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From the Headmaster 

It is a huge privilege to have been appointed as the 9th Head Master of 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys and I have greatly enjoyed getting 
to know staff, parents, pupils and Old Altrinchamians’ over the last few 
months. The warmth of the school community, the culture of academic 
ambition and the enthusiasm for excellence and inclusivity in extra-
curricular activities are obvious.

The school year 2018-19 has been successful both in and out of the 
classroom. At A level we achieved a 4% increase in the percentage of 
grades awarded A*-B and a 100% pass rate.  In music, the Swing Band and 
the Concert Band again performed at the National Concert Band Finals and 
were both awarded a Gold award. In sport, hockey dominated the headlines 
with our senior indoor hockey squad fighting off fierce competition to be

 crowned Silver Medallists in the National Indoor Schools Hockey 

Championships. The Under 14 side finished their National Finals undefeated 
but walked away with a 4th place medal after losing on penalty flicks to 
Whitgift School. A deserved mention also to the Under 15 rugby team who 
remained unbeaten throughout the season. 




We are fortunate at AGSB to have exceptional facilities for our pupils but we 
are also ambitious about building the very best learning environment that we 
can. As I write, building has just begun on a new state of the art teaching 
complex which will be located in the North Yard. The new build will provide 
us with 9 new classrooms and a much needed larger library. 

Since September 2018, staff and pupils have been discussing the school 
mission and what core values should be placed at the heart of all we do at 
AGSB. At AGSB we aim to nurture young men who embrace all forms of 
learning and in so doing are respectful to others, responsible in their attitude 
and resilient in the face of challenges. 

Our most important value as a grammar school is:

Love of Learning: which means being an active participant in learning, 
preparing and completing work thoroughly and enjoying learning as a 
liberating process of discovery and growth.

This is underpinned by our ‘Three R’s: 

Respect: which means valuing the character and gifts of other people, and 
caring for the world around us – even when people have different beliefs and 
ideas to us.

Responsibility: which means the ability to respond safely, optimistically and 
creatively to the situations you face in daily life - a willingness to be helpful, 
positive, generous and brave.

Resilience: which means building personal and collective skills that enable 
us to cope with problems, deal with failure, overcome setbacks and accept 
the things we cannot change.

As we face the political uncertainties of the months ahead, there will 
undoubtedly be challenges to face in the future. I am certain, however, that 
the school is well placed to meet the challenges ahead; the AGSB staffroom 
is populated with outstanding teachers who have excellent subject 
knowledge and, of course, the school continues to attract bright and 
motivated pupils who strive for excellence in all they do. 

I look forward greatly to meeting you at future Old Alt’s events. 


Graeme Wright 

Head Master 




EDITOR 

I have merely been standing in as temporary editor whist the proper editor 
Antony Perrett along with his wife has been in the saddle biking in North and 
South America for 10 months.They have visited 15 countries and travelled 
nearly 30,000 miles.You can read how they got on at : Perrett s 
progress.WordPress.com .

The Newsletter relies on you, the readers ,to send in items which would be  
of interest to fellow Old Alts. As always can we ask you to keep an eye open 
for any appropriate items perhaps in newspapers, or other media, or even 
hearsay.

I must confess to have struggled a little to compile this year's Newsletter as 
there has been a dearth of suitable material submitted.Presumably this is yet 
another consequence of the people's mandate to leave the EU.However I 
have been particularly grateful for the help and advice of Steve Perrett.

Despite this limited material  I hope there is something of interest for you.


Larry Bode 

OUR NEW PRESIDENT 

The Old Altrinchamians’ Committee was delighted to appoint former 
Chairman Colin Bamford as its new President.


Colin had previously served as secretary since 1989 before being 
appointed Chairman for the past 5 years.


He sends this message:


I would like to take this opportunity to say how very honoured I feel to 
have been invited to be President of the Association.

I follow a long line of distinguished gentlemen who have held this Office, 
and they will be a hard act to follow, especially the most recent, Peter 
Morton. Having served just twenty years on the Committee, I am 
something of a newcomer, because on his appointment, Peter had 
served for fifty years! Indeed, he went on to serve a further twenty four.

The Association is in good heart at the moment, with an enthusiastic 
Committee, recently strengthened and led by Christian James. We are 
happy to welcome new Headmaster Mr Graeme Wright to our midst, and 
I am confident that with his support the Association will go on to face the 
current challenges.

Colin Bamford 

http://progress.WordPress.com


COLIN BAMFORD 

A Short Profile


Colin attended AGSB from 1965-1967 and studied English, French and 
History in the 6th Form.By his own admission he admits that perhaps he 
did not apply himself as thoroughly to his studies as he should have, 
describing himself as an academic rebel.

At the time, in addition to the main subjects, boys were required to study 
a language.Colin chose Latin but soon found himself falling behind.

He was grateful to some extra 1:1 tuition provided by Classics Master 
Reggie (Buzz) Thompson. Colin was perhaps less than attentive and 
recalls Mr Thompson falling asleep on one occasion.

Reggie Thompson, of course, was one of the earliest boys to attend the 
school and achieved the accolade of ‘Victor Ludorum’ at the school’s 
Sports Day.

ReggieThompson was a staunch supporter and President of the Old 
Altrinchamians ,and we remember him each year at the Reunion Dinner in 
the lighting of the Reginald Thompson Candelabra.


Colin made up for his lack of prowess as an academic, by representing 
the school on both the Rugby and Badminton teams.

Although now extraordinarily old (70 to be exact) the poor soul remains 
very active at Hale Golf Club and is a keen long distance runner, having 
completed dozens of 10K and Marathon events.


                                     Colin Bamford




His other interests include music and it is hard to believe that he used to 
be a part-time DJ and sported long hair and a beard.He built his own kit.


Colin studied Business Studies at Salford University and also gained a 
postgraduate qualification in Management Studies.

He recently retired as an accountant.


A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR 

Dear fellow Old Altrinchamians, 
 When I wrote this piece 12 months ago, I outlined that we were hoping to 
crank up the number of events over the coming months, not for the sake of 
having events, but for the purpose of providing more opportunities for Old 
Alts to connect with fellow Old Alts. 
We’ve a long way to go but initial progress has been great. We have now 
held two ‘Chair’s in the Chair’ events, initially at The Railway pub in Hale 
and more recently at The Stamford Arms in Bowdon. The informal 
gathering brought together alumni from a massive spread of years – from 
the 50’s right up to the present day – for beers, butties and banter. The next 
one will be in December; do please try and attend if you are around. On 
another front, we have now become a permanent fixture at the annual Old 
Boys v School Sports Day, where the current school Hockey/Rugby/
Football teams play ‘recent Old Boys’ teams. At the evening dinner, we 
presented Old Alts Man of the Match trophies; a great way of introducing 
the Association to the next generation of Old Alts. 
Next year, as well as the Annual Dinner in March, we are planning the 
inaugural ‘London Lunch’ in May which will provide an opportunity for 
our Southern based Old Alts to get together in the name of the school. 
Again, please look out for details on our website in the coming months. 
As well as hosting events, the Association is also very much driven to 
supporting the school where it can through fundraising. Thanks to your 
kind donations, this year we were delighted to provide the School with two 
fabulous crests – one for the Coleman Hall and one that will sit proudly at 
the main entrance to the School. Both crests are accompanied by a plaque 
acknowledging their donation was due to The Old Alts. As such, they will 
be a great and lasting reminder for the current pupils, staff and visitors of 
the relevant, positive and enduring role the Association continues to play 
in the lives of everyone associated with AGSB. 



I do hope you are able to attend at least one of our events in the next 12 
months. In the meantime, please enjoy this great read. May I thank all the 
contributors but Larry Bode in particular for having the energy and 
tenacity to make it happen! 

Kind regards 

Christian James 
Chair, Old Altrinchamians Association   
  

A message from Stephen Perrett who organises the Annual 
Reunion Dinner 

The Future Of the Annual Dinner
 
Over recent years attendance at the Annual Reunion Dinner has dwindled 
from an average of over 120 diners down to a disappointing 60 attendees 
at this year’s Dinner, (24 of which were staff/prefects). Whilst we always 
get very positive feedback, it’s clear that the appeal of the Dinner is 
waning.
For the last 8 years it has been held at the School on a Friday evening, 
usually in March. We want your feedback on what we can do to improve it 
– is it the time of year, the night it’s on, the venue, the cost, the format of 
the evening, the frequency, or some other reason that we can’t think of?
As it’s going to be unsustainable to continue the Dinner in its current 
format we really would appreciate any comments or suggestions you have 
that would help us formulate a way for more people to enjoy this reunion 
of Old Alts.
Please email sperrett@cheetham-mortimer.com with any views.
 

mailto:sperrett@cheetham-mortimer.com


All Change at the Old Alts Annual Reunion Dinner 

March 15th 2019


On a somewhat damp and breezy evening former pupils were joined by staff 
and sixth-formers for the annual Reunion Dinner of the Old Alts Association, 
held at the school.

Old friendships renewed and new friendships forged, it was a most enjoyable 
and memorable evening.

On arrival, guests sampled Dunham Massey Brewing Company beers from 
the bar (organised by Ashley Cricket Club members) whilst being entertained 
by an excellent AGSB jazz combo.


Sixth-formers were also on hand to show guests round the school.


This was a night of both new and old.


Formal proceedings began with a welcome by new Chair, Christian James 
and with the now traditional lighting of a candelabra in memory of former 
pupil and Classics Master, Reginald Thompson (Buzz).

In keeping with a further tradition the Charles Laver Golf Trophy was 
presented to Ryan Cammack.

In his preliminary remarks, Christian confirmed that the Old Alts Association 
committee had agreed to fund the replacement of two dilapidated AGSB 
crests, one outside the main entrance and the other one in the Coleman Hall 
at a cost of approximately £2500.




Christian introduced the Association’s new President, former Chair Colin 
Bamford.

Colin paid tribute to his predecessor, Peter Morton who had died aged 91.

Peter, who attended the school from 1938 to 1944 went on to become 
Headmaster of North Cestrian Grammar School for 33 years.

He was a most amiable man and is sorely missed.

It was good to see a contemporary of Peter’s, Hugh Kerridge present at the 
Reunion Dinner.

Hugh had travelled up from Berkhamstead, Hertfordshire where he now lives.


Following an excellent meal, Christian introduced our Guest Speaker and 
third ‘new boy’ Headmaster Graeme Wright.


Graeme has now been in post for 7 months and is the ninth Headmaster of 
AGSB since its foundation in 1914.

In his speech the Headmaster recalled conversations he had had with pupils 
prior to taking up the post.

One group of boys told him that the then current Head, Tim Gartside would 
be a hard act to follow.It was remarked that succeeding Mr.

Gartside could be likened to the prospect of David Moyes replacing the 
acclaimed and highly successful Manchester United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson.




Graeme had much admiration for the considerable achievements of Tim 
Gartside and appreciation of his 16 years as Headmaster was shown by a 
thunderous round of applause.


Graeme went on to regale us with a brief insight into his life in the Royal 
Marines.




The Headmaster talked about the school and of his vision for future 
developments at AGSB.

He reported not only the outstanding academic results but also the school’s 
prowess in other activities such as sport, drama  and music.

He spoke of his passion to encourage more pupils from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to attend the school.

He also has plans to reintroduce a School house system.


In addition to former pupils, it was good to see so many sixth-formers, and 
current and retired members of the teaching staff; amongst the latter were 
Keith Nodding (former Classics Master and Headmaster) and Roger Cleland.


Thanks to the sixth-formers who used all manner of means, including threats 
of possible future unpleasantness, to encourage purchases of raffle 
tickets.The raffle raised £475.Although 60 guests were present it is hoped 
that next year many more former AGS boys will join us for this most 
enjoyable Annual Reunion Dinner. Keep an eye on the Old Alts website for 
details as they are announced.

Although attendance was slightly down on last year but that did not detract 
from the fun, camaraderie ,and renewed pride in this splendid school, 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys.


In all, a splendid evening organised so ably once again by Stephen Perrett.


Larry Bode




SCHOOL MAGAZINE 1969 
We are most grateful to Peter Monether for forwarding copies of old 
Altrincham Grammar School magazines.

In 1969 Peter was Sports Editor of the school magazine and also senior 
member of the stage staff.


We thought it would be interesting to share some items from 50 years ago.

In 1969 Headmaster was A.Crowther with C.S.Howard as Deputy.

In the 1969 edition we learn of the retirement of R.N.Dore who had been 
Head of the History Department for 23 years.

Norman Dore had joined the school straight from serving with the RAF as 
Flying Officer during World War II.He had seen active service in India, the 
Cocas Islands and Indonesia.

He was a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and was a renowned expert 
on the Civil War in Cheshire.

He was also remembered for his prowess as a sportsman with particular 
interests in hockey and cricket.




The Staff Room

How many Masters can you recognise?




The same edition noted that Geoffrey C. Wardle, who was at the school 
between 1930 - 1937 and had been editor of the ‘Altrinchamian’ , had been 
appointed Under Secretary to the Minister of Transport following graduation 
from Cambridge.

An obituary of Geoffrey Wardle is published elsewhere in the Newsletter.


In sports it was reported that J.S.(Stuart) Roberts was a member of the GB 
Swimming Team that took part in the Mexico Olympics of 1969.


Deputy Headboy, M.G. Gilbert had been a regular member of the England 
Hockey Team.









The school had a strong tiddly-winks team, under the guidance of Mr Roy 
Coleman. Two school members Greenwood and Wynn (nobody had first 
names in those days) played for England against Wales at Aberystwyth.


The school play that year was ‘Oliver’ , with Peter Halfpenny as Oliver Twist, 
and Masters Ken Hodgkinson, Roger Cleland, Roy Coleman playing Fagin, 
Mr Brownlow and Bill Sykes respectively.




The boys of IVA under the direction and encouragement of Masters Keith 
Nodding and Mr Clague filmed and produced a film about Cheshire history. 
This was shown at the ’new-style’ Speech Day. It was wittily entitled ‘The 
Magical History Tour’.


In 1969 the Old Alts ‘ Newsletter’ or ‘The Old Altrinchamian’ was published 
as a section of the school’s magazine.

We note that the President of the Association was J.R.Thompson (Buzz/
Reggie); R.W. Astorgia was Chairman; P.F. Morton was General Secretary 
and K.A.M.Veitch was Editor.

The Annual Reunion Dinner took place at the Bowdon Hotel.Henry Parry 
proposed the toast to the School with George Thornton replying.

In the section ‘News of Old Altrinchamians’ we learn that Allen R. Astles had 
been lecturing in Geography since 1967 at the Simon Fraser University , 
University.

 




PETER MORTON MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Peter Morton was the Old Altrinchamians’ President at the time of his 
death 

On February 2nd 2019 St Margaret’s Church Altrincham was packed for the 
Memorial Service to celebrate the life of our late President Peter Morton.





Above: Peter Morton (front row centre) next to current President Colin Bamford pictured at a 
committee meeting 2012.


The service attended by family, friends, current and former students of North 
Cestrian Grammar School was led by the Reverend Jerry Sutton.

The Old Alts were represented by Association President Colin Bamford and

Larry Bode.


We learnt that Peter, a former pupil of Altrincham Grammar School for Boys, 
had been Headmaster of North Cestrian Grammar School for 33 years (1963 
-1996). He followed in the footsteps  of Walter Hamblin who had previously 
been Head of AGSB.


In a Reflection on his life, Ian Parrott, Chair of the North Cestrian Governors 
recalled that as Headmaster, Peter Morton described three attributes which 
he felt were important in the education of his charges.These were 



Scholarship, Sportsmanship and Manliness. Quite what was meant by 
Manliness is uncertain.


In his Reflection on the life of Peter Morton former North Cestrian, Jean-
Philippe Glaskie recalled how fair-minded Peter was and how he positively 
promoted and celebrated cultural and religious diversity amongst the pupils 
of his school.

Mr Morton abhorred bullying and pupils were quick to learn that he would 
not tolerate it.


Peter Morton was a strong disciplinarian and commanded respect from the 
pupils; apparently a steely stare quelled any inappropriate dissent.

He too had a very caring nature, welcoming new pupils at the school gates 
as they arrived on their first day.


Although Peter Morton presided over an all boys school, he approved of the 
transition to a co-educational school starting in 2006.

This was reflected in the service by a reading by Head girl Sadie Roberts, 
and a musical offering from year 10 pupil, Elva Lei.


A commemorative dinner held at North Cestrian Grammar School followed 
the service. 




JOTTINGS 

Old boy Bradley Robinson came back into school on Monday 17th June to 
deliver a talk to our Year 12 and Year 10 Economic students. Bradley left the 
school six years ago and is now working within the Credit Risk Division at 
the Bank of England. The talk highlighted and supported many areas of the 
students’ studies covering such topics as the difference between capital and 
money markets, the difference between commercial and investment banks 
and why there is an inverse relationship between interest rates and bond 
yields.

Students were also given a brief account about the financial crash and the 
changes in the regulation of banks which has since taken place.


Mrs C Newton

Head of Business Studies/Economics


                                              Bradley Robinson


School wins award 

From the Sunday Times: 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys has won The Sunday Times Northwest 
State Secondary School of the Year award. The school saw its GCSE results 
increase by 6.7 percentage points to 78.2 A*/A grades. Four in five A-level 
grades came in at either A*, A or B grades helping the school to jump six 
places in the national league table and moved up rank in this year’s regional 
table as a result. Alastair McCall, editor of Parent Power, said: “Trafford is 
lucky to have some of the finest grammar schools in England. Competition to 



win a place at Altrincham some of the finest Grammar School for Boys is 
tough, but the rewards are immense.


It is consistently one of the highest-achieving State Grammar Schools but 
the school is so much more than just academic success. The boys are 
encouraged to be themselves and to achieve and contribute to all areas of 
school life.It thoroughly deserves its success.


Old Boy in University Challenge 

Former pupil, Ian Wang recently took part in BBC’s Unversity Challenge in a 
team representing Corpus Christi College, Cambridge.His team beat Merton 
College, Oxford by 195 points to 140 and will now take part in Round 2.


.


  Award-winning documentary filmmaker. 

Alex Bescoby, co-founder of Grammar Productions has set off on a 16,000 
Km. drive from Singapore to London.He plans to recreate as far as possible 
the historic drive of I955.Accompanying him is 87 yr old Tim Slessor who 
was part of the original team to achieve this journey. As in the original 
expedition they will be travelling in a 64 yr old Series One Oxford Land 
Rover.

We wish them well.




Former Altrincham Grammar School for Boys pupil receives a 
CBE in the Queen’s 2019 New Year Honours List 

Congratulations to Old Altrinchamian, Mark Dannatt, who left AGSB in 1976 
to join the Royal Navy. He was recently honoured by Queen Elizabeth with a 
CBE.

Mark works for the UK Ministry of Defence.

Based at Abbey Wood, Fulton, Bristol, Mark is Project Director:Queen 
Elizabeth Class Carriers.

 

Mark is second from the right.




SPORTS JOTTINGS 

  On Wednesday 3rd April, AGSB held a rugby and a football match between 
the 1st XI and the Old Boys.The conditions could not have been better for 
the contest – a large contrast from last year’s matches which were at times 
dominated by the wind – and both matches were full of action. In the rugby, 
the Old Boys powered to a commanding 31-17 win, with the man of the 
match award going to Tom Qealy. The football match, on the other hand, 
was a much closer affair with both sides having similar possession of the ball 
throughout the 90 minutes, however, in the end the Old Boys prevailed 
coming back from a 6-1 thrashing in last year’s match to winning 2-1 this 
year. Man of the match was awarded to Niall Butchart.


Kyle Panchal-Taylor




AGSB GOLF DAY 

This year’s AGSB Golf Day, organised brilliantly by Scott Meakin once again, 
was held at Chorlton-cum-Hardy Golf Club on Friday 12th July.

The winner of the Old Alts section for the Charles Laver Trophy was Ross 
Dunleavy with a fantastic 39 points.

Second was Matt Ranson with 33 points.







OBITUARIES  
Huw Owen Pritchard 

Huw Owen Pritchard BSc, MSc, PhD, DSc, FRSC Distinguished Research 
Professor of Chemistry, York University, Toronto.  Born July 23, 1928 Bangor 
Wales. Died peacefully after a brief illness August 09, 2019.  Much loved and 
loving husband of Margaret(Maggie). Loving father to Karen (Sal) and David 
(Madeleine). Devoted grandfather to Samantha (Marco) and Jason.


Huw grew up in Hale and attended Altrincham Grammar School for Boys 
from 1939-1945.  An avid cricketer he played cricket for Ashley and 
Timperley. In 1945 Huw entered Michael Polanyi’s Chemistry Department in 
Manchester University and completed his PhD in 1951. Subsequently he was 
appointed assistant lecturer in Chemistry becoming Lecturer in 1954. 
Remaining in Manchester until 1965 working extensively on experimental 
reaction kinetics, electronegativity theory and began to explore various 
aspects of computational chemistry with the newly installed electronic digital 
“Ferranti Mark 1”.


In 1965 Huw he was appointed Professor of Chemistry at York University, 
Toronto until his retirement in 1997. Where he pursued experimental work, 
including Conventional free-radical reaction kinetics, precision 
thermochemistry by calorimetry and by third-laws methods, and 

measurements on 
explosions and 
spontaneous 
combustion, 
especially of 
hydrocarbon fuels in 
diesel engines.


After retirement he 
continued to pursue 
his research and was 
still actively writing 
papers.


Huw at Manchester University 1961




Sir Geoffrey Wardle, 1919-2017 

Sir Geoffrey Wardale attended Altrincham Grammar School for Boys in the 
1930's. He was an outstanding scholar and won a Scholarship to Queen's 
College,Cambridge in 1938. After completing his degree there he went on to 
Army Service ,and in 1942 joined the Ministry of War Transport Department 
as Temporary Assistant Principal . He was promoted to Private Secretary to 
the Permanent Secretary in 1946. He continued to work in the Ministry of 
Transport (later the Department of the Environment), and was appointed 
Under Secretary in 1966. In 1974 he was was awarded the title of 
Commander of the Order of the Bath (C.B.) in recognition of his work. He 
was promoted to the position of Second Permanent Secretary in the 
Department of Environment in 1978. He was made a Knight in 1979 in 
recognition of his services.. In 1981 he led the Inquiry into the Open 
Structure of the Civil Service ("The Wardale Report"). He was listed in in 
Who's Who for many years.

Sir Geoffrey Wardale lived with his wife ,Rosemary, and their family,  in Lewes 
in Sussex  for  much of his life. He played a significant role in local and 
regional affairs after retirement from the Civil Service. He was a Member of 
the Council of the University of Sussex,and was Chairman of Brighton 
College Council from 1985-90,and was President of the Friends of Lewes 
Society from 1992-97.

Although he had moved away from the Altrincham area he continued to take 
an interest in AGS, and in 1986 he was the Guest Speaker at the Annual 
Dinner of the Old Altrinchamians. 

He died in December 2017  at the age of 98.


A.R. Astles  (relative of the late Sir Geoffrey Wardale).


John Irvine 1933-2019


John Irvine died on June 13th 2019, aged 86.

He leaves his wife of 59 years, Gillian, 3 children, 9 grandchildren, and 1 
great grandchild.

John was a retired Nurseryman, and the owner of Southfield Nursery, Clay 
Lane, Timperley.

At school he was a member of the AGSB Scout Troop; his ‘scout name’ was

‘Silent Badger’.




David Pilkington 1949-2019

I first met David in September 1965 when my family moved up from 
Surrey. I joined him in 6ArtsB where we had Keith Nodding as our form 
master. David had previously been to Navigation Road School.
The AGSB magazine shows David as getting five ‘O’ Levels, and ‘A’ 
Levels in History and Art.
Along with Phil, Alastair and myself, he then spent a year at St John’s 
College in Manchester, improving his grades. He must have succeeded 
because he went on to the University of Dundee where he read 
philosophy and economics and graduated with a Master of Arts.
I remember being jealous of David’s ability to attract the girls. He had a 
reputation for being very smooth, and most of us were very envious!
In the Summer of 1968, Alastair, Phil and I drove across France to 
southern Spain in Alastair’s wonderful American army jeep. David and 
his friend cadged a lift for the outward journey.
I didn’t see David again for 43 years!
Following university, he took upon his mother’s advice and sought a 
profession. He moved down to London and qualified as a chartered 
surveyor.
In March 2011 I managed to get about 30 guys from the class of ’67 to 
attend the Annual Reunion Dinner at Ringway GC. One of those was 
David. I was delighted to find that there were four of us who lived close 
enough to meet up for regular evenings out. It was as if we were trying 
to make up for lost time. The years seemed to fall away, and we were 
back where we’d left off in the sixties.
David and his wife Rosie, whom he’d married in 1985, recently moved 
from their lovely house in Richmond Road in Bowdon to Ashley Road 
Hale. A clever downsizing move, putting them in walking distance of the 
shops, restaurants and coffee bars.
At the end of March 2016, I was stunned to receive an email from David 
telling us that he had cancer and was receiving chemotherapy. I didn’t 
get much work done that day, and had to call in on him for a cup of tea 
on the way home. I hadn’t had much experience of the disease, but was 
to receive my own diagnosis just eight months later.
We were already very good friends, but the shared experiences of 
dealing with cancer brought us even closer.
David was born January 1949 and died on Saturday 2nd February 2019
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