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C O L O U R S 
The Secretary has stocks of the following Association Colours: 

Association Tie (Striped) £1 
Sports Club Tie (Blue with silver Wheat Sheaf) £1 
Wire Blazer Badge £2 

Annual Dinner 
The Annual Dinner was held at the Assembly Rooms, Bowdon, on Friday, 2nd Apri l , 1971. Mr. 

Crowther, who had retired at the end of the previous term was Guest of Honour. 

The toast to the Guest of Honour was proposed by the Association's President, Mr. J . R . 
Thompson. Mr. Thompson spoke of the important part played by Mr. Crowther in the life of the 
School, and of his unfailing encouragement and support for the Association and its activities. 

The Association Secretary then presented to Mr. Crowther a cheque for £75 on behalf of the Old 
Boys of the School. 

Mr. Crowther, in his response to the toast, spoke of the great pleasure he had derived from his 
duties as Headmaster, and of the spirit of friendship he had always found in his dealings with 
Old Boys. 

Mr. N . F . Dickinson, the Association Chairman, then proposed a toast to the School. Mr. N . S. 
R . Bickers, the new Headmaster, replied to the toast. He spoke in praise of the School as he had 
found it on his arrival, and expressed the hope that this would be the first of many happy evenings 
he would spend in the company of Old Altrinchamians. 

Reflections on the State of the Association 
Our main activities take place in the Sports Club, which was formed by combining the Football 

Club and the Cricket Club. Apart from this we run a Reunion Dinner once a year and distribute 
copies of the School Magazine. 
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The Association has about 550 members, of whom most have been members for a considerable 
number of years. The rate of influx of new members is very low, and those who do join tend to 
drop out after two or three years. 

The Sports Club has about 100 playing members, and something like 75 of these are old boys of 
the School. A rule of the Sports Club states that these 75 must all be members of the Association, 
but this has not yet been enforced. 

Only 67 people attended the Association Dinner in Apri l , and at the very most half a dozen of 
these were active members of the Sports Club. 

Over 80 people attended the Sports Club Dinner earlier in the year, most of them being active 
members of the Club. 

The Sports Club activities take place on rented land, on which it is not possible to have a club
house. This means that there is no bar, nor are there any facilities for meetings and socials. The tenure 
of the football ground is very insecure, and there is a very real danger that we may at any moment 
find ourselves without a ground. - i r - f * 

Is this all a case of "Divided we fall"? Will the Association, existing on its own, slowly grind to 
a halt; and will the Sports Qub, without the help of the Association, reach a point where its 
continued existence is impossible? 

I f so, it could well be that the only satisfactory solution is to form an Old Altrinchamians Club, 
run by the Association, with the Cricket and Football Clubs as composite parts. The cricketers and 
footballers who are not old boys of the School could have a special category of membership, and 
the combined weight of the Association and the Sports Club could be u.sed to obtain proper sports 
and social facilities. 

Failing this where do we go from here, if anywhere? 
P .F .M. 

Sports Club 
The year has been an anxious one for Old Altrinchamian Sports Club and indeed at the time of 

writing still remains so. 

On October 1st, 1970 after 40 years on the Devisdale the club was informed by the Ear l of 
Stamford that we must not assume that we would be playing Football on the Devisdale for season 
1971-72 and that if we were granted another year that this would certainly be our last. It seems 
that the Devisdale is to be developed. 

On May 14th, 1971 Stamford Estates were still unable to reveal the owners to the club and we 
are still unsure as to whether we shall be there next season. 

A t an extra-ordinary general meeting held in early November the club put Eddie Smallridge, 
Roger Burgess and Roy Wilson in charge of ground searching, and in early December at another 
extra-ordinary general meeting it was decided that the cost implication of development of the 
Ridgeway Road site in Timperley was too high for the club to bear and that the only possibilities, 
apart from park pitches which would obviously be unsatisfactory, were a site in Sale, which has 
smce been ruled out by Sale Council after a reference to the Minister of Environment since our 
development of this land would interfere with the free access of members of the public, and the old 
polo field which is just inside the Ashley boundary and would be ideally suited to our needs. We 
would here be able to erect a pavilion and accommodate all our 6 soccer teams and 2 cricket teams 
quite satisfactorily. However, over the last couple of months our chances of being able to use this 
and certainly of it being ready for next season have receded. This is not yet dead but I feel it has 
only an outside chance of happening. 
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The club was thus delighted when we successfully negotiated with B . E . A . Silver Wings Club 
(England and Wales) for the use of one soccer pitch and one cricket square at Clay Lane, 
Timperley. The club has excellent changing and showering facilities plus tennis, bowls, dance floor, 
bihiards, committee rooms, squash and a licensed bar. I t is hoped that when certain legalities have 
been cleared up that Old Altrinchamians Sports Club members will be able to use these facilities 
on payment of an aflSliation fee to B . E . A . Now obviously these facilities do not completely 
solve our problems as they only accommodate two of our six soccer sides and we are now at our 
last hope of applying to local councils for use of park pitches for the other four teams. 

We thus, as a club, beg all Old Altrinchamians to rack their brains to try to* find a possible site 
where future generations of Old Alts, may play sport, as the club are still as strong as ever in 
their resolve to own their own ground. 

A . R . W I L S O N ^ 

Football Club 
The club has had a much better year than last in all respects. After the lapses of last year the 

club has returned to the solid reliability that one has come to expect over the years from Old 
Altrinchamians. 

The 1st X I have finished 3rd in the Manchester League Premier Division closely behind the 
winners and runners up and up to the last we were very much in the race. This represents a tremendous 
performance when we consider the standard of Soccer that this league produces. Many of the 
opponents we play against week in and week out are professionals. The 1st X I were for the second 
year running eliminated in the serai-final of the Cheshire Amateur Cup and in both league and cup 
competitions cruel injuries at a vital time made things very tough. 

The 2nd X I just managed to avoid the ignominy of having to apply for re-election to the League 
but they had a good cup run reaching the final of the Altrincham Amateur Cup before going down 
2-1 in the final at Moss Lane. 

The A and B teams have produced better results this season in the Altrincham Amateur League 
and the B team won the Supplementary Cup. This along with the Styal seven-a-side Trophy won by 
the club are our only trophies. 

The C and D teams have enjoyed their football in the East Cheshire League and the pubs and 
clubs of Macclesfield and District have benefited enormously. 

The problems facing the Football Club are numerous as can be seen from the Sports Qub article 
but you can be sure that the committee are doing their best to ensure football for all 6 teams next 
season. 

. . . , , A . R . W I L S O N 

Cricket Club 
Yet again another season is upon us. 

I n 1970 the weather again proved kind, fortunately for the cricket and for finances, where the 
change to lower subs/higher match levies is more dependant on fine weekends. Also, thanks to Peter 
Morton, use was made of North Cestrian's ground for most of the season, following serious damage 
to the Devisdale square by a herd of cows! The 1st X I seemed to benefit from this with a long 
unbeaten run, and finished with its best record for many seasons. Another good run in the Pennant 
knockout saw a defeat in the final only after dubious umpiring decisions. 
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A highly successful close season dance, ably organised by Ken Graham and Dennis Cope in 
particular, gave the Club a much needed financial boost. No doubt by the time this is read, a pre
season dance, to be held in mid April , 1971, may have further contributed to funds. I f my tone 
seems mercenary, it is only to emphasize that if Old Altrinchamians cricket is to continue, a sound 
financial base is essential in these inflationary times. Thus, to all those who 'forgot' to pay their subs 
last year, Graham Britt will be only too pleased to receive them from you. 

For the coming season, two points merit mention. Firstly, the Cheshire Cricket Club Conference 
has bestirred and two leagues have been formed with positions based on percentage success. Old 
Altrinchamians will participate to give a more competitive edge to its Saturday games, for which 
the social spirit will be none the worse, we hope. Secondly, there is some prospect for our home base 
to be at the B . E . A . Silver Wings ground, although conditions have yet to be agreed. As a precaution 
active pre-season work is in hand at the Devisdale; those members who have yet to contribute to the 
club other than by playing are asked to come down any Sunday morning to help out. 

C. A L L E N 

Fifty Years 
Two of the first pupils of Altrincham Grammar School, Newton Jackson and Alan Smith, meet 

in Victoria, Vancouver Island, B .C . , Canada, after an absence of over fifty years. 

' T flew out to British Columbia and stayed a few days with Alan Smith in Victoria B .C . Alan 
says he is just retiring after forty years on Radio C J V I , Victoria. He is known by everybody from 
the Dustman to the Mayor. 

He went to Saskatchewan in 1920 from Hale and went to work on a farm owned by a man named 
Jellicoe, a relation of Admiral Jellicoe of World War 1. On arrival, he told me that he was met by 
Jellicoe driving a gang of horses. He was asked, on being given the reins, did he know anything 
about horses; replying 'NO', was told 'Don't tell the horses'. After eight months on the farm he then 
got a job in a small bank in Saskatoon. 

Later on Radio came along, which gave him his wish to follow his gift for the piano. In 1930, 
he moved to Victoria, B .C . and became a household name on the Radio of Western Canada. 

Both Alan and his wife Dorothy made my stay very enjoyable. They also gave me valuable 
assistance in planning my tour of British Columbia and Alberta. 

Alan sends his best regards to all who knew him, and this concludes, with perfect weather, a 
holiday long to be remembered. 

T . N . J A C K S O N 

Jottings J . rn: , .^ 

Allen R . Astles is now lecturing at The Victoria University, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 

David Petche has left England and is living in Montreal, Canada. 

Congratulations to Derek Hayward and to his wife Elizabeth Anne on the birth of their daughter 
Margaret Elizabeth on the 22nd April , 1971. Derek has now returned to this country after spending 
three years in Sierra Leone, where he was lecturing at The University of Freetown. Elizabeth and 
Derek were married whilst he was on leave in 1969. His present post is that of Lecturer in Geog
raphy at Hendon College of Technology. 

We congratulate J . L . Houlden on his appointment as Principal of the Cuddesdon Theological 
College, Oxford, P. A . Bird on becoming Professor of Accountancy at Kent University and J . S. 
Morill on his Lectureship at Trinity College, Oxford. 
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Old Altrinchamian Lodge No. 7474 
The Charter is dated 25th July, 1956 and the Lodge was consecrated in December, 1956. Fifteen 

years have passed so quickly but an immense amount of comradeship and masonic work has been 
enjoyed since the day when well-loved father of the Lodge, Ted Mason, and the other eleven Old 
Boys .saw their dream come true. 

Our members are delighted that Ted has come through his recent illness and hope that he, and 
George Wood, will soon be back amongst us at our regular meetings. 

We have had a very pleasant and smooth running year under the mastership of Bi l l Morrill, who 
will be remembered as the School goalkeeper in the late 1920's and is presently headmaster of a 
local school. In October, 1971 he will instal his successor, Gordon Dye, another soccer player of 
some renown. 

Our Ladies' Evening this year was held at the Excelsior Hotel, Manchester Airport, and was a 
roaring success. We were particularly pleased to have Mr. Bickers, the new Headmaster, and his wife 
as guests. 

The annual motor car rally under the direction of Harry Cragg and Co. covered the beautiful 
lanes of Cheshire one evening in the Summer and finished up with the usual supper party where 
friendship, company of the ladies and good humour completed a happy event. 

The Christmas party for the children, into which our ladies put so much effort, was one of the best 
yet and was highlighted by the presence of some less fortunate children from the Church of 
England St. Christophers Home. 

The Lodge continues its association with the Federation of School Lodges and the many members 
who attend the annual meeting, usually accompanied by their wives, report on the happy and inter
esting discussions which they are enabled to hold with Old Boys of other schools from all over 
the country. I t is hoped that before very long the Old Altrinchamian Lodge will be asked to host 
this nationwide annual meeting and we would have enormous pride, in our masonic youth, to 
receive this honour. 

Finally, tribute should be paid to all our officials and particularly to our Charity Representatives, 
Frank Wemyss Smith and Norman Dickinson, whose application to their work keeps us ever mind
ful of the needs of others. 

C . R . L . 

Changes of Address 
Dr. George O. Airey 10 Clifton Drive, Wilmslow. 

Allen R. Astles 'Franken', 152 Moss Lane, Timperley. Q T 

John Barratt KeeU Pharick, Fistard Road, Port St. Mary, Isle of Man. 

R. H. Furniss 46 Arlington Avenue, Goring-by-Sea, Worthing, Sussex. 

Derek Hayward 27 Cunningham Avenue, St. Albans, Herts. 

David Petche 290 Elgar Park, Apt. 202, Nuns Island, Montreal 201, PQ2, Canada. 

Harold Sutcliffe 22 Dunbar Crescent, Highcliffe, Christchurch, Hants., BH23 5 R Y . 

John F . Wood "Cotswold', 69 Ridgeway, Weston Favell, Northampton, NN3 3AP. 
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Obituaries 
F. G. M E E 

The death occurred on March 2nd, 1971 of F . G . Mee, M.C., Croix de Guerre with Palm, at the 
age of 81. Freddie Mee became a member of the staff of Altrincham C.H.S. in 1913 and in 1915 
joined the army where he rose to the rank of Captain, went through the Somme Offensive and was 
twice mentioned in despatches, before being seriously wounded and sent home, to become a Cadet 
Instructor. 

He came back to Altrincham in 1919 and for ten years, was a great figure in the School. He 
arranged, with notable success, the annual Athletic Sports, but his enthusiasm and powers of organ
isation were shown to best advantage in the development of the Summer Camp, first at Criccieth 
and later at Swanage, into a great school institution. In 1926,180 boys and 10 masters attended camp. 
1 quo'te from Mr. Dore's History of the School, " T o Captain Mee, Camp was more than an incident 
in the School Year, its influence extended far beyond the few short weeks of August, becoming 
a nursery of character and a training ground of responsibility and authority." 

It is with the deepest regret that we announce the death of Arthur Calderbank. For almost all the 
time that the Association has been in existence Arthur has been one of our most loyal and faithful 
members, and at one time or another he has had a hand in most of the Association's activities. Older 
members will remember him in the 1920's as Stage Manager of the Dramatic Society. In those days 
he was a very familiar figure, with pipe in one hand and hammer in the other, and legend has it 
that he made little use of either! Since the war he has been a member of the Association Com
mittee, Editor of the Magazine, and a Founder Member of the Masonic Lodge. 

J . R . T . 

A R T H U R C A L D E R B A N K 

1 :!T-

At 
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