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ANNUAL REUNION DINNER
. For the second year in succession, the Annual Dinner was held at the Bowdon Hotel. (Friday,
10th,April). The total number present was rather disappointing, but how pleasing it was to see the
faces of many of our younger members.

The proceedings were opened by the President of the Association, Mr. Thompson, who, in his
own inimitable way, welcomed members and guests and introduced the speakers. The Toast to
the School was proposed by Mr. F. D. Hart, who brought back happy memories to many of us
present that evening with his tales of yesteryear. Mr. A. Crowther replied to this toast, which
must have been rather a sad occasion for him, as it was for the whole gathering, when the news
win heard, for the first time by many members, of his impending retirement. This, then, was his
last dinner as Headmaster of the School, but not, we hope, as an honoured guest at many more to
come. Mr. D. H. Organ, a former member of the School Staff, proposed the Toast to the Associa-
tion, together with many a glimpse into past life at the School. In reply to this toast, Mr. C. R.
Laver (apparently "Chipper" to his old pals!) provided a very entertaining conclusion to the formal
proceedings and in doing so, no doubt astounded many of the younger members by his tales of the
larks and antics performed in the 'good old days'. We had yet one more pleasure to savour. The
aroma of Cornish Pasties was in the air. Up from the Deep South came Mr. Brian Wallace to
r9und off the evening, with a delightful tale entitled "Moving Moments in Cornwall".
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So ended another Reunion Dinner, enjoyed by all who attended, young and old. Our thanks
go to the President of the Association, the Headmaster and all the speakers who made it an evening
to remember. We would also like to express our thanks to the Secretary of the Association for
his work in organising an occasion such as this. Finally, we feel sure that all who were present will
return next year, but how about the missing members? We sincerely hope that all of you who
read the Magazine will make an effort and support your Association by attending the Annual
Dinner — you will be certain to enjoy yourselves.

The provisional date for next year's Annual Dinner is the 2nd April, 1971.

JOTTINGS
News has come from David Howarth in Johannesburg that he has met up with Martin Cope.

Martin was transferred there recently by the Geigy Company, with whom he is a Systems Analyst,
and doubtless he and his wife and two children have received from David the welcome which he
extended to many 0.A.'s when he was in India during the war.

William B. Thompson is• now Senior Lecturer in Education at Leeds University. Last January
he represented this country as a delegate to the Third International Colloquium for the Didactics of
the Classical Languages at the University of Frankfurt.

Rumour has it that Clive Frith, whilst visiting a remote corner of the world, went to the
Mayor's Garden Party only to find that the Mayor was none other than Max Logan! The full
story has yet to be told.

Tony Hutchinson was recently in Altrincham for a short visit. His home is in New Zealand.
Tony's brother, Michael, is Headmaster of a boarding school in Welshpool, where his very exacting
duties still leave him time to score a fair number of runs for one or two quite distinguished cricket
teams.

0'

OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS SPORTS CLUB
Very little real progress has been made over the past year in our effort to obtain a sports

ground.
The land which we hoped to obtain between Brooklands and Timperley Stations is not, we

gather for sale, and our development of the land at Ridgeway Road cannot take place since one
of the conditions on which we provisionally accepted the 99 year lease from Altrincham Corpora-
tion was subject to agreement being reached with the Norwood Housing Association regarding
drainage. The Housing Association have hit snags, and this has once again frustrated our efforts.
At the time of writing, a Sports Club E.G.M. has been called to urgently consider the position.

The constitution of the Sports Club caused some concern to certain older Old Altrinchamians,
but in joint meetings with the association, certain changes have been made and this has been satis-
factorily resolved.

Money raising within the Club has fallen this year. It is very difficult to maintain interest in
raising money when no concrete scheme can be put before the members. As a result, dances at the
Stamford Hall, which were good money -raisers, have declined and we are back to our time honoured
means of raising money on weekly draw tickets. This, at the moment, during the soccer season,
has gone well, but it is going to be difficult to maintain this momentum throughout the summer...

A. R. Wilson.

seventy-two



OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS A.F.C.
SEASON 1969-70

The Club has moved into a new era this seas on and has not found the change very easy.
It was decided at an E.G.M. held in 1969, to leave the Lancashire Amateur League and to

seek for the 1st XI a better standard of soccer. Although we would have liked to leave our other
five sides in the L.A.L. this proved impossible and we placed three sides in the Altrincham Amateur
League and two in the South Manchester and Wythenshawe League.

The 1st XI in the Manchester League Premier Division have had an excellent season. They
should finish in the top 3 and they have been further in the Cheshire Amateur Cup than ever
before, reaching the Semi -Final before losing to Linotype in extra time.

The rest of the Club have struggled. The 2nd XI will finish about half -way in their division,
as will the "A", but the B. C. and D. have found the going very tough. The general feeling is that
the "B" and "D" have been placed in a league of too high a standard. Next season they should be
in the East Cheshire League, which we hope will be more suited to their needs.

The 2nd XI next season should be in Division I of the Manchester League. This should
considerably strengthen the top of the Club.

One of our main problems this season has been the persistent "poaching" of players by pro-
fessional Clubs. We have at different times been approached by Altrincham F.C., Stockport
County F.C., and Blackburn Rovers F.C. This I feel is something we must accept if our 1st XI
is playing in a professional league.

There has been a greal deal of slackness by Captains and Club Officials during the season, and
we have had our worst season ever for players failing to turn up.

We can only hope that the 1970-71 season sees an all round improvement in playing standards
and a general tightening up on all matters, and hope that 1969-70 has been a year of finding our
feet and adjusting to our new environment.

Lastly a Word Of praise to Robin Ellis, who season after season soldiers on doing the most
unenviable job of all.

A. R. Wilson, Hon. Secretary.

THE CRICKET CLUB
Welcome all cricketers, veterans and youths alike, to the prospect of another Season's

activities.
Looking back, the summer of 1969 provided excellent weather following an inclement May,

but, whilst match results (as usual) 'Were more variable, social gatherings were as wet as ever, e.g.
midsummer in Crewe. Individual performances must on the whole remain anonymous to avoid
libel action, although several jugworthy feats did occur. Some uncharacteristic events sufficiently
ambiguous include a certain astonishing gully catch, the poor fellow who could never score, a defiant
last ditch six, numerous soccer exploits across the boundary, matches lost on byes, and early season
slaughters. A creditable run in the Pennant knock -out ended just short of the final and the annual
Llandudno trip was a success; a Gargrave episode has yet to recur.

For the coming season, a 50% cut in subscriptions will be implemented, combined with a better
catch on match days, to offset recalcitrant members, and a blushing balance sheet. Home base
remains at a vandel-stricken Devisdale, notwithstanding protracted efforts to move to an alternative
site. Two Saturday and one Sunday teams will continue to demonstrate assorted aspects of the
game, and new members will be most welcome, together with volunteers for ground duties. Don't
all'rush, simply ring 980 7606 or 973 0448, for further guidance. C.Allen.
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DIAMOND WEDDING
We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Chorley, who celebrated their Diamond Wedding on

December 24th, 1969. They are at present living at Chalfont St. Peter, not far from their elder
son Jack (J. W. A. Chorley). Mr. Chorley joined the school shortly after its foundation, and retired
in 1948. He taught English and general subjects, mainly in the junior school. Mrs. Chorley also
did some art teaching at the time of the first world war.

OBITUARIES
W. A. (BILL) BALE

It is with the greatest regret that we announce the sudden death of Bill Bale in July, 1969.
Bill attended the School from 1933 until 1939, and during that time he earned the affection

and respect of all who came into contact with him. It can be truly said that he made his mark on
every aspect of life in the School: he distinguished himself as a classical scholar, and eventually
went on to University where he obtained an Honours Degree: he was an outstanding performer in
all games, particularly Soccer in which he had the honour of captaining the University Athletic
Union Team: he was very active in the Scout Group, being Senior Patrol Leader at a time when
the Troop was at its strongest, and in his final year at School he was School Captain and Bradbury
Prize Winner.

After a short spell at University he joined the forces as a pilot in the Fleet Air Arm, and
throughout the war he had an outstanding record of gallantry and devotion to duty. He attained
the rank of Lieutenant -Commander and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. Returning
after the war to University, he obtained his degree and a qualification in Physical Education; and
then spent some time on the Staff of the University before taking up an appointment at Solihull
School. There he became something of a legend as a Housemaster, Teacher, Games Master, Officer
in Charge of the Air Corps, and as friend and advisor to the hundreds of boys who passed through
the School. Most of his spare time was devoted to running the many out -of -school activities with
which he was connected, and it was, in fact, whilst on an educational holiday with a party of boys
from the School that he met his untimely end.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Bill's widow, Barbara, and to her Aunt and Uncle, Mr.
and Mrs. Ted Mason, to whom Bill had been as a son ever since he left the School which meant
so much to them and to him.

THOMAS NEVILLE WARDROP

Prefect, September, 1927, Captain of School, 1929-30, 1930-31, Bradbury Prizewinner, 1930,
Captain of Cricket, 1930, 1931, Captain of Football 1931, Scout Troop Leader, 1929-30, 1930-31.
These details are eloquent testimony to the all-round abilities of "Tommy" Wardrop. No WI
measures would do for him. He thoroughly enjoyed his school days and was an example to all by
reason of his thoroughness in all that he undertook. He was undoubtedly a born leader. On leaving
school he proceeded to the School of Forestry. St. Catherine's Society, Oxford, obtaining the degree_ . _ . . _ _of B.A. with honours in orestry, in 1934. He joined the Colonial Service, going out to Nigeria in
1935. After some years in Africa he went to New Zealand, and it was from here that the tragic
news of his death came in a letter from his wife to Geoff. Sutcliffe. "He was drowned" she writes
"while trying to save a young scout who had got into difficulties while swimming in the river which
was 35 feet deep." Tommy had retained his great interest in scouting and at the time of his death
was Chairman of the local Scout Committee. He will be remembered by his contempories for his
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infectious cheerfulness and his willingness to hep and to lead those looking for guidance. There
was no school activity in which he did not join wholeheartedly but it was in scouting that he found
his greatest joy and from which he learned so much. We mourn his untimely death and extend to
his widow and son our sincere sympathy.

J. C. WILLIAMSON

We record with regret the death of J. C. Williamson, who left the school in 1948 after winning
an Open Scholarship in Modern Languages at Nottingham University and a State Scholarship.

Jeff Williamson had a distinguished academic career and was a lecturer at Birmingham
University.

The School's
Christmas Production
will be

The
Pirates

of
Penzance

by W. S. Gilbert and A. S. Sullivan
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