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C O L O U R S 
The Secretary has stocks of the following Association Colours: 

Association Tie (Striped) £1-00 
Sports Club Tie (Blue with silver wheatsheaf) £1-00 
Wire Blazer Badge £200 

Annual Reunion Dinner 
Back once again to the Bowdon Hotel for this year's Annual Dinner which took place on Fr i 

day, 4th February. Good weather, good food, good wine, good fellowship — and a very good time 
was had by all. 

The Association's President, Mr. J . R. Thompson, opened the proceedings with a welcome to all 
and introduced the speakers with his perfect touch of 'Latin ' temperament. 

Mr. E . R . Crossfield proposed the Toast to the School, with a very entertaming speech, which 
we are sure, even his friends in "Critiics' Corner" enjoyed, and in which not even one of 
the 'plumbers' or doctors present could pick holes (even large enough to take an aspirin). 

We welcomed to his second Annual Dinner, Mr. N . S. R . Bickers, the Headmaster, who responded 
to the Toast to the School. The Headmaster was trained as an historian, and, it seems. Historians 
tend to report what happened, what they think happened, what they think should have happened, or 
what they wanted us to think had happened. However, we were all very pleased to hear what did 
happen, in twelve months of fine achievement at School, which we feel sure will be followed by many 
more under his leadership. 

The Toast to the Association was proposed by Mr. C. B . Frith, who entertained us with a fine 
speech after his arduous journey across the mighty Pennines from Yorkshire. However, it appears 
that one has to journey much farther afield than Yorkshire to avoid the influence of Old Alts; even 
when visiting darkest Africa it is impossible to escape. He spoke of the good fellowship through 
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cricket and football, and the true friendships formed through the Old Boys, all with a common link 
in Altrincham Grammar School. Clive paid tribute to Peter Morton, and to the late Jack Marsden, 
and their devotion to the Association, asking us all to join with him in a toast to Peter, and to the 
niemor\f Jack, coupled with the Association. 

In response to the Toast to the Association, Mr. W. W. Tootill turned down 'Memory Lane' 
bringing back glimpses of the past. "Memory and Old Age play many tricks" said Mr. Tootill. 
He could not have been speaking of himself—his memory was remarkable, and as for old age-
never. 

We were all very pleased to welcome to the Dinner, the School Captain - David R . Meacock, 
and the Deputy School Captain - Clive P. Young, and hope that this will be the first of many future 
attendances. 

A l l good things must come to an end, and the Reunion Dinner was no exception. However, next 
year brings one more to look forward to and enjoy. Let's hope to see you all there. 

Sports Club 
The facilities offered by B . E . A . have not proved to be as rosy as we first envisaged. Although 

the "top brass" at B . E . A . with whom we negotiated would like to offer us full associate member
ship, the members at their Annual General Meeting decided to extend their "welcome" to us only 
until certain hours after the game is complete. The B . E . A . management, in the name of their per
sonnel officer, will at the A . G . M . be trying to change this, but there is a lot of feeling against us 
by the "action committee" in that we are occupying their club. 

Money raising is now being carried out within the individual sections and each is responsible 
for paying its way. In this way it is hoped to freeze the assets of the Sports Club at about £700, and 
if possible, add to this amount. 

Further searches for grounds by a Sub-Committee appointed by the Sports Club and Association 
and headed by Peter Morton, have once again proved fruitless. 

Some Old Altrinchamians Association members have expressed the view that there is a rift bet
ween Association members and Sports Club members and in the hope of improving relations I have 
asked Peter Morton to give me a list of Association members whom he feels we might contact 
regarding support for our various activities. Peter has done this, and my Committee will be 
circulating these people with a programme of planned events. Anyone who would like to 
hear about such activities might like to drop me a post card. 

A . R. W I L S O N , Hon. Secretary. 

Football Club 
The season has, in many respects been a little disappointing. We have promised much but apart 

from the 2nd X I Championship, achieved little in terms of results and as a consequence of playing 
on four different grounds, to accommodate all si.K sides, the club seems to have lost a little of its 
identity. 

The 1st and 2nd X I ' s are accommodated at B . E . A . where changing facilities are excellent but 
the pitch is very heavy and in bad weather unplayable. The 1st X I were in a useful position in the 
League until recently, when a disastrous run of six defeats will mean that they will finish about 
sixth. 

The 2nd X I under the capable managership of Roy Pitts have had excellent league results and 
are to be congratulated, but even they disappointed us by an early exit from the Altrincham 
Amateur Cup and a disappointing exit in the Semi Final of the League Cup. 

The " A " team, with an average age of over thirty, will finish about fourth or fifth—a similar 
position will be occupied by the " B " . 
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The "C" have shown much improved results this season, at one stage going nine games without 
defect. 

The " D " team have won only one game, beating the " C " team 3-2. 

One of the most disappointing features of the Soccer Section is the absence of many players once 
they give up playing. These people could be invaluable to the Club in running teams throughout the 
Club. At the moment we have only three past playing members who are willing to accept 
any responsibility and it is in this direction that the Soccer Club mu.st look if it is to continue to 
flourish. 

Any past members wishing to take a hand in any way should contact the Secretary. 
A . R. W I L S O N 

Cricket Section 
Last season's Saturday games were played at B . E . A . Silver Wings ground, as home games will be 

in the coming summer. 

No honours were gained in 1^71 Cheshire Conference competitions, notwithstanding the contribu
tions from schoolboys, particularly Messrs. Norri,. Jackson and 1-L)neybill. We hope to see more 
of them and others this year. The 1st X I finished ju.st below halfway in Div. 1 and the 2nd X I a 
creJitable 3rd in Div. 11 aftar a mixed start. We suffered an uncharacteristic early exit from 
the Pennant Knockout. Sundav cricket experienced equall> mixed fortune. 

The 1st and 2nd X l ' s have been re-entered in the Conference Competition for 1972, also in the 
Pennant (first round at Mobberley) and in the new 2nd .XI Knix:kout (first round v. Woodford). The 
popular North Wales tour in September has been retained and a da\h against the school has 
been reinstated for Sunday, 16th July, 1972. 

In the intervening close season a general purpose committee ha-̂  been meeting regularly and an 
enthusiastic Ladies' Committee has emerged. Some novel acti\ities can be expected, e.g. a Ladies" 
match in July is planned: also at the time of writing a trea^ure hunt and pre-season dance are being 
arranged for April . 

In conclusion, mention should also be made of the institution of a trophy in memory of the late 
J . C. Marsden, whose efforts were a major factor in the formation of the Section almost twenty 
years ago. This will be awarded annuall\o the "Member of the Year". 

C. A L L E N 

As all ex-pupils of A.G.S. will know. 
Sierra Leone is a small country (just 
larger than Eire) in West Africa! 
Nevertheless, in asking me to write in 
about 1,000 words of my impressions 
of that land following a three-year stay 
there, the editor has .set me no easy 
task. Life in Africa, human, animal and 
insect, the climate and the scenery are 
all so different, as is one's own mode 
of living as a member of a privileged 
minority in a land of mass illiteracy, 
poverty and ill-health. 

My own world was centred on the 
university, perched in the mountains 
1,(X)0 feet behind Freetown and com
manding wonderful views of the cap
ital, its wide river and the swamps and 

YOURS TRULY ON A COCOA FARM 
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plains beyond extending into Guinea. Here I worked with, and taught, Africans, although, as in the 
European business and diplomatic communities "down town", social activities tended to be within 
racia groupings. Life revolves for most expatriates around the club, the drinks—or dinner-party. 
Servants, for monthly .salaries of only £10 to £15, are readily available, and generally competent 
and honest, for all housework and as nannies. Many European wives, therefore. especialK if the\
are also keen on good cinema, theatre, television and shops, which hardly exist in Sierra Leone, lind 
conditions rather boring. The professional man, however, apart from the inevitable frustrations due 
to inefficiency and lethargy at all levels, usually finds himself with positions and tasks of responsibil
ity such as one is unlikely to attain in Britain except at most senior levels, and so, for him. life is 
often rewarding and exciting. 

The climate is no drawback. One ri.ses with the bulbul bird and the sun shortly after 6 a.m., with 
temperatures a beautifully cool 70°F, to a light breakfast with pawpaw perhaps, prepared 
and served by one's steward; then otf by car, perhaps chauffeur-driven, to the air-conditioned ollice 
for 8 o'clock. Work finishes at 1 or 2 p.m., so home for lunch, perhaps a siesta until the hottest time 
of the day has pas.sed; then down to the white beach and the warm sea, the sailing or tennis club; 
back home by sunset near 6 p.m., to the crescendo of crickets, to prepare for dinner, probably else
where than in one's own hou.se, perhaps under the palms, by candle-light, at the edge of Man o' 
War Bay, in the warm, moist, night air. Under the tropic moon it is even more romantic! It is not 
sLirprising that, after so many years of bachelordom in Britain, I met my wife-to-be in Freetown! 

Of course the conditions described are typical for some and for the dry season (November to 
March) when little or no rain falls. Most parts of Sierra Leone, however, receive over 100 inches 
of rain in the retnaining months! But even then two hours of sunshine per da_\n usuallv 
be guaranteed; these hours used for airing bedding and clothes, leatherwork and cameras, which 
otherwise would be soon covered with mould. Certainly the climate is enervating; at times one can 
just sit and still sweat, but one adjusts rapidly and learns to enjoy the skiwer pace of life and to 
appreciate that, for many, time has little meaning. 

One soon learns to adjust; to the sights, sounds and smells of town and village; to the conge.sted 
juxtaposition of wooden or rusty corrugated-iron hovel with modern office block; to the poorly-
surfaced or earth roads, the latter all dust in the dry, all mud in the wet; to the lack of footpaths 
but the presence of deep gullies along the streets in towns; to the absence of shop windows, street-
lighting, neon signs; to the colourful dress or lack of dress of the natives; to the presence of hun
dreds of dogs in Freetown, whose barking at night used to rise to the university above the shrill of 
crickets, the croak of frogs; to the need to barter or "palaver", perhaps in the lingua franca. K r i ( \ 
for purchases made outside the main shops, from the numerous street traders or market "mammies": 

"Kushay ma". (Good morning. Mrs.") 
"Una kushay". 
"How mush de fish?" 
"Two ten cents". 
" E fresh?" 
"For true, e de fresh-oh". 
"Ee-h! E no fresh!" 
" A h no de lie. Ah de catch um mesef". 
" A h go gie una 5 cents for iwo". 
"Ee-h! Gie me 7 cents". 
"Fine-oh. Seven cents". 
"Tak um". 

One has to adjust to and accept spiders, cockroaches, lizards in as well as out of the house, red 
ants, black ants, "stink" ants half an inch long, moths and termites dancing round the light, and, 
of course, the mo.squitoes, still dangerous if one forgets to take regular doses of anti-malarial drugs. 
It is easy to adapt; they are all so fascinating. To see thousands of butterflies migrating, to see the 
sk\y darkened by bats rising from the^'bush", to see the graceful spiralling of vultures, the 
effortless glide of the Black Cobra or African Beauty Snake . . . . But Sierra Leone unfortunately 
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Old Altrincham Lodge No. 7474 
Our sixteenth year has passed smoothly under the mastership of Gordon Dye, ably supported by 

Arthur Brooks, Derek Harris and the other ollicials of the Lodge. 

We were delighted to welcome Theo Cox, one of the oldest old boys, into our ranks and we are 
sure that, despite his onerous duties as Chairman of the Bowdon Council, he will be able to devote 
some of his time to our activities. Another new member, Bernard Wright of Knutsford, will be par
ticularly remembered, not only for his formidable stature and friendliness, but for his prowess as one 
of the most fearsome fast bowlers in Cheshire cricket circles. 

The year was con.siderably marred by deaths of two of our extremely popular members, Cyril 
Ashworth, who was in office in the Lodge and .lack Marsden, who was a Past Master of the Lodge. 

We held our Ladies Evening at the Excelsior Hotel and we were again delighted to have Mr. and 
Mrs. Bickers with us. 

Other pleasurable activities were the annual Motor Car Rally and the Children's Christmas Party, 
both of which involve a lot of work but bring enjoyment to the participants. 

Interested members will again be joining the annual meeting of the Federation of School Lodges 
to be held in Southampton this year. 

The thanks of all members go to our Secretary, Frank Westwood, and our Treasurer, Alan Roberts 
for their good work on our behalf. 

C . R . L . 
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