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The least said about the end of the 2022/23 season, the soonest mended.  The 1st XI were 
relegated from the Premier Division of the Manchester Football League having finished in 
next to the bottom position with just 6 wins and 4 draws from their 30 games.  The 2nd XI 
also finished next to bottom in their Division.  Fortunately, both the Veterans teams did 
rather better with the Over 35s finishing second and the Over 45s finishing third in their 
respective Divisions of the Cheshire Veterans League. 
 
It was obvious that changes had to be made at the top of the Club and new managers 
were brought in for the 1st and 2nd XIs with Rick Peters and Lee Williams taking joint 
control of the 1st XI and Kez Calliste taking over as player manager of the 2nd XI.  These 
changes have brought about a miraculous change in fortunes with the 1st XI winning their 
first eight league games and securing an emphatic 7-0 victory against AFC Stockport in 
the first round of the Cheshire Amateur Cup.  The photo below shows them at the end of 
a rather different mid-week training session at the Nowhere to Hide Gym in Sale 
 

 
 
We are now hoping that the 1st XI can emulate the team of 2014/15 who were also 
relegated from the Premier Division in the previous season and bounced straight back at 
the first attempt finishing in top place with 52 points from 22 games. 



The 2nd XI has also made a much better start to the season with four wins and three 
draws from their first ten matches.  In fact, both teams have won more points at this 
early stage of the season than either side won in the whole of the last season. 
 
The veterans’ season has only just got underway but so far, neither team is showing the 
good form of last season. 
 
The construction of a flood-lit all-weather pitch at our home ground at Crossford Bridge, 
Sale edges ever tantalising closer.  Planning permission was given in July and both the 
Football Foundation and Trafford Council are backing the development, which now looks 
as though work will start in March 2024 with completion for the start of the 2024/25 
season. 
 


