gained the respect and
confidence of his employers and it is true to say
that the success attained was not the ultimate as
far as he was concerned.

The loss of a good friend is deeply mourned.



Jottings
Brian Bartley has left his job in the Tanzania

Treasury and has been installed as Bursar of
Mak(xere University College in Uganda; he offers
a welcome to any Old Alts at present on safari in
those parts. On August 1st, 1966, at Mulago
Hospital, Kampala, Mrs Bartley gave birth to a
daughter, Justine —their third child.

* * *
Anthony Swindells, who left school in 1945, has

written a text book on advertising, entitled
"Advertising Media and Campaign Planning"

published last October by Butterworth's. This book
will supersede the old classic "Advertising Media",
by Harold Eley (1932).

Mr Swindells is now a media executive with the
Knightsbridge advertising agency ."Freeman,Wathes
and Milne Ltd." and had planned and negotiated
several million pounds worth of advertising during
his eight years in London; "all of which may
surprise my old form master, Mr Jackson, who was
extremely doubtful whether anyone would employ
me in any capacity whatsoever".

Changes of Address
K. Ackers—(now has a post in Santa Monica,

California) —via Old Hall Cottages, Mobberley.

Alan Smith (1914-1918)-310-701 Esquimalt Road,
Victoria, British Columbia.

Stanley A. Male (1918 -1925) —(now part-time
teacher at Ca.7.1bridge Boys' H.S.)-93 Beau-
mont Road, Cambridge.

E, T. Dale -1 Pinfold Close, Crabtree Avenue,
Hale Barns.

P. R. Evans—"Alby", Warwick Road, Hale.
:1 M. Thompson (1954-1961)-33 Park Drive,

Leicester Forest East, Leics.

D. Ashton -29 Townfields, Knutsford.

Huw Pritchard —Centre for Research in Experi-
mental Space Science, York University,
Toronto 12, Ontario, Canada.

E. Mason—"Travena", Winton Road, Bowdon.

J. A. Brunt (1940-1945)-6 Pennine Way, Broad-
meadows, Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent.

A. P. F. Swindells (1939-1945)-23 Leicester Road,
Wanstead, London E.11.

B. L. Bartley—Makerere University College, P.O.
Box 262, Kampala, Uganda.

Barry Stephens -24 Sylvan Avenue, Timperley.

D. Grisobrook-315 Old Birmingham Road.
Lickey, Bromsgrove, Worcs.
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