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OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS 

Newsletter 2020 - 2021
Dear Old Altrinchamian, 

Welcome	to	the	annual	Old	Alt’s	newsle3er.	 I	hope	you,	your	family	and	friends	and	
everyone	 in	 the	AGSB	Community	 have	 remained	 safe	 and	well	 during	 this	 difficult	
Cme.		

“It	 always	 seems	 impossible	 unCl	 it’s	 done”.	 This	 quote	 from	 Nelson	 Mandela	 has	
resonated	with	me	throughout	the	academic	year	2020-21.	Although	this	has	proved	
to	be	a	challenging	year,	we	can	be	extremely	proud	of	what	has	been	achieved.	The	
Christmas	Term	was	dominated	by	track	and	trace	and	pupils	having	to	self-isolate	–	
some	for	up	to	30	days	in	total.	From	January	3rd	2021,	boys	were	studying	online	as	
the	naConal	 lockdown	conCnued	but	by	mid-March	we	had	returned	to	classrooms,	
the	sports	pitches	were	full	of	happy	faces,	music	was	being	played	and	much	more	
was	going	on	across	the	School.	Throughout	the	year,	we	have	seen	the	whole	School	
community	stay	strong,	support	each	other,	and	adapt	to	an	ever-changing	landscape.		

Although	 exams	 did	 not	 take	 place	 this	 summer,	 we	 were	 able	 to	 celebrate	 some	
outstanding	achievements	by	Year	13	in	their	A	levels	qualificaCons	this	summer.	AWer	
two	 years’	 hard	 work,	 the	majority	 of	 our	 students	 were	 awarded	 grades	 that	 will	
enable	them	to	study	at	their	first-choice	university.	 	Many	students	gained	places	to	
study	at	presCgious	universiCes	across	the	breadth	of	the	UK	and	abroad.		13	students	
secured	 places	 at	Oxford	 or	 Cambridge	UniversiCes	 and	 32	 secured	 places	 to	 study	
Medicine,	DenCstry	or	Veterinary	Science.	

The	extra-curricular	programme	has	been	heavily	affected	by	the	pandemic,	however,	
the	 AGSB	 House	 System	 has	 had	 an	 excellent	 second	 year.	Many	 thanks	 go	 to	 our	
corporate	 House	 sponsors:	 Leavi3	Walmsley	 Associates,	 Sodexo,	 ABC	Warranty	 and	
Myerson’s	for	their	support	throughout	the	year.	AWer	Ta3on	House	dominaCng	 last	
year,	 it	was	pleasing	 to	 see	Massey	House	 taking	both	 the	major	House	 trophies	 in	
July.		

In	January	2021	the	keys	to	the	
new	AGSB	teaching	complex	were	
handed	over	(see	a3ached	
image).	It	is	a	stunning	new	
resource	for	the	school.	The	
building	gives	us	7	English	
classrooms,	2	Geology	classrooms,	
a	library,	a	careers	hub	and	a	staff	
area.		

(con%nued	over)



The	 School	 conCnues	 to	 place	 real	 onus	 on	 improving	 Alumni	 relaCons	 and	 it	 was	 pleasing	 that	 we	
welcomed	 a	 number	 of	 Old	 Altrinchamians	 back	 to	 School	 last	 year	 to	 talk	 to	 and	 inspire	 our	 current	
students.	If	you	have	any	ideas	or	anything	you	would	like	to	see	happen	for	Old	Altrinchamians,	please	
get	in	touch	with	Gill	Williamson	–	Alumni	RelaCons	Manager	via	email:	gwilliamson@agsb.co.uk.		

Finally,	following	on	from	a	hugely	successful	Feasibility	Study	this	term,	I	am	delighted	to	confirm	that	we	
are	about	to	start	the	iniCal	stages	of	an	exciCng	£1	million	fundraising	campaign	that	will	see	some	
fantasCc	addiCons	and	improvements	to	our	outdoor	sports	faciliCes.		I	look	forward	to	inviCng	Old	Alt’s	
over	the	next	academic	year	to	one	of	a	series	of	campaign	recepCons	we	will	be	holding	to	hear	more	
about	our	campaign,	‘Making	a	Difference	-	Sport	for	All’	and	our	ambiCous	plans.

Greame Wright 
Head Master



Message from the Chair of the Association

Dear	fellow	Old	Altrinchamian,		

Welcome	to	the	2021	Old	Alts	Newsle3er,	I	hope	it	finds	you,	your	friends	and	family	all	safe	and	well.	

The	Newsle3ers	are	of	course	a	way	of	looking	back	over	the	past	12	months	which	is	not	something	that	
would	immediately	fill	many	people	with	much	posiCvity.	And	yet,	in	spite	of	the	challenges	(and	in	some	
cases	because	of	them),	there’s	sCll	so	much	to	be	proud	and	grateful	for	as	an	Old	Altrinchamian.	

As	you’ll	read	in	the	Headmaster’s	report,	the	school	has	done	incredibly	well	to	navigate	the	ongoing	
choppy	waters,	with	outstanding	A	level	and	GCSE	results	and	a	fabulous	new	teaching	complex	testament	
to	the	efforts	of	all	and	just	some	of	the	reasons	to	feel	hugely	opCmisCc	about	the	future.				
A	personal	highlight	for	me	was	being	invited	to	address	the	Year	13	(Upper	6th)	Leaver’s	Breakfast,	which	
was	hosted	in	the	school	canteen,	(what	used	to	be	the	old	6th	form	common	room….and	before	that,	the	
old	gym!).	Apart	from	congratulaCng	the	boys	on	showing	amazing	resilience	over	the	last	2	years,	my	
message	to	them	was	to	take	a	good	look	around	them;	for	many	of	the	faces	they	see	will	be	their	
lifelong	friends.	It’s	one	of	the	great	things	about	being	an	Old	Alt.	Wherever	you	ended	up	geographically	
and	whether	you	became	a	Doctor,	a	Lawyer,	a	Teacher,	a	Designer	or	a	Film	maker,	we	are	all	connected	
by	the	bonds	formed	during	our	Cme	at	AGSB.	

Whilst	we	weren’t	able	to	host	the	Annual	Dinner	this	year,	we	did	manage	to	hold	the	Golf	Day	at	
Chorlton	GC.	It	was	fantasCc	to	spend	the	day	with	a	combinaCon	of	Teachers,	Pupils,	Parents	and	Old	Alts	
on	what	has	become	a	really	popular	event	in	our	calendar.		

It	may	be	some	Cme	before	we	are	able	to	meet	up	at	the	school	again,	so	it	was	great	to	see	the	pics	of	
the	new	teaching	complex	that	was	opened	earlier	this	year	–	complete	with	a	resplendent	school	crest,	
kindly	donated	by	the	Old	Altrinchamians.	The	new	‘quad’	looks	amazing	and	I’m	sure	it	will	inspire	both	
boys	and	teachers	to	even	greater	heights!	

Having	said	that,	we	are	hopeful	that	we	will	have	the	Annual	Dinner	in	the	Spring.	So	please	cross	your	
fingers	and	save	the	date:	Friday	4th	March	2022.	All	details	to	be	shared	in	due	course	but	assume	it’s	an	
evening	event.				

I’d	like	to	end	with	a	thank	you	to	Antony	Perre3	for	once	again	pulling	this	newsle3er	together.	Not	an	
easy	task!	And	thanks	to	Colin	Bamford,	every	newsle3er	back	to	1945	is	available	at	
www.oldalts.com.....well	worth	a	rummage.			

Finally,	my	thanks	to	all	those	on	the	Old	Alts	commi3ee	who	give	
up	their	Cme	to	support	the	AssociaCon.	They	are	all	amazing	
people,	keeping	us	connected	and	up	to	date	with	the	school	and	
each	other.	Just	what	the	Old	Altrinchamians	is	all	about.	

Christian

http://www.oldalts.com
http://www.oldalts.com


Message from the Editor

Dear	all	

Welcome	to	the	2021	newsle3er,	and	I’m	afraid	that	it’s	another	‘you-know-what’	affected	issue	since	some	
(but	not	all)	of	our	social	gatherings	have	been	cancelled	again,	so	there	is	no	annual	dinner	to	report.	
Hopefully	vaccines/normalisaCon/complacency	(delete	as	applic.)	will	have	us	back	together	next	year.	

The	disrupCon	in	normal	service	over	the	last	couple	of	issues	has	given	me	the	opportunity	to	re-evaluate	
the	newsle3er	funcCon,	and	this	issue	will	see	a	slight	change	of	focus,	which	I’m	hoping	will	work	well	and	
be3er	posiCon	the	newsle3er	for	the	future.	

The	newsle3er	goes	back	decades	and	obviously	started	as	a	way	to	communicate	items	of	interest	to	former	
pupils.	Over	the	years	there	has	been	the	odd	format	change	here	and	there,	but	it	has	broadly	conCnued	in	
this	manner	ever	since.	That’s	what	I	picked	up	when	I	started	this	role	roughly	10	years	ago.	

However	our	members	increasingly	rely	on	our	other	sources,	predominantly	the	website	and	on-line	
channels	-	Facebook,	et	al	-	meaning	that	the	newsle3er	is	increasingly	becoming	“Yesterday’s	News”,	and	
therefore	ripe	for	re-engineering.	So	from	this	issue	onwards	I’m	including	some	pieces	where	currency	is	less	
significant	-	proper	editorial	content	you	might	say	-	and	let	our	on-line	outlets	report	news	items	of	
immediate	interest.	Fear	not	though	because	I’ll	sCll	conCnue	with	much	of	the	usual	content:	dinner	reports	
(when	we	have	one!),	sports	reports	and	the	obituaries	secCon,	plus	of	course	the	usual	introductory	
secCons.	

I	am	delighted	to	have	two	noteworthy	contributors	this	issue	-	and	my	heart-felt	thanks	go	to	staff	member	
Tim	Lowe	and	pupil	Edward	Lythgoe	for	their	excellent	and	thought-provoking	arCcles.	Both	put	in	a	lot	of	
Cme	to	produce	their	contribuCons	and	I’m	hoping	you	enjoy	both	their	words,	and	the	slight	change	of	
emphasis	that	this	heralds	too.	

So	I	will	end	by	making	a	modified	version	of	my	usual	sign-off	plea.	I	am	especially	interested	to	secure	
contributors	for	the	2021/22	newsle3er	-	What	I’d	really	like	to	do	is	something	about	notable	school	bands	-	gig	
reports,	photos,	that	kind	of	thing.	Personally	I	remember	my	first	ever	gig	in	(about)	1980	held	in	the	6th	form	
common	room	-	“The	Surgical	Supports”	-	they	never	made	the	big	Cme,	but	the	experience	changed	my	outlook	
forever	!.	If	you	have	any	band	stories	-	please	let	me	have	them.		

So	feel	free	to	chip	in	with	anything	you	think	might	interest	other	Old	Alts.	You	are	an	arCculate	bunch	with	
interesCng	lives	and	interesCng	things	to	say	-	how	about	sharing	?	Please	contact	me	directly	
(antonyperre3@gmail.com).	

Current	and	(many)	past	newsle3ers	can	be	downloaded	from	the	website	
at	any	Cme.	

There			.….			not	a	single	menCon	of	motorbikes		………		(damn	!	That’s	torn	
it	!)	

Antony



 

	  

Annual Dinner 2021
We really hoped to have a dinner this year - dates were pencilled-in but had to be abandoned.


We tried really hard to find a way, but in the end decided that it was all just too uncertain to 
commit to a dinner.


Fingers crossed for 4th March 2022, and hopefully a bit of built-up demand that will help us 
have a get-together to remember.



 

I asked “absolute legend” Tim Lowe to contribute a piece about how teaching has changed during his long and varied career …… ED

Now	I’m	not	a	French	teacher	but	even	my	dusty,	cobweb-
covered	O	level	qualificaCon	can	cope	with	translaCng	the	above.		
I’ve	a3ended	old	boys	dinners	in	various	capaciCes	over	the	
years	and	have	listened	to	Headmasters’	state-of-the	naCon	
reports	to	the	assembled	alumni,	detailing	the	school’s	past	
year’s	achievements	academically,	on	the	sports	field	and	
culturally.		I’ve	even	given	a	couple	of	such	addresses	when	I	was	
head	of	the	Bury	College	A	level	centre	at	Stand	(formerly	Stand	
Grammar	School	–	some	of	you	may	have	played	football	against	
them	when	you	were	bright	young	things).		The	approach	which	
Headmasters	take	on	such	occasions	is	to	show	the	progress	
which	the	school	is	making	while	at	the	same	Cme	stressing	the	
conCnuity	with	previous	generaCons:	things	move	on	but	the	
best	is	preserved	and	persists.	

The	pre-SocraCc	thinker	Heraclitus	coined	what	has	become	a	famous	metaphor	to	express	the	
understanding	that	our	existence	is	subject	to	the	relentless	dynamic	of	change,	noCng	that	one	‘cannot	
step	into	the	same	river	twice.’		Plato	later	concluded	that	it	is	‘ma3er’,	the	raw	material	out	of	which	things	
are	made,	in	its	fundamental	nature	which	is	the	source	of	change	in	this	world.		Permanence	and	
conCnuity	was	to	be	found	in	the	transcendent,	eternal	‘forms’.		Plato’s	pupil	Aristotle,	rejected	his	
teacher’s	thesis	of	a	‘transcendent	realm	of	forms’,	instead	siCng	‘forms’	enCrely	within	each	individual	
thing	or	being.			

According	to	Aristotle,	all	things	contain	within	them	countless	forms	which	exist	in	a	state	of	abeyance.		
These	forms	determine	what	a	thing	can		become.		An	acorn	can	become	an	oak	tree	because	it	possesses	
within	itself	the	form	of	‘oak	tree’	(rather	than	beech	tree,	sycamore	tree	or…).		Employing	the	language	of	
Aristotle,	an	acorn	is	actually	an	acorn	and	poten%ally	an	oak	tree.		If	it	does	become	an	oak	tree	then	it	will	
actually	be	an	oak	tree.		Whether	the	the	acorn	does	grow	into	the	oak	tree	depends	upon	exposure	to	the	
right	environmental	factors	and	appropriate	catalysts:	ferCle	soil,	water,	sunlight	etc.		If	the	acorn	is	
deprived	of	such	posiCve	condiCons,	it	will	not	have	the	opportunity	to	fulfil	its	potenCal.		So,	according	to	
Aristotle,	change	occurs	because	things	transiCon	from	one	actuality	to	another	and	because	they	have	the	
potenCal	to	do	so.	

I	was	appointed	to	my	first	teaching	post,	in	a	comparaCvely	deprived	11-16	mixed	comprehensive	school	in	
Crewe,	in	1978.		Many	of	the	pupils	came	from	the	kinds	of	backgrounds	where	educaCon	wasn’t	valued,	
where	there	were	few	books	and	quiet	rooms	in	which	to	study.		Their	horizons	didn’t	stretch	beyond	
working	on	the	shop	floor	for	Rolls	Royce	or	on	the	railways	at	Crewe	Works.		University	and	the	professions	
were	fundamentally	alien	to	them.		There	was	li3le	chance	of	such	boys	and	girls	growing	into	‘oak	trees’,	
despite	the	dedicaCon	and	professionalism	of	their	teachers.		It	is	our	vocaCon	to	enable	new	actualiCes	to	
emerge	from	within	those	pupils	whom	we	teach;	to	help	all	of	them	to	realise	their	potenCal.		This	has	
been	the	constant	among	my	colleagues	throughout	my	teaching	career.	

What	has	changed?		Certainly	at	AGSB	there	has	been	a	demographic	evoluCon.			The	number	of	pupils	has	
increased.		We	have	moved	from	a	five	form	entry	to	six	and	now	seven.		The	sixth	form	has	increased	
correspondingly.		The	cultural	mix	among	the	boys	is	considerably	more	diverse	than	it	was	twenty	years	
ago.		Among	the	staff	the	gender	balance	has	altered	radically,	even	in	the	Sciences	and	Maths.		The	
number	of	admin	and	support	staff	has	exploded. 

Plus	ça	Change,	Plus	c'est	la	Même	Chose



There	are	other	obvious	things	but	I	suspect	that	many	of	them	are	superficial	and	technological.		Who	
remembers	worksheets	churned	out	on	Banda	machines?		The	smell	of	the	spirit	was	intoxicaCng.		
Colleagues	now	word	process	their	own	worksheets;	our	prinCng	costs	have	soared.		Gone	are	blackboards	
and	not,	as	some	anC-wokers	might	claim,	for	reasons	of	poliCcal	correctness.		It’s	probably	got	something	
to	do	with	chalk	dust.		In	came	whiteboards,	and	the	heady	allure	of	the	ink	from	the	pens.		And	then	came	
interacCve	whiteboards	with	magic	inkless	pens.		They’ve	not	really	caught	on.		The	electronic	boards	were	
a	major	step	forward,	not	so	much	as	a	result	of	their	interacCvity	but	because	they	only	work	when	
a3ached	to	a	desktop	or	laptop.		I’ll	come	back	to	that.	

I’m	sure	many	of	you	will	remember	when	The	TV	first	arrived	in	school.		In	my	first	appointments,	there	
was	only	one	of	them	in	the	building.		It	had	to	be	booked	in	advance	and		wheeled	in	on	a	trolley	by	a	
technician.		I	seem	to	remember	it	came	with	a	primiCve	VHS	tape	player,	which	seemed	state-of-the-art	at	
the	Cme,	although	it	regularly	chewed	up	tapes.		When	I	first	started	at	AGSB	in	1998,	my	department	was	
sited	in	a	prefab	at	the	front	of	the	school	near	the	science	labs.		We	had	two	classrooms	with	a	stockroom	
sandwiched	between	them.		By	that	stage	in	the	history	of	twenCeth	century	educaCon,	we	had	our	own	
departmental	tv.		It	was	stored	in	the	stockroom	but	was	sCll	wheeled	in	and	out	of	either	classroom	on	a	
trolley.		The	disturbing	thing	was	that	in	winter,	the	unheated	stockroom	in	the	centre,	with	fan-heated	
classrooms	at	either	end	of	the	prefab,	was	suscepCble	to	severe	condensaCon.		This	ruined	the	stock	and	
meant	when	the	tv	was	brought	out	for	use	in	lessons,	it	was	regularly	dripping	wet.		It	then	had	to	be	
plugged	in!	

As	many	of	you	will	be	aware,	we	have	just	seen	the	compleCon	of	the	new	two	storey	teaching	block	
which	joins	on	to	the	end	of	the	Coleman	Hall,	effecCvely	turning	the	space	overlooked	by	the	
Headmaster’s	room	into	a	quadrangle.		The	classrooms	in	the	new	block	all	have	motor	operated	blinds.		
InteracCve	whiteboards	are	now	passé	so	each	room	is	fi3ed	with	a	large	tv	screen.		As	you	will	have	
doubtless	already	worked	out,	each	one	is	a3ached	to	its	own	networked	computer.		This	means	that	we	
can	prepare	lesson	materials	in	advance	and	access	them	remotely.		We	regularly	access	teaching	materials	
from	the	internet,	we	regularly	make	use	of	YouTube,	PowerPoint	presentaCons	are	ubiquitous	–	a	far	cry	
from	when	I	used	to	come	into	school	early	to	write	notes	on	a	blackboard	in	Cme	for	a	lesson	later	in	the	
day.		Even	USB	sCcks	are	now	rarely	seen	in	school.		The	river	is	flowing	faster	and	faster.	

The	Headmaster	announced	in	staff	briefing	just	this	week,	that	we	are	going	to	begin	exploring	fundraising	
opCons	to	enable	the	installaCon	of	a	3G	arCficial	pitch.		In	1998	there	was	no	Grammar	and	no	all-weather	
pitch.		One	could	find	be3er	tennis	courts	in	local	parks	than	ours	were	then.		The	gym	was	barely	worthy	
of	the	name.		The	field,	especially	nearest	the	school	at	the	end	of	the	1st	XV	pitch,	was	a	quagmire	through	
from	November	to	February.		Throughout	the	winter,	cross	country	was	a	subsCtute	for	football	and	rugby	
in	games	lessons.	My	second	subject	is/was	PE	and	I	was	Cmetabled	to	help	out	with	such	lessons,	as	well	
as	volunteering	to	run	football	teams.		I	knew	about	sporCng	faciliCes;		I	was	horrified	by	such	paucity.		
Some	might	conclude	that	Trafford’s	poor	funding	of	our	school	was	retribuCon	for	our	resistance	to	
merging	with	the	Girls’	Grammar	School.		You	might	think	that.		I	couldn’t	possibly	comment.	

Quiz: SPOT THE DIFFERENCE !! 
Using computer wizardry, one of these two identical photos of Tim has been 
modified to introduce 10 deliberate differences. See if you can spot them all. 
Please send your entries to: 

“That’s what 30 years of teaching does to a man”, Department of Education, 
Whitehall.



 

Thank	goodness	for	the	vision	and	determinaCon	of	Headmasters	and	Governors	over	recent	decades,	
who	have	pushed	through	the	development	of	our	faciliCes	and	grounds.		Sports/PE		has	clearly	
benefi3ed	out	of	all	proporCon	but	so	have	other	departments.		As	well	as	the	recently	opened	new	
build,	over	the	last	twenty	years	I	have	witnessed	the	opening	of,	in	no	parCcular	order,	the	Stamford	Hall,	
Sixth	Form	common	room,	new	Art	rooms,	Food	Technology	room,	new	science	labs,	Maths	block	and	
Physics	block.	

At	AGSB	the	curriculum	has	developed.		All	boys	at	ks3	now	take	Food	Technology	as	part	of	the	
Technology	carousel	and	the	subject	is	one	of	the	GCSE	opCons.		Likewise	Chinese	is	taught	as	a	GCSE	
opCon	subject.		Many	boys	in	yr10,	the	keener	sportsmen	I	guess,	take	GCSE	PE.		Some	go	on	to	take	it	at	
A	level.		And	we	now	teach	A	level	Philosophy.			

I	have	seen	educaConal	fashions	and	iniCaCves	come	and	go,	someCmes	driven	by	educaConalists,	more	
oWen,	probably,	by	poliCcians.		In	my	early	days,	classes	in	the	secondary	sector	were	numbered	1	to	5	
and	then	the	6th	form	followed	on	aWer	that.		Now	we	start	at	year	7	and	progress	on	to	years	12	&	13.		
I’ve	witnessed	O	levels	merge	with	CSEs	to	produce	GCSEs.		I’ve	noted	the	introducCon	of	A*	grades	at	
GCSE	and	later	at	A	level,	in	both	instances	because	it	was	considered	by	some	eliCsts	that	a	mere	A	grade	
didn’t	actually	reflect	the	superiority	of	some	students	over	the	hoi	polloi.		And	now	we’re	back	with	
GCSE	grading	in	numbers	rather	than	le3ers,	like	it	was	when	I	sat	O	levels,	except	that	they’ve	switched	
the	order	round	giving	the	higher	numbers	greater	kudos	than	in	my	day.		At	A	level	they	brought	in	AS	
levels	as	a	stand	alone	qualificaCon,	then	they	restyled	them	to	make	them	the	first	part	of	the	full	A	level	
qualificaCon,	typically	sat	at	the	end	of	the	first	year	of	a	two	year	A	level	course.		Michael	Gove	wasn’t	
happy	with	this	so	we’re	now	back	with	how	things	were	over	twenty	years	ago.		Rearranging	the	
deckchairs?	

In	the	decades	of	my	teaching	career,	yes,	there	have	been	many	changes,	but	our	core	business	has	
remained	the	same.		We	are	here	to	educate,	to	‘lead	out’	from	within	each	individual	student	what	
Aristotle	called	‘actualiCes’.		The	bo3om	line	is	that	all	of	us,	teachers,	parents,	poliCcians	and	indeed	the	
whole	of	wider	society,	have	the	fundamental	moral	and	social	responsibility	to	sCmulate,	provoke,	guide	
and	nurture	our	children	to	realise	their	potenCal.

Tim	Lowe	was	educated	at	Manchester	Grammar	School	and	subsequently	The	University	of	Hull	where	he	read	Theology.		
He	has	taught	at	Coppenhall	County	High	School	in	Crewe,	Stand	College	and	Bury	College,	where	he	was	eventually	

promoted	out	of	the	classroom	into	various	management	roles,	including	becoming	Head	of	the	A	level	centre.		He	joined	
AGSB	in	1998	as	Head	of	RE,	a	department	which	he	developed	and	restyled	into	the	Department	of	Religion	and	

Philosophy.		He	re%red	from	full	%me	teaching	in	1998,	but	has	returned	to	teach	part	%me	at	the	school.		Tim	has	one	
daughter	who	qualifies	as	a	den%st	this	summer,	and	a	dog	called	Bruce,	named	aPer	Bruce	Springsteen.		He	is	a	fan	of	

the	music	of	Frank	Zappa	and	sings	in	Altrincham	Choral	Society.			



Churchill’s	Illnesses

Earlier in the year I got wind that distinguished Old Boy, Professor Allister Vale, had co-authored a book exploring one of our great 
recent figures, but with an interesting slant - by re-examining Winston Churchill from a more medical viewpoint and using this to re-
assess much of what we thought we knew about the great man. I’d already decided to include something about the book in the 
newsletter - but how to make it more than just an ‘item of interest’ ? “How about asking one of the boys to do a book review” …. said 
the Head Master …. “I know just the chap” 

So in stepped Edward Lythgoe - now in his final year at the school - Ed has reviewed the book, and for good measure interviewed 
Allister too. So huge thanks to both Allister and Ed for taking the time - and I hope that readers find it as interesting as I did…… ED

How	is	it	possible	to	say	anything	new	about	a	man	whose	life	has	been	
analysed	and	interpreted	in	exacCng	detail	by	a	mulCtude	of	eminent	
historians	over	many	decades?	The	answer	lies	in	Vale’s	and	Skedding’s	new	
book	“Winston	Churchill’s	Illnesses”.	They	describe	Winston	Churchill’s	
influence	over	some	of	the	most	momentous	events	of	the	late	nineteenth	
and	twenCeth	centuries	through	the	prism	of	a	physician's	eye	providing	a	
new	historical	perspecCve.		

One	of	the	things	I	learnt	was	the	sheer	weight	chance	has	over	the	
unfolding	course	of	history.	An	example	of	this	is	emphasised	by	Vale	and	
Scadding	in	the	injury	sustained	by	Winston	Churchill	on	the	2nd	of	October	
1896.	Whilst	disembarking	early	from	the	P&O	Steamship	Britannia	in	
Bombay	as	an	officer	in	the	4th	Hussars	Churchill	sustained	a	wrenching	
injury	to	his	right	shoulder	which	without	surgical	intervenCon	remained	a	
physical	weakness	of	his	for	the	rest	of	his	life	(so	much	so	that	he	almost	
dislocated	the	shoulder	in	an	animated	address	to	the	House	of	Commons	
years	later).	Churchill	himself	even	believed	that	this	injury	may	well	have	
saved	his	life	later	at	the	famous	ba3le	of	Omdurman	as	it	prevented	him	
from	wielding	a	sabre	from	a	horse	in	a	frontal	charge	and	made	him	reliant	on	the	discharge	of	a	pistol;	
“Perhaps”	he	later	wrote,	“if	in	the	charge	of	Omdurman	I	had	been	able	to	use	a	sword,	instead	of	having	to	
adopt	a	modern	weapon	like	a	Mauser	pistol,	my	story	might	not	have	got	as	far	as	the	telling	………	Life	is	a	
whole,	and	luck	is	a	whole,	and	no	part	of	them	can	be	separated	from	the	rest”.		

One	is	also	struck	throughout	the	book	of	the	sheer	physical	stoicism	and	endurance	of	the	man.	Even	in	the	
face	of	severe	ill	health,	Churchill	never	failed	to	carry	out	his	duCes	as	prime	minister	during	some	of	this	
country’s	most	tesCng	and	troublesome	days,	doing	so	with	great	dignity	and	success.	This	is	aptly	illustrated	in	
the	chapter	10	enCtled	“Pneumonia	and	Atrial	FibrillaCon	in	December	1943	in	Carthage”.	Churchill	iniCally	felt	
unwell	during	a	journey	to	a3end	upon	his	Chiefs	of	Staff	in	Malta	in	November	1943.	Despite	being	very	
unwell	Churchill’s	Deputy	Secretary	of	the	War	Cabinet,	General	HasCngs	“Pug”	Ismay	wrote	of	him	“Even	if	he	
had	been	at	death’s	door,	he	would	not	have	foregone	the	chance	of	a	talk	with	the	commanders	in	the	
Mediterranean”.	Despite	his	ill	health	Churchill	later	a3ended	in	that	month	the	important	conferences	of	
Malta	and	Tehran.	Churchill	later	went	on	to	contract	pneumonia	(an	illness	which	killed	a	significant	
percentage	of	people	who	contracted	it	at	this	Cme)	and	suffer	from	the	above	medically	named	irregular	
heartbeat	later	in	December	of	that	year.	In	spite	of	this	he	remained	an	acCve	parCcipant	in	the	conference	
involving	both	BriCsh	and	US	senior	military	staff	including	General	Eisenhower.	Indeed	so	unwell	was	Churchill	
that	his	personal	physician	Dr	Charles	Moran	indicated	that	he	thought	his	paCent	was	going	to	die	on	the	night	
of	the	14th	December	1943.	This,	though,	never	held	him	back.	Just	one	example	of	the	many	discussed	health	
problems	Churchill	dealt	with	whilst	carrying	the	weight	of	the	country	on	his	back,	it	highlights	just	how	well	
Vale	and	Scadding	paint	a	new	perspecCve	of	his	experiences.			

How	different	could	the	world	have	been	had	Churchill	succumbed	to	his	various	illnesses	is	a	quesCon	I	asked	
myself	on	various	occasions.	The	book	however	is	a	wonderful	portrayal	of	a	
superb	leader	of	people	triumphing	and	remaining	in	command	despite	the	
bodily	travails	he	endured.	The	book	describes	the	many	momentous	events	
navigated	by	Churchill	through	a	medical	lens,	describing	a	man	who	simply	
refused	to	be	overcome	by	his	physical	frailCes	unCl	he	considered	his	aims	and	
ambiCons	had	been	achieved.	An	interesCng	and	engaging	read,	I	would	highly	
recommend	this	book.		

If you would like a personalised 
and signed copy (by Allister Vale) 
for £23.50 including postage, 
please contact him by email: 
allistervale@gmail.com

mailto:allistervale@gmail.com
mailto:allistervale@gmail.com


Not	only	did	I	read	the	book,	but	I	was	also	lucky	enough	to	
speak	to	one	of	the	authors,	and	old	Altrinchamian,	Allister	
Vale.	I	was	able	to	ask	him	a	plethora	of	interesCng	quesCons	
that	arose	in	my	mind	upon	reading	the	book	itself	and	
learned	a	great	deal	more	not	only	about	the	finished	product,	
but	also	about	the	background	of	the	wriCng	of	it,	as	well	as	
about	Allister	as	the	author.	An	insigh{ul	and	engaging	
interview,	here	is	a	summary	of	our	discourse.		 

Following	introducCons,	I	learned	that	Allister	had	had	a	long-
lasCng	interest	and	fascinaCon	in	Churchill,	insighted	as	a	boy	
by	his	father’s	adulaCon	of	the	man,	but	not	later	re-ignited	unCl	the	early	1980’s	following	his	

discovery	of	his	enjoyment	of	reading	around	Churchill	in	the	library,	starCng	a	sequence	of	the	purchase	of	many	
books	and	arCcles	about	him,	including	all	of	Churchill’s	own	works.	A	doctor	himself,	Allister	believed	that	his	great	
understanding	of	medicine	would	help	to	provide	a	definiCve	account	of	Churchill’s	struggles	with	his	health.	A	lifelong	
passion,	it	was	only	in	the	last	8	years	that	Allister’s	reduced	naConal	professional	responsibiliCes	gave	him	the	
opportunity	to	write	the	book.	Having	known	John	Scadding,	his	co-author,	for	about	30	years,	their	insight	and	
relaConship	helps	to	produce	a	fantasCc	piece	of	academic	literature.	A	side	of	Churchill’s	character	that	Allister	
believed	to	have	previously	been	totally	unexplored,	he	and	Scadding	were	enthusiasCc	to	produce	a	unique	piece	of	
work	that	offers	a	new	perspecCve	on	one	of	history’s	most	well-known	figures.		 

As	we	conCnued,	Allister’s	admiraCon	for	Churchill	shone	through,	with	great	emphasis	being	put	on	the	significance	of	
his	health	problems	during	office,	and	how	this,	coupled	with	his	programme	of	travelling	several	hundred	thousands	
of	miles	in	unpressurised	aircraW	to	“places	with	all	kinds	of	infecCons”	to	various	vital	meeCngs	stretching	throughout	
the	day	and	night,	things	which	would	have	“pole-axed	an	ordinary	person”,	all	add	to	the	forCtude	and	determinism	
that	we	now	associate	with	Churchill.	It	is	these	qualiCes,	along	with	his	burning	desire	to	succeed	that	Allister	believes	
we	could	all	learn	from	as	young	men	at	AGSB,	but	also	as	people	in	general,	and	carry	into	our	everyday	lives	and	our	
careers.	This	aforemenConed	forCtude,	Allister	notes,	is	encapsulated	by	Churchill’s	ability	to	conCnue	even	when	he	
was	placed	under	such	very	great	pressure	during	WWII.	Although	it	is	believed	by	some	that	Churchill	suffered	from	
depression,	oWen	referred	to	as	“The	Black	Dog”,	Vale	and	Scadding	believe	this	to	be	false.		 

During	the	interview,	we	also	discussed	the	controversial	topic	of	Churchill’s	relaConship	with	alcohol.	Allister	pointed	
out	that	Churchill	never	suffering	from	the	medical	condiCon	Alcohol	withdrawal	syndrome,	which	supports	the	view	
that	he	was	not	an	alcoholic.	He	also	noted	that	it	was	only	on	two	occasions	that	Churchill	ever	appeared	to	be	
inebriated,	something	that	is	quite	remarkable.	It	was	extremely	interesCng	to	hear	Allister	speak	of	the	contemporary	
perspecCves	of	many	of	the	people	that	were	around	Churchill	at	the	Cme,	confirming	his	view	that	the	idea	of	
Churchill	being	an	alcohol	abuser	is	a	huge	misconcepCon.		 

I	went	on	to	ask	Allister	who	himself	and	Scadding’s	target	audience	was,	and	he	explained	that	it	was	not	only	aimed	
at	a	medical	audience.	He	and	John	Scadding	had	made	a	great	effort	to	make	the	medical	evidence	understandable	to	
a	lay	audience	and	so	a	book	accessible	and	appealing	to	Churchillians	of	all	kinds.	Allister	went	on	to	state	that	his	
book	would	be	an	enjoyable	read	for	all	those	students	at	AGSB	who	are	interested	in	history,	as	well	as	those	
interested	in	biographical	wriCng.	 

We	finished	our	interview	with	a	discussion	on	life	at	AGSB.	Allister	described	his	experience	at	the	school	as	“a	very	
happy	Cme”	and	a	posiCvely	challenging	Cme,	saying	that	he	and	his	peers	pushed	each	other	forward	and	encouraged	
each	other	to	a	great	extent,	all	striving	for	ambiCous	goals,	something	that	galvanised	him	into	further	academic	
endeavours.	I	found	this	to	be	something	that	really	resonated	with	me,	having	had	a	very	similar	posiCve	experience.	
It	was	really	interesCng	to	hear	such	a	similar	great	experience	from	a	former	pupil.		 

I	would	like	to	hugely	thank	Allister	for	giving	up	his	Cme	to	have	a	chat	with	me.	I	found	it	to	be	a	truly	fantasCc	thing	
to	be	a	part	of!

Edward’s	Interview	with	Professor	Allister	Vale



 

….and	other	comments	on	the	book	…

Allister Vale and John Scadding have written the definitive account of 
Churchill's illnesses. Their expertise as physicians has been brought to 
bear on the interpretation of the evidence, much of it available for the 
first time…Vale and Scadding have produced a well-researched and 
highly readable book that will be essential reading for Churchillians and 
other historians of the period, as it provides so much new material and 
many new insights. 
Randolph Churchill 
From the Foreword 

In this meticulously researched volume, Allister Vale and John Scadding provide a 
uniquely comprehensive and readable account of Churchill’s many medical 

problems, from childhood to his terminal illness, set in the context of his life as one 
of the greatest statesmen of the twentieth century. Drawing on many medical and 

non-medical sources, the clinical, political and personal aspects of his many 
illnesses are woven seamlessly together. A superbly rounded account of the great 

man emerges in a most engaging narrative. 
Andrew Roberts 

Author of Churchill: Walking with Destiny

Much has been written about Churchill’s health and much has been rumour 
and speculation. This is the definitive work on the subject, written by experts 
and grounded in the evidence. 
Allen Packwood OBE, Director Churchill College Archives 
Author of How Churchill Waged War

Winston Churchill’s Illnesses is a tour de force of scholarship. Vale 
and Scadding have conducted exhaustive research and brought to 

light much previously unpublished material. Their meticulous and 
scientific analysis of Winston Churchill’s health makes this one of the 

most historically significant and important books ever published in the 
field of Churchill studies. 

David Freeman 
Editor Finest Hour, Journal of the International Churchill Society

Just reading the sleeve notes, the forward by Randolph Churchill and the introduction by the authors I 
realised I was about to read a book of great significance. I was not disappointed as I quickly became 
enthralled by the incredible detail, often intimate and always revealing, that Allister and John have 
documented.  

Sir Winston’s courage, resilience and determination is convincingly proven as he battled through the 
complexities of his personal, professional life as well as surviving his many recurring health issues and 
illnesses. This meticulously researched and highly readable book will delight those with an interest in all 
things Churchillian. I found the Medical Aspects at the end of each chapter particularly interesting. 
Throughout the book I was also pleased to be able to gain a completely new insight into the life and 
times of this remarkable statesman. 

Congratulations to Allister for his dedication in bringing us this unique masterpiece. 
Ted Roylance (AGSB 1954 to 1961)

Allister and his colleague have published a book which is both readable and informative.  You do not 
need to be medically trained to appreciate this book, but if you are then appended to each chapter is 

a short in-depth medical analysis.  As the story of each of Churchill’s illnesses unfolds, in passing 
the reader gleans many interesting details of history; for instance, we have all heard of his 1945 
conference in Yalta with F.D. Roosevelt and Stalin.  How many of us know that Churchill flew via 

Malta for a pre-meeting with the Americans, and that a second aeroplane carrying more of our 
officials crashed near Sicily on the way? 

We must congratulate Allister for writing a remarkable book which readers will find quite fascinating. 

David Smith (AGSB 1956 – 1963)



Football - Old Altrinchamians FC 

Like	everyone	else,	Old	Alts	Football	Club	has	been	severely	affected	by	the	
Covid	pandemic.		Season	2019/20	started	but	was	brought	to	a	premature	
conclusion.		The	2020/21	season	started	but	was	suspended	for	five	
months	leaving	no	Cme	to	complete	the	League	programmes,	although	the	
1st	and	2nd	XIs	did	both	play	in	hasCly	arranged	cup	compeCCons	but	neither	
team	qualified	for	the	knock-out	stages.	

Both	the	Veterans	teams	fared	somewhat	be3er	and	managed	to	complete	somewhat	
truncated	seasons	with	the	Over	35s	finishing	in	2nd	place,	remaining	undefeated	all	
season	while	the	Over	45s	finished	in	3rd	place	with	5	wins,	3	draws	and	2	defeats	from	
their	10	fixtures.	

It	is	never	clear	precisely	when	this	newsle3er	will	hit	members’	inboxes	so	by	the	
wonders	of	modern	technology,	I	am	providing	links	below	for	anyone	who	is	interested	
to	check	the	progress	of	any	of	our	four	teams	for	the	current	2021/22	season.		By	
following	the	link,	you	will	be	able	to	see	an	up-to-date	league	table,	recent	results	and	
forthcoming	fixtures	for	each	of	our	teams.	

The	1st	XI	h3ps://fullCme.thefa.com/
index.html;jsessionid=C08B79C5BB40E36FFBE8086DFBE2BE15?
selectedSeason=79963758&selectedFixtureGroupAgeGroup=0&selectedDivision=80670
4277&selectedCompeCCon=0		
The	2nd	XI	
h3ps://fullCme.thefa.com/index.html?
selectedSeason=79963758&selectedFixtureGroupAgeGroup=0&selectedDivision=26261
0858&selectedCompeCCon=0		
The	Over	35	Veterans	
h3ps://fullCme.thefa.com/index.html?
selectedSeason=567911196&selectedFixtureGroupAgeGroup=0&selectedDivision=6115
95628&selectedCompeCCon=0		
The	Over	45	Veterans	
h3ps://fullCme.thefa.com/index.html?
selectedSeason=567911196&selectedFixtureGroupAgeGroup=0&selectedDivision=1658
02556&selectedCompeCCon=0		

If	you	spot	a	home	fixture	that	you	would	like	to	watch,	you	are	very	welcome	to	join	us	
at	Crossford	Bridge,	Sale	and	aWer	the	game	in	our	clubroom	where	food	and	drink	will	
be	available.	

The	most	disappoinCng	effect	of	Covid	was	that	our	annual	Sportsman’s	Dinner	had	to	
be	cancelled.		This	was	to	have	a	very	special	Dinner	to	mark	the	Centenary	of	the	Club,	
which	was	formed	in	1920	and	has	play	football	in	every	season	since	its	formaCon	apart	
from	the	seasons,	which	were	during	the	2nd	World	War.		However,	we	are	sCll	hoping	
that	it	may	be	possible	to	hold	a	belated	Centenary	CelebraCon	Dinner	early	in	2022.	

I	did	manage	to	complete	a	history	of	the	football	club,	which	is	called	“A	Century	of	
Football”.		This	was	published	in	July	2020	and	received	an	enthusiasCc	response	with	
sales	not	only	in	many	parts	of	the	UK	but	also	in	Australia,	USA	and	Canada.		It	also	



generated	opportuniCes	for	me	to	renew	acquaintances	with	many	Old	Boys	that	I	had	
not	seen	in	over	50	years.	

The	Club	has	benefi3ed	from	over	£800	from	sales	of	the	book,	the	cover	of	which	is	
shown	alongside.		If	anyone	feels	that	they	have	missed	out,	there	are	just	4	copies	
remaining	at	a	price	of	£10.00	with	£5.00	from	each	sale	going	to	club	funds.		P&P	is	
£2.00.	
Please	contact	me	by	email	at	r60brc@bCnternet.com		

We	have	excellent	faciliCes	at	Crossford	Bridge	but	although	this	has	been	our	home	
ground	now	for	44	years,	we	have	never	had	security	of	tenure,	renewing	our	conCnued	
use	every	season.		However,	this	year	we	have	been	involved	in	protracted	discussions	
with	Trafford	MBC	in	order	to	secure	a	25-year	lease,	which	will	also	mean	that	we	are	in	
a	much	stronger	posiCon	to	receive	development	funding	from	organizaCons	such	as	the	
Football	FoundaCon.		It	is	hoped	that	these	discussions	will	bear	fruit	before	the	end	of	
this	calendar	year.	

We	are	always	looking	for	new	players	to	join	the	Club	and	in	great	need	of	volunteers	to	
help	in	any	way	behind	the	scenes.		Anyone,	who	might	be	interested	in	fulfilling	either	
role,	can	contact	me	at	the	email	address	above.	

Brian	Clark	
(1954	–	62)	

mailto:r60brc@btinternet.com


 
Golf

The annual inter-school match was held in July at 
Bramhall Park GC. Old Hulmeians won (189 
points), Old Stopfordians were 2nd (167 points) 
with Old Alts 3rd (165) - not bad considering the 
Old Alts only fielded 5 players. Stephen Perrett 
was the top scorer for Old Alts with 42.


Next year’s fixture is Wednesday 6th July 2022 - 
we could do with some more players. Contact 
Martin Leake if you’d like to play 
(martinleake@uwclub.net)


The Society golf day was also in July at Chorton-
cum-Hardy GC. The was a super attendance: 20 Old Alts and similar number of teachers/pupils 
played. The golfers played with a great spirit under sunny summer skies.

mailto:martinleake@uwclub.net
mailto:martinleake@uwclub.net


How	Well	Do	You	know	AGSB	?
I wanted to include something that informed readers about the current status of AGSB and remind you of some of its 
history - and rather than trot out a list of facts, I thought a quiz might be a more fun way to achieve the same. So with 
enormous thanks to Gill Williamson, and her merry band of contributors, here is an AGSB-themed quiz. Answers 
overleaf. Ed.

Question 1. Which Act of Parliament was the catalyst for the formation of the school ?


a. The Board of Education Act (1899)

b. The Balfour Act (1902)

c. The Education (Provision of Meals) Act (1906)

d. The Education (Choice of Employment) Act (1910)


Question 2. What was the School’s original name when it opened ?


a. Altrincham Academy for Boys

b. Altrincham and District Grammar School

c. Cheshire Grammar School for Boys

d. Altrincham County High School for Boys


Question 3. Who officially opened the School on Saturday April 12th 1912 ?


a. Sir Alfred Hopkinson

b. Walter Runciman

c.   Jack Pease

d.   R. A. Butler


Question 4. How many pupils did the school have in its first year ?


a. 57

b. 99

c. 46

d. 261


Question 5: What is the School’s motto ?


a. Acta non verba

b. Dulce periculum

c. Carpe vinum

d. Labor omnia vincit


Question 6: In what year was the School awarded special language status ?


a. 1999

b. 2001

c. 2003

d. 2007


Question 7. How many edition of ‘The Word’ have been published since its creation 11 years ago ?


a. 11

b. 22

c. 33

d. 44


What are the four key School values ?


a. Honesty, integrity, hard work, reliability

b. Stand up straight boy !, South bogs, No talking at the back, The dog ate my homework

c. Respect, care for each other, truthfulness, probity

d. Love of learning, responsibility, resilience, respect




 

Answers to quiz: Q1 - b, Q2 - d, Q3 - a, Q4 - a, Q5 - d, Q6 - c, Q7 - c, Q8 - d

Contacts	with	the	AssociaRon

The	School	LGBTQ+	group	are	wanCng	to	find	a	way	of	engaging	with	former	students	for	a	few	reasons:	

1. They	are	hoping	to	find	past	students	that	could	act	as	ambassadors/	role	models	from	the	Queer	
community	in	some	way	that	they	could	call	upon	in	the	future	(they	have	no	set	plans	but	
possibly	in	the	form	of	coming	to	a	society	meeCng	within	school	-	to	share	experiences	in	a	
controlled	environment/offer	support	or	advice	and	for	increased	general	visibility).	

2. Make	sure	past	students	know	this	group	knows	exists	and	is	making	some	steps	to	making	a	
more	inclusive	environment.	Which	may	for	some	past	students	offer	some	small	comfort	to	
understand	what	changes	are	happening.			

3. If	past	students	know	of	the	group,	they	may	be	able	to	offer	advice	or	help	in	a	way	that	we	
haven't	considered.	

If	you	would	like	to	make	contact,	please	use	KLee@agsb.co.uk	



W	Roy	Deem,	died	11th	June	2021.	A3ended	ABGS	1948-1955	

Roland	Wardale.(1952-2021)	.	Roland	a3ended	Altrincham	Grammar	School	from	1963-70.	He	went	on	to	
do	a				Degree	at	the	University	of	Wales,	Bangor.	He	subsequently	moved	to	London,	where	he	worked	in	
Computer	Programming.	He	eventually	moved	to	Germany,			
working	in	I.T.	,	and	living	in	Munich	and	Stu3gart.	

Alan	Laver,	died	30th	July	2021.	A	full	obituary	is	on	the	website	

Bill	Astorga,	died	July	2021.	A3ended	ABGS	1937-1945	

Ken	TuWlebee,	died	19th	January	2021.	A3ended	ABGS	1943-1948.	AWer	school	Ken	
did	two	years	NaConal	Service	in	the	RAF.	During	this	Cme	his	parents	moved	from	
Hale	down	to	Southend-on-Sea.	Ken	worked	at	the	Head	Office	of	the	PrudenCal	in	
Holborn	Bars	in	London	from	1950	unCl	he	reCred	in	1991	aWer	becoming	head	of	
the	mortgage	department.	Ken	always	fondly	remembered	his	Cme	at	the	school,	
and	indeed	revisited	in	2013,	and	by	chance	met	the	headmaster	who	very	kindly	
gave	a	tour	of	the	school.	

George	Thornton,	died	10th	November	2020.	This	is	a	reprint	from	a	short	piece	
wriTen	in	2000	by	Roy	Coleman,	describing	George	…	

In	1942	li3le	George	Thornton	(was	he	ever	small?)	stood	on	our	school	
stage	singing	patrioCc	songs	in	a	cub-scout	show.	Li3le	did	he	realise,	then,	
that	this	was	the	start	of	50	years’	associaCon	with	Altrincham	Grammar	
School.	

From	1944	to	1951	he	was	a	pupil.		AWer	‘A’	levels	in	Maths	and	Science	he	
leW	AGS	for	teacher	training	in	London	but	via	many	ports	in	the	
Mediterranean,	for	first	he	had	to	undertake	NaConal	Service	in	the	Royal	
Navy.			It	was	there	that	he	did	his	first	teaching,	taking	groups	of	seamen	
for	Basic	English	–	plenty	of	scope	there	I	should	think!	

As	a	teacher,	George	didn’t	seem	to	have	any	disciplinary	problems!		He	was	
firm	and	thorough	and	as	a	number	of	boys	will	tesCfy,	he	had	hands	like	
oak	boards.		George	was	a	listener	and	a	counsellor	–	long	before	the	term	
became	jargon.		He	spoke	to	you,	not	at	you.		He	was	essenCally	paternal.	

Early	in	his	teaching	career	George	set	out	to	become	deeply	involved	in	
school	affairs.			The	habit	never	leW	him.		He	ran	the	Under	XV	team	for	
years.		He	built	scenery.		He	was	in	the	launch	party	of	the	Sailing	Club,	
building	the	school’s	Heron	dingy.		He	spent	hours	at	Ta3on	unCl	the	chilly	
waters	cooled	his	ardour.		He	became	the	linchpin	of	school	camp	and	in	its	
last	few	years	organised	the	whole	thing.	

He	played	in	the	staff	rugby	(a	Ctanic	Cght-head	prop)	school	football	(a	
bustling	back)	staff	tug-of-war	(anchorman	–	and	the	only	Cmes	we’ve	got	
on	top	of	his)	and	staff	cricket	where	he	was	plucky	and	lucky	–	to	be	
likened	to	a	Trabant	rather	than	a	Rolls	Royce.		Whatever	he	did	he	was	
good	to	have	on	your	side.		He	gave	the	opposiCon	that	sinking	feeling.		In	
one	football	game	an	unknown	opponent	fell	heavily	and	George	rushed	to	
his	aid,	sweeping	him	up	in	his	brawny	arms	like	a	honeymooner.		Later	we	

Obituaries



heard	that	the	injured	one	had	broken	ribs	–	we	sCll	don’t	know	if	that	happened	before	or	aWer	
George	picked	him	up.	

In	the	mid-60s	George	joined	the	Commi3ee	of	the	Parents	AssociaCon	and	contributed	more	
than	anyone	towards	its	success.		He	helped	to	produce	sixty	fairs,	made	equipment,	mended	
equipment	and	became	the	man,	just	as	in	the	tug-of-war,	that	everyone	fell	back	on.	

In	the	mid-70s	George	studied	at	Manchester	for	a	year	before	taking	his	Honours	Degree	in	
EducaCon.	

In	the	mid-80s	he	became	a	Staff	Governor.	

In	1987,	when	Keith	Nodding	was	appointed	Headmaster,	George	became	Second	Deputy	
Headmaster	of	the	School.		This	appointment	coincided	with	the	imposiCon	of	LMS	and	a	
computerised	office.		Without	fuss	George	devoted	hours	of	his	own	Cme	to	mastering	the	SIMS	
system	and	keeping	tabs	on	the	finances.		He	was	a	godsend	to	the	office	staff.		It	was	touching	
and	comforCng	to	see	this	bear-like	man	stroking	the	keyboard	with	such	dexterity.	

All	this	involvement	with	print-outs,	passwords,	backing	up,	reconciliaCon	and	all	that	didn’t	stop	
George	going	head	first	down	a	drain	if	someone	dropped	their	car	keys!		Neither	did	it	hinder	
his	career	as	the	unofficial	builder,	converter,	painter,	joiner,	locksmith	and	demoliCon	expert	in	
the	school.		The	main	office,	the	medical	room	and	the	music	room	are	largely	of	his	design	and	
creaCon	–	and	funded	by	the	Parents’	AssociaCon.		In	every	room	there	is	something	that	he	has	
garnered	from	somewhere	in	Trafford	–	tables,	desks,	screens,	noCceboards,	cupboards	and	
shelves.			George	has	stripped	many	a	building	(quite	legally	of	course)	with	his	sledgehammer,	
jemmy	and	group	of	boys.		Where	we	would	have	been	without	this	unique	and	extraordinary	
effort	and	enterprise	I	dread	to	think.	

George	Thornton	is	one	of	the	old	school	with	a	record	of	dedicaCon	and	devoCon	rare	in	any	
context.		Whatever	he	starts	he	sees	through	to	the	end.		He	is	stubborn.		He	is	kindly	disposed	
towards	his	fellow	men.		He	is	a	powerful	man	with	a	gentle	nature.	
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